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“AFTER 103 YEARS, COGHILL’S IN 
NENANA GETS A NEW OWNER” 


That was the headline on the front page of the Novem- 
ber 14, 2019 issue of the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner. 
Kris Capps wrote an interesting article and you can find 
it on line at www.newsminer.com. 


The Library of Congress newspaper archives does not 
have a lot on W.A. Coghill, but what they do have makes for interesting reading. 


The Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, October 30, 1911. 
W.A. Coghill is using his new auto. 


Ed. Note: Before he was a merchant in Nenana, he was in the transportation business. 
The Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, September 23, 1912. 


He Got A Window But Misses Rabbit 

While making his regular run to Ester with his little “Red Devil” last Wednesday, Coghill 
picked up a lone hunter between this city and Ester Siding. The man was carrying a 22, and 
had evidently been hunting rabbits with little success. Well, he got into the machine and 
was apparently quiet enough until suddenly a rabbit was seen in the path of the auto. The 
man raised his rifle to his shoulder and fired. 


“You bloody bloomin’ ass,” said Coghill. “What the ‘ell are you do-in?” The hunter had 
missed the rabbit but had made short work of Coghill’s windshield on the front of the ma- 
chine. 


Ed. Note: Where did that accent come from??? We shall see later. 
The Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, November 4, 1912. 


‘Ow Hit ‘Appened 

Bust me bloomin’ ‘ide if this hisn’t ‘ow hit ‘appened. One mornin’ that bloody hass Coghill 
drives up to the restaurant in ‘is bloomin’ benzine buggy, opens the bloody door, rushed 
behin’ the blarsted counter and grabs the box with stale bread hin hit... 


Ed. Note. Hit carries on in this vein...Apparently making fun of Cog7ill’s accent. 

Iditarod Pioneer, September 6, 1913. 

More Autos for Old Fairbanks 

Fairbanks, August 24 - As a part of the freight consignment on the steamer Tanana were five 
more automobiles for Fairbanks. Two of them are Metz - one being for Peter Laurentzen 
and the other for W.A. Coghill, the Ester stage man. There are three Ford cars - one of 


which is for Robert Sheldon, another for William James. 


Ed. Note: Robert Sheldon is well known in Fairbanks. If memory serves me, he was the 
first person to drive an auto over the Valdez-Fairbanks trail. 


continued on page 3 


EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


And thus begins our 42nd year. 


Our thanks to David Phillips for his MIONEY TO 
BURN article. Look closely as there are a couple 
of error woods! 


I am in an unusual position pertaining to material for 
this newsletter. With the Library of Congress 
“Chronicling America” newspaper website, I can find 
plenty of information on older token issuers. Where 
I see a problem is having enough modern items to 
balance it out. So please, if you run into a new item, 
send me the information. If you were involved in the 
issuance of an item produced since statehood (1959), 
please let me hear from you. 


eBay was fairly quite this month. A Valdez Nizina 
did well. A Juneau Billiard Co. $1.20 sold for the 
opening bid. 


The big items were currency at national auctions: 
Fairbanks Banking Co., Naha Alaska Salmon Pack- 
ing and a Ketchikan National Bank $5. 


The annual Fairbanks Coin Club token has been is- 
sued and can be found on page 10. This year fea- 
tures a (tiny) gold nugget! 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Cordova, Northern Drug, 50¢, B-28b 60.000B 
Fairbanks, Fbks. Banking, $1 scrip, B-16a 1,920.00 
Juneau, Impreial Cigar Store, 6'4¢, B-29a 9.05 
Juneau, Juneau Billiard Co., $1.20, B-32c 495.000B 
Juneau, M&J, 614¢, B-44a OB265.00SUP 
Juneau, Nugget, 12'2¢, B-54b 30.50 
Ketchikan, Pioneer/Barclay, 25¢, B-42b 32.00 
Ketchikan, Pioneer/T&M, $1, B-46c 31.55 
Kobuk, Harry Brown, 25¢, B-la 11.950B 
Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a 34.01 
Latouche, J.W. Little, 12'2¢, B-2a 82.50 
Naha, AK Salmon Pkg., 50¢, B-1c 4,320.00 
Nome, Belmont, 12'2¢, B-7a 76.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 25.05 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 110.27 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-lc, ANACS AU-58 128.48 
Palmer, ARRC, 25¢, B-1d, ANACS AU-58 162.50 
Palmer, P.C.C. (prison), 5 8.62 
Palmer, P.C.C. (prison), 10 7.62 
Platinum, Alaska Traders, 50¢, B-1b 157.50 
Platinum, Alaska Traders, $1, B-1c 141.05 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8blI 39.00 
Skagway, Pullen House, one meal, B-22a 14.660B 
Talkeetna, H.W.N., 50¢, B-3b 33.00 
Tin City, NCO Club, $1, B-1dII 31.00 
Valdez, Copper Block, 12'2¢, B-4b 19.990B 
Valdez,Nizina, 12'’2¢, B-14a 625.00BOA 
Dawson, YT, Davies & Frey, 12'2¢, B-7a 117.50 
AYPE, encased cent, potty. 11.50 
AYPE, encased cent, round, small hole 10.50 
Ketchikan, National Bank, $5 typeI, EF-40 —_ 9,300.00 
AK/HI Mishler Medal, bronze, HK-530 198.16 
AK/HI Mishler Medal, bronze, HK-530 127.50 
AK/HI Mishler Medal, ox. bronze, HK-531 188.89 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did Not 
Sell; | SUP = sold, unknown price. FTR = see For the 
Record. 
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COGHILL, cont. 


The Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, September 27, 
1915. 


Coghill Leaves for the Outside 

W.A. Coghill, who for the past several years has op- 
erated an express run between Fairbanks and Ester 
city, left for the Outside on the trip of the steamer 
Yukon last week. He left very suddenly, not intimat- 
ing where he was going, but it is reported that he will 
go to England to enter the artillery service, in which 
he was formerly a soldier. 


Ed. Note: Based on the following, he did not join the 
artillery in England. 


Cordova Daily Times, November 14, 1916. 
Excerpts from a report on the doings in Nenana. 


The building owned by Coghill and Lescure on A 
street near the corner of Second is rapidly nearing 
completion. The ground floor will be occupied by 
the owners with a stock of general merchandise and 
pool rooms in connection. A lunch counter will be 
placed in the rear. The up stairs portion will be set 
apart for lodgings. 


The Nenana Trading Company has begun the erec- 
tion of a big building next to the Simson building, 
near Second street. Two of the walls are now in place 
and the roof doubtless will be within a few days. 


The Rappolt Bakery building on A street is practi- 
cally completed, and presents a most attractive ap- 
pearance with a large store room in front. The bake 
ovens are housed in a specially constructed building 
to the rear. 


The Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, February 19, 1917. 
W.C. Coghill Buys Business 


By a deal put through yesterday, W.C. Coghill pur- 
chased the entire interest of his partner Paul Lescure 


of the firm of Lescure & Coghill, of Nenana. The 
consideration was not made public. 


W. A. COGHILL 


GROCERIES HARDWARE 


MEN'S CLOTHING 


OUTFITTING A SPECIALTY 
RAW FURS BOUGHT AND SOLD 


AGENT FOR 
Victor Records and Machines 
Edmonds’ Foot-Fitter Shoe 
Adler Collegian Clothes 


Rubber Packs, Heavy Wool Clothing. Mackinaws, Sweaters, 
Rifles, Ammunition, Stee! Traps, Etc 


NENANA 


ALASKA 


Mr. Coghill is well known here, having been in the 
automobile stage business running out of Fairbanks 
for several years. Last fall he bought half an interest 
in Mr. Lescure’s business in Nenana, and since that 
time has been at the new railroad town looking after 
that business. He will continue the business in the 
same establishment, and expects a better trade than 
ever this year. Mr. Coghill leaves this morning for 
Nenana. 


Paul Lescure Goes Outside 

Paul Lescure, who yesterday disposed of his inter- 
ests in the firm Lescure & Coghill to his former part- 
ner, W.C. Coghill, will be a passenger on the N.C. 
stage this morning when it leaves for Chitina. Mr. 
Lescure is going to the States for an extended visit. 


He will visit the principal cities on the Pacific coast, 
and expects to be gone about three months. On his 
return to Nenana, where he owns some property in 
the business section, he will re-enter the general mer- 
cantile business. 


Ed. Note: Obviously, W.C. is actually W.A. as no 
other mention of a W.C. shows up in the archives. 


COGHILL, cont. 
The Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, July 22, 1919. 


Announcement Received of Coghill’s Marriage 
Announcements were received yesterday of the mar- 
riage of W.A. Coghill toa Burry Port, England, girl. 
The wedding took place on June 18 last, and the newly 
weds left for the United States shortly after the cer- 
emony. 


Ed. Note: This is where the accent comes from! 
Alaskan Daily Empire, Juneau, Aug. 19, 1919. 


W.A. Coghill, Nenana merchant who has been with 
the American forces in France, writing home to his 
friends announces his marriage in England, June 18, 
and the fact that he and Mrs. Coghill would arrive 
home before the close of navigation. The letter was 
written from New York. 


The Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, Sept. 25, 1919. 


Coghill Back From England. 
Nenana Merchant Returns with Bride from the Old 
Country After Trip. 


W.A. Coghill of Nenana arrived home on the last boat 
from the Outside bringing with him a bride from En- 
gland. Mr. Coghill left Nenana in March, going 
straight to his old home in England where he was 
married, Mrs. Coghill being his boyhood sweet heart. 


Mr. and Mrs. Coghill had a very slow trip back from 
the old country, accommodations being hard to ob- 
tain on transatlantic boats. The couple visited New 
York several days with Carl Fleischman, a former 
Fairbanks boy and then came to the coast where they 
spent a week renewing old friendships with Alaskans 
who have moved to that section. They finally hit the 
trial for home, and Coggy says he is with Nenana for 
all time from now on. 


* * * ok * ** ok * 


Cordova Daily Times, May 5, 1920 
The undersigned have purchased the pool room of S. 
Ide (B-20.1) and all outstanding bills against the busi- 
ness are payable by Ide, also all accounts due to May 
1, 1920, will be collected by him. 
E.C. Tillman 
Oscar Wilson 


BOCKFINGER & KARRY 
WOODCHOPER B-la 


The following news articles pretty well establishes 
the location for Woodchopper B-la. All articles are 
from The Alaska Citizen of Fairbanks. Based upon 
these articles, the token appears to be pre-1916. 


Unfortunately, we did not have an example to illus- 
trate. 


Dec. 27, 1915. 

Mr. Howell also reports that a new town has been 
started at the mouth of Woodchopper creek, practi- 
cally all of Tofty city having been moved to that point. 


April 3, 1916. 
Among those who will engage in the saloon business 
at Tofty is E. M. Bockfinger. 


May 29, 1916. 

E.M. Bockfinger, the well known local saloon man, 
who has recently arrived home on the Delta Satur- 
day. He reports that he has disposed of his interests 
at Woodchopper to his partner. 


Nov. 27, 1916. 

FAIRBANKS MAN SICK OUTSIDE 

According to advices received here, Dan Karry was 
taken to a hospital in Seattle on Wednesday. He left 
here about the first of November, enroute to Mayo 
Bros.’ sanitarium at Rochester, Minn., to be treated 
for stomach trouble. 


Karry is in the saloon business at Woodchopper, in 
the Hot Springs mining district. 


Dec. 4, 1916. 

KARRY DIES IN SEATTLE 

According to a wire received by Andy McKenzie yes- 
terday, Dan Karry, the Hot Springs mining man, 
passed away in Seattle on Tuesday night. 


Karry owned considerable property in the Hot Springs 
district. As he was a member of the Moose lodge at 
Tofty, it is probable that the order in Seattle will take 
charge of the funeral. 


Dec. 11, 1916. 

Frank Karry, of Nenana, is stopping for a few days at 
the Nordale hotel. Mr. Karry is a cousin of Dan Karry, 
the Hot Springs saloon man who died in Seattle sev- 
eral days ago, and it is thought he is in town on busi- 
ness connected with the latter’s estate. 


ASBESTOS 


Cassiar, British Columbia was a company town of 
Cassiar Asbestos Co. Founded in 1954, it was closed 
and abandoned in 1992. 


This 2 Dollars token, good in trade until Dec. 31, 
1984, notes the 30th anniversary of the town and the 
20th anniversary of the Cassiar Lions Club. The 
obverse depicts the tram line that brought the asbes- 
tos ore down from the mountain to the mill. Nickel 
alloy (non-magnetic) 38.2mm. 


This large bronze medal notes the Cassiar Asbestos 
Corporation Limited mine and mill at Clinton Creek, 
Yukon, 1967 to 1978 The medal shows the mill and 
there is a depression where, we believe, a small plaque 
might have resided. Diameter is 64mm and it is 4mm 
thick. The reverse of the medal is shown below at a 
reduced size. 


PINE POINT, NWT 


In the August issue, we looked at the tokens of Pine 
Point, NWT, an abandoned mining town. Well it 
seems that the mine at Pine Point might be resur- 
rected according to a report in CBC-North. 


Osisko Metals, Inc. purchased the Pine Point zinc 
deposit and former mine in December of 2017. The 
mine could be in operation by 2023. 


Jeff Hussey, CEO of Osisko Metals, Inc. says that 
recent estimates show 5.3 billion pounds of zinc and 
2.1 billion pounds of lead. 


CAPT. DICK STEVENSON 


On a sad note, Capt. Dick Stevenson passed away in 
November of last year. He was the originator of the 
Sourtoe Cocktail (see August 2019, page 77). His 
will calls for his toes to be preserved for use in his 
world famous drink. 


Capt. Dick wrote a short autobiography detailing the 
high, and low, points of his life. He was truly a mem- 
ber of the “Colourful 5%”, a term coined by Jim Robb. 
He was a Yukon booster to the end. 


BRUNO GREIF 
WRANGELL B-3a 


The Daily Alaskan, Juneau, May 3, 1904 

Red Men Will Have Hall 

Stikeen Tribe of Red Men have accepted the propo- 
sition of Bruno Greif to build a hall for them, they to 
pay him $240 per year during his lifetime, and at his 
death to become the property of the tribe. And it is 
further stipulated in the contract that should the Tribe 
cease to exist before his death that at his death he 
will deed the property to the corporation of Wrangell. 
- Wrangell Sentinel. 


Ed. Note: See the July 2016 issue, page 54 for more 
information on the Improved Order of Red Men. 


INTERESTING PACKAGING/MARKETING _ 


PRE-ST&ATEHOOD 
ALASKAN 
TRADE TOKEN 


POKER CREEK 


Gold from the Top of the World! _ 


18 Creek Street 
P.O. Box 9473 ; 
Ketchikan, Alas 
907 


a. 


Alaska - 49th Sta 
Admitted - January, | 


token is certified authentic | HISTORY OF ALASKAN CURRENCY 
an and was used in trade 
Among Alaska Natives the barter system served as a 
} medium of exchange for many centuries. Different 
| peoples of this vast land prized different things including 
ivory, "tinnak" (or copper), blankets, bone needles, sea 
| shells and even weapons: all were used as barter items. 
During the 1700's when merchants such as Vitus Bering 
and James Cook came to the area beads were introduced 
as acommon exchange for sea otter skins and other furs. 
The Russian-American Company brought the first 
“currency” to Alaska in the form of the seal-skin note in 
1799. Then, in the late 1800's, after the sale of Alaska to 
the U.S., gold strikes began in the territory and changed 
forever the medium of exchange. Gold was traded for 
many goods but posed difficulties for a small sale, such ~ 
as a drink of whisky. Also, merchants found that currency. 
from “outside” would not stay in circulation. Trade tokens 
solved the problem, they were handy, they stayed i in the © 
community, and they promoted return business as 
For over a half century these tokens were widely use 
legal tender, especially in the isolated villages. 
when a resident traveled South they: 
to find Wty soho ere no 


Sen Es 


Inside 


This appears to be an innovative method for marketing Alaska tokens. The label on the bottom left of the 
inside indicates that other tokens could have been packaged this way. Shown at a reduced size. Kaye Dethridge 
thinks it may have been put out by Bob Blair who had businesses in Petersburg and Ketchikan (submitted by 
JW Terrill). 


BURN 


by David Phillips 
ANTLERS & IVORY WOODS 
Latest Updates 


Kathy Fish or A&I Co. (a super contact for me in my 
ongoing quest of “new” Alaska woods), just recently 
sent me the latest, and up to this year’s (2019) woods 
from three series that A&I puts out. Thank you 
Kathy! 


All woods here are the usual 1% inch or 38mm, with 
brown lettering and design laser etched into natural 


light colored wood. 


Two -_ woods for 2019. 


Blayne Streeper, 2019. 


Three Iditarod winners for 2017, 2018 and 2019: 


Yukon River in Alaska is 1400 miles. 
For an explanation of this series, see the Feb., 2013 
issue of ATC&PN. 


The following woods are shown at a reduced size. 


Three Fur Rendezvous (Rondy) winners for 2017, 
2018 and 2019: 


* * * * * * * * 
Douglas Island News, January 19, 1910. Peter Kaiser, 2019. 

The Douglas shooting gallery (B-15) has changed 

owners - O.M. Harry is the new proprietor. continued on page 7 


FOR THE RECORD 


| aw 
VALITY FUELS]| 


2ICANTS jim 


(FAIRBANKS): AFD (Alaska Fuel Distributors, 5¢ 
discount on your next order. Blue on wood. 


(FAIRBANKS): Tanana Valley Campus (part of 
UAF), Round Tuit. Blue and yellow on wood. 


(NORTH POLE): Arctic Harvest, ak grown spirits, 
Good for one drink. Black on wood. 


PALMER: Palmer Bar, Virginia (Ginny) Wilson, 
owner. Good for one free drink. Black on wood. 

* * * * * * * * 
Douglas Island News, April 20, 1904. 

The Wrangell Sentinel is authority for the statement that a 


receiver has been appointed to look after the affairs of the 
Alaska Fish & Lumber Co., of Shakan (B-1). 


TOK: Westmark Tok Hotel, Good toward 25¢ any 
Espresso Drink. Black on wood. 


ANTLERS & IVORY, cont. 


As with any manufactured product, mistakes happen. 
Antlers & Ivory produced two “mules,” originally 
putting a Fur Rondy winner on an Iditarod wood, and 
an Iditarod winner on a Fur Rondy wood. 


As can be seen on the previous page, Peter Kaiser 
won the 2019 Iditarod, not Fur Rondy as shown on 
this wood. 


And anyone familiar with sled dog racing knows the 
Streeper family are sprint mushers and have not run 
the Iditarod. But the real tip off is that no one has 
won the Iditarod as many times as Blayne Streeper 
has won the Fur Rondy race! 


FORT KNOX MINE 


On October 9th, Kinross Fort Knox mine poured its 
8-millionth ounce of gold. This nearly doubles the 
original estimate of 4.2 million ounces. Will FNM 
make another gold medal? 


NON-WOODEN NICKEL DRINK/BEER TOKENS 


When is a wooden nickel not a wooden nickel? When S ey "4 
it is made of plastic. We have two examples of this , ~ i SS 44; 
sacrilege, both from the Bayside Lounge of Homer. 


FAIRBANKS: VFW Post 3629, (one drink). 
Base metal, enameled, 34mm 8.00 


The first is actually molded plastic with an Indian 

head on the obverse, with the legend “WOODY 

NICKEL.” Quite thin, it is good for 75¢ in drinks. It 

is printed red on tan (because wood is a tan color, ' 

right?). $8.00 = — 

NOME: Breakers Bar, 1993, Good for One Drink. 
Brass, 32mm. One only. $8.00 


The second is a more normal plastic drink token. It — 

is relatively thick. The obverse is a typical “Don’t SOLDOTNA: Lola’s Bear Den, 1965, Good for a 
take any wooden nickels” design. Good for one drink, Drink. Brass, 32mm. $8.00 
it is printed in black on tan. One only - $8.00. 


a 


And since we are on the Bayside Lounge, we have a 
“Ladies Night” token good for one drink printed black 
on yellow. One only - $8.00. 


* 4 DRINK 
lo AT THE | 


MANY ARE ONLY ONE OR TWO IN STOCK. \ 
ORDER EARLY TO AVOID DISAPOINTMENT. % 
PRICES FOR THE TOKENS ON THIS PAGE 
ARE POSTPAID. 


Drink. Alum., 35mm $6.00 


DEW AND BMEWS 


Distant Early Warning (System) and Ballistic Mis- 
sile Warning System - these were defence systems to 
detect bombers and missiles coming over the Pole. 


The DEW Line was constructed in the early 1950s. 
The radar stations ran from Alaska, through Canada 
and on to Greenland. Its primary focus was to detect 
bombers. It did not have the capability to detect bal- 
listic missiles. BMEWS was designed to detect bal- 
listic missiles. It became active in 1961. 


all 
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ODD PIPELINE MEDALS 


= 


Here are a couple of pipeline related medals that we 
don’t see very often. 


BP Tar Team, 2007, In Planning We Trust. A comi- 
cal musk ox on the obverse, and a nice map on the 
reverse. 


Alyeska Pipeline Club. We had these made (1,000) 
but they don’t walk through the door very often. 


Both, 1 oz. silver. $35.00 each, postpaid. 


10 


This medal is dated 1956. It does not come in very 
often, presumably because the workers on the DEW 
Line were not Alaskan and took them home with 
them. Copper-nickel alloy, about 32mm with a hole 
as made. $35.00 


<<<<Clear Air Force Station was a BMEWS site, 


and celebrated its 25th anniversary in 1986. The re- 
verse is a stock Statue of Liberty design. One ounce 
silver (not marked) and bronze set of 2. $45.00 


FAIRBANKS COIN CLUB 


The annual Fairbanks Coin Club token is now avail- 
able. They are 1/10 oz. .999 fine silver, with a small 
gold nugget from Dime Creek in the Koyuk Mining 
District. 


These are made using an old Fairbanks Coin Club 
die, utilizing the gold panner portion. The blanks 
are hand set on this die with the FCC 2020 die placed 
on top of it. Because these are hand set, the position 
of the gold panner will vary with each token. 


These are available for $15 plus a self addressed 
stamped envelope, sent at the buyer’s risk. 


We also have a few Dime Creek 1 DWT gold tokens 
still available. Dime Creek has a high purity of about 
95+%. The mine also produces platinum at the rate 
of about 1 ounce of platinum to 100-250 ounces of 
gold. These tokens are $85 each, postpaid. 
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North of 60° ------- 


BINGLE SEARCTE 


When is a Bingle not a token. When it is a single - the batter hits the ball and reaches first 
base. Sadly, when searching the Library of Congress newspaper archives, I found more 
bingle singles than bingles. But there were enough references to make it interesting. Editor’s 
comments will be found in italics. 


The first mention of bingle is in the Douglas Island News of May 13, 1908: 


A Rushing Business 

Business is so rushing in Juneau, we understand, that cigar 

stores have refused the public the pleasure of playing back 
their bingles, or, in other words, have stopped giving out why. 
bingles at all. In Douglas it is different, so says Hubbard of (Nana) 
the Douglas News Depot (B-/2a and B-20a). He says that et aD 
if business picks up to that extent he will put on one or two cS 
extra clerks to wait on Juneau patrons. B-20a 


(ais 


Another mention of bingles in the Douglas Island News shows that bingles did have some 


longevity in Douglas - January 27, 1915. - “Clams, onions and bingles accepted as payment 
for subscriptions to this paper. Not deer meat.” 
OK 28 KK 


From the Iditarod Pioneer, December 30, 1911, we get news of bingle use in Chatanika. 


“Tt is reported that all retail business at Chatanika is now transacted by means of “bingles,” 
or cigar store checks. One merchant started cashing these and the others had to follow suit to 
get the business. A local rhymester has written a song around the incident, called “Magnus, 
the Bingle Kid.” The song tells the story of a man who managed to corner all the bingles.” 


This incident is reported in the November 20, 1911 issue of the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 
(see page 152 of Tinnahs & Seal Skins, Gold Dust & Bingles) but the song is new informa- 
tion. A free year’s subscription to the first person to provide the lyrics! 

2k K 28 2K ok 

Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, Jan. 25, 1915. 
“Bingle Fritz” Welch, the Chatanika merchant, 
is visiting town for a few days. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, June 11, 1917. 
Siwash in with Eight Passengers 

The launch Siwash arrived in Fairbanks from 
Nenana last night, bringing eight passengers. 
They were C. Beckman, Tom Gardiner, Mrs. 
J. L. Laumeister, Ed Quinn, J.C. Williams, R.E. 
Burns, Bingle Fritz and Robert Benson. 


Was Thomas Frederick “Fritz” Welch the aforementioned Bingle Kid? 


ok 2 2K 2k ok 


Ketchikan had the Bingle Club, but apparently, Fairbanks had The Bingle. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, July 1, 1912. 

“The Bingle” May Open Tomorrow 

If the Schwatka’s barge gets here in time there will be a new cigar store opened on Front 
street tomorrow. This is the neat stand that is to be known as “The Bingle,” and is to be 


continued on page 13 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


This issue we look at the term “bingle” and its ap- 
pearance in contemporary newspapers. It seems pretty 
evenly split around the territory. Sadly, there are no 
papers from Nome on the Library of Congress 
website. I have to think there would have been more! 


The Yukon Quest begins in Fairbanks this week. We 
are taking you on the trail, so to speak. You can fol- 
low the race at www.yukonquest.com. 


eBay was quiet this month. A Willis $1 from Long 
sold for $405. A very corroded, unreported brass 
chit from Kennecott Copper Corporation at Latouch 
brought $355. The Heritage sale had some impres- 
sive PRs for Alaska currency. 


I just noticed that our “North of 60°---South of 50°” 
had disappeared from the bottom of the front page. I 
had to hunt all the way back to May 2018 to find it! It 
must have been missed when I did a cut and paste! I 
am very disappointed that none of you called this to 
my attention. Just can’t get good help these days. 


We always welcome article and space fillers. If you 
have any information to share, please let us know. 


COMMENTS ON eBAY 


I was bidding on a token on eBay, and as is my prac- 
tice, I bid what I am willing to pay, and that is that. I 
looked at the bidding history. One bidder bid about 
15 times, raising my automatic bid. While you can- 
not see who is bidding, you can see their bidding his- 
tory. In the last 30 days, 100% of the bids submitted 
by this bidder was on this seller’s items. What are 
the chances? One has to think that the seller is bid- 
ding on his own items, using a different user name. 
This bidder has purchased 4 items, and received 4 
positive feedbacks. Image that! 


Since the seller starts his auctions at a very low open- 
ing bid, he really needs a way to protect his items 
and this is how he has chosen do it. Otherwise, on an 
off week, he could end up selling a token worth $200 
for $2. 


But why risk it? Why go to the trouble of bidding 
and raising bids to the level where you are willing to 
sell an item? If the minimum the seller is willing to 
take is $XX, then start it at $XX. Much less work 
and stress. If the piece is not overpriced, it will sell. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Bering River, Hoonah Pkg. Co., $10 B-1g 204.52 
Chena, B & K, 12’4¢, B-la 67.89 
Cordova, Breedman, 64¢, B-5a 6.50 
Hoonah, Hoonah Pkg. Co., 25¢, B-1c 9.990B 
Ketchikan, Quality Bakery, 1 sm. If., B-48a 9.990B 
Latouche, K.C.C. brass chit, unlisted 355.00 
Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a 72.12 
Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a 41.00 
Long, Willis, $1, B-2c 405.00 
Murphy Dome, 744 NCO OM, $1, B-3f 31.00 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8blII 35.00 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8blII 27.01 
Skagway, McCreedy & Elliott, 25¢, B-16c 11.50 
Skagway, Seattle Saloon, 12'4¢, B-23a 202.50 
Skagway, dog license, 1903 195.000B 
Dawson, YT, Monte Carlo, 25¢, B-17a 149.50 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did Not 
Sell; FTR=see For the Record. 


HERITAGE JANUARY 9 AUCTION 
Fairbanks 1902 Red Seal $5, 64-EPQ 26,400 
Fairbanks 1902 Blue Seal plain back $5 65-EPQ 60,000 


Juneau 1902 Blue Seal plain back Ch. VF-35 55,200 
Ketchikan 1929 Type 2 $20, VF-20 10,200 
Russian American Co., 25 Kopeks, PMG-63 36,000 
Russian American Co., 50 Kopeks, PMG-64 66,000 


Prices realized include a 20% buyer’s fee. 


Ron Benice comments on the RAC notes: “T’d like to have 
someone from PMG tell me with a straight face what the 
difference is between MS-63 and MS-64 in grading wal- 
rus skin notes.” 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Dawson Correspondent - Vic Tubman 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 


BINGLES, cont. 


conducted by Messrs. Harkeom & Gable both expe- 
rienced in the business and well acquainted with the 
needs of the local trade. 


In addition to all kinds of cigars, cigarettes and to- 
baccoes at The Bingle will be found soft drinks, ice 
cream and a nice line of the freshest candies. As both 
proprietors are well known and have many friends it 
may confidently be predicted that they will get their 
share of the Front street trade. 


But, alas, we have not seen a bingle from The Bingle. 
ok K 2k 2K ok 


Quick, turn those bingles in! 


Douglas Island News, January 26, 1916. 

L.H. Keist will wind up his Douglas business with 
the present month. He expects to move to Juneau by 
Feb. Ist. Louie’s bingles are still at par, but they 
may depreciate after the first. If you have any, bring 
them in. 


Here is a case of knowing bingles were used by a 
merchant, but we have not seen any. 


Louis Keist is listed in the directories in Douglas from 
1903 to 1912. In 1912, his occupation is shown as 
“Meats.” A search of the LoC shows that he had a 
cigar store in Douglas in 1914 and 1915. By 1920 
he is in Cordova running a furniture store, and then 
in Anchorage. “He is well known thru-out Alaska 
and the Interior and in ‘98 “Louie” was a familiar 
figure to the people of Dawson where he was with 
the first to locate on Bonanza Creek.” (Seward Gate- 
way, Feb. 17, 1921). 


So keep looking. A Louis Keist bingle is out there 


some where. 
2h 2k ok 2k of 


But really, turn those bingles in now! 


Cordova Daily Times, Dec. 27, 1917, and other 
dates. 
All bingles issued by the Horseshoe must be turned 


in before January 1 or they will be repudiated. (B- 
20a) 


Based upon the timing, these were probably for the 
Horseshoe Liquor Co. as Alaska went dry on Jan. 1, 
1918. Tokens for the Horseshoe (billiard and cigars) 
followed (B-19a).. 


Tk 2k 2K 2K ok 


Bingles are where you find them... 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, Jan. 1, 1917 

Ruby Man Is Pondering on the B. & K. Bingles. 
RUBY - George Jesse, of Spruce, sent an amusing 
letter to the Record-Citizen lately in which he states 
that during his last visit to Ruby he bought some Edge- 
worth tobacco and, upon unpacking same, he discov- 
ered bingles with the initials B. K., presumably those 
of Birnbaum & Kubon, of Chena, Alaska. 


B-la 
He is wondering whether the Edgeworth Tobacco Co. 
is employing some good old Alaskan sourdoughs who 
may have unintentionally dropped those bingles in 


the cases. 
2 2k 2k 2k of 


Under the heading Items Telling About Doings at 
Fairbanks in the Cordova Daily Times, January 
5, 1922, we find more bingles being found. 


It is an ill wind that does not blow somebody some 
good. Ike Thompson, as he was passing along Front 
street in the morning near the Vining store, was at- 
tracted to something shining in a pile of snow, which 
the wind had blown together. On picking up the ob- 
ject he discovered that was a 50-cent bingle. Fur- 
ther investigation brought to light other bingles and 
when he concluded his search, he had $1.75 worth of 
these adjuncts of trade. Thompson advances the 
theory that the bingles were blown from some one’s 
pocket by the wind. 


TK 2k 2K 2K ok 
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BINGLES, cont. 


Cordova Daily Times, March 17,1922 

Big Monte Carlo at Nenana 

The big Monte Carlo dance to be given by the Nenana 
Commercial Club on St. Patrick’s day will be one of 
the finest ever given in Nenana. 


There will be a great many new ideas carried out at 
this dance. That is, they will be new to all the people 
who have come to Alaska since 1900. The old Alas- 
kans will see a reproduction of the dance hall of 1897 
and 1898. 


One of the novel features will be the “bar.” Old tim- 
ers may be disappointed when they place their foot 
on the rail and “name their drink.” However, aside 
from the fact that there will be a difference in the 
liquids served, the bar will be there as it was in the 
old days. 


Every time a lady brings a man up for a drink she 
gets a bingle as house percentage. The lady having 
the most bingles by one o’clock will be awarded a 
prize. Every person in town is expected to attend. 
All the money cleared goes to the Nenana Commer- 
cial Club for advertising. Advertising brings indus- 
tries and families. Families increase the tonnage and 
lower freight rates. Lower rates mean more indus- 
trial activity, and thus the circle is completed. 


As we have seen with previous articles about Monte 
Carlo nights, “play” money was also used, as were 
the percentage checks (bingles). 

2K K 28 KK 

Seward Gateway Daily Edition, Dec. 26, 1919. 
Kiddies Go To Show Tonight 

All children in Seward from two years of age and up 
are invited to the movie show tonight by the ladies 
having the community Christmas tree in charge. Fol- 
lowing the show the children will also receive a 
bingle entitling them to ice cream at Sylvias, The 
Alaska Shop or the Key. 


Seward Gateway Daily Edition, Jan. 2, 1920. 
Show Night for Kiddies 

Tonight everybody boy and girl in Seward, between 
the ages of 2 and 16, are invited to the movie show as 
the guest of the committee of the recent community 
Christmas tree. Following the show bingles will be 
given to the children for ice cream at one of the three 
refreshment parlors in Seward. 


An annual event (at least for two years) put on by the 


ladies of the community Christmas tree. 
ok K 28 KK 
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Douglas Island News, May 24, 1916. 
Old Marble Top spent most of his time at the cigar 
store playing seven-up for bingles... 


Obviously an insult to the morals of the community! 
2K K 28 2K ok 

Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, Dec. 19, 1914. 
Devices of Chance Are Gone 

The lay of the dice and the slot machine this morning 
was “Please go ‘way and let me sleep.” 


The “bingle kings” are casting in their metal and only 
the ghost of the palmy days of yesterday is the low 
freeze-out hands that are being played in the card 
rooms of the local cigar emporiums “for goods only.” 


The article goes on to give a definition of gambling, 
and then continues... 


This would include not only games for money but 
games played in saloons, pool rooms, cigar stores, 
billiard rooms or other places for trade or trade 
checks... 


Playing cards for bingles, cigars, drinks or anything 
of value or representative of value, is against the law. 


Iditarod Pioneer, January 20, 1915. 

Sure-Thing Devices Banned 

Card machines, money machines and all devices hav- 
ing the nickel-in-the-slot attachment for the lure of 
the 5-cent piece will be a thing of the past in South- 
eastern Alaska when the family clock strikes 8 to- 
night, say the Juneau Empire of December 18. The 
United States marshal’s office this morning issued 
an order that all slot machines must go, and “forth- 
with” was tacked to the writ to insure an immediate 
funeral. By curfew time the whir of the cards will 
cease, the lookout probably will tell the porter to melt 
up his brass bingles, and the nickel-plated machines 
will be relegated to the obscurity of the back room, 
while in the resorts where money machines have for 
so long reaped their harvest of coins the muslin “profit 
sack” will be unburdened for the last time. 


Valdez Daily Prospector, March 3, 1915. 

Slot Machines Are Abolished 

The United States district court attorney’s office as 
sent out notices that slot machines and other devices 
or games of chance have been abolished in the Third 
Judicial District. No more will the bingle be in use 
and the familiar call of “diamond in the middle” or 
“heart on the end be heard.” 


BINGLES, cont. 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, July 2, 1917. 

No More High Man Out 

Douglas, July 2 - Instructions have been received here 
from the office of the United States District Attor- 
ney that all dice shaking for money or bingles and 
all card playing for bingles or merchandise must be 
stopped, otherwise prosecution of players and houses 
permitting such play will follow. An edict has gone 
forth that the law “made and provided” will hence- 
forth be rigidly enforced. In some households a rul- 
ing is desired on whether or not it is lawful for a man 
and his wife to play a game of seven-up to decide 
who will get up to light the kitchen fire in the morn- 
ing. 


Cordova Daily Times, May 7, 1919. 

(via the Douglas News) 

Penny Ante 

Beginning May 1, one-cent pieces will come into use 
on Douglas Island and in fact all over Alaska. The 
reason for it is the government tax on luxuries that 
goes into effect on that date. 


The law requires that the user of a luxury shall him- 
self pay the tax. On ice cream sodas and other luxu- 
rious drinks there will be a tax of one cent and those 
who partake must tender the tax to the amount of one 
cent. 


Never in the history of Alaska have the copper 
counters issued by the government known as 1|-cent 
pieces been recognized as legal tender among the 
people of the North. They have been accepted in the 
post offices to pay for stamp purchases, but if a cent 
-piece or a handful of them were offered to a child, 
the person offering them stood the chance of being 
called a cheap skate or some other pet name and the 
kid would ask for real money instead of bingles. 


Shades of Soapy Smith and Swiftwater Bill!... What 
would old-timers say if they saw a friend coming in 
from a trip to the mines with a poke of dust, walking 
up to the bar, ordering an ice cream soda and paying 
for it with three nickels and a rusty looking penny?... 


Alaska was becoming civilized. Banning gambling 
(veah, that worked), going dry (yeah, that worked), 
and now a luxury (sales) tax. What was next? An in- 
come tax? 


15 


GEORGE KRAU 
THE FAIRBANKS - VALDEZ B-6 


The Alaska Prospector, Valdez, Dec. 12, 1907. 
The formal opening of the “Fairbanks,” a new liquor 
house, conducted by George Krau, occurred last night. 
The new place is furnished in fine style and is in- 
tended to be a first class saloon, free from any objec- 
tionable features. A parlor has been set aside on the 
upper floor as a lounging place for the patrons, and 
this feature will add greatly to its popularity. Geo. 
Krau is well and favorably known here, having been 
one of the original glacier architects, and his venture 
will undoubtedly succeed. 


Iditarod Pioneer, March 4, 1911. 

It is said of George Krau, the man who opened up 
the Floradora dance hall in Fairbanks, that he has 
suddenly accumulated a large bunch of the real goods 
in Valdez. This time it seems to be quartz property 
that he has acquired, and it is said on good authority 
that he can close out right now for $200,000. 


Valdez Daily Prospector, January 12, 1912. 


Che 
Fairbanks. Bar 


| George Krau, Proprietor 


Pool, Cigars, Liquors} 


Courteous Treatment 


Phone 100 


Valdez Daily Prospector, January 14, 1914. 
George Krau has bought the big J. Nugren Hotel, at 
Soap Lake, near Seattle. The price is said to be 
$40,000. 


Seward Daily Gateway, January 22, 1914. 

In a letter to friends in Seward comes word that Mr. 
and Mrs. George Krau have purchased an $80,000 
hotel in Soap Lake, Wash. Mr. Krau was a former 
well known business man of Fairbanks and Valdez. 


YUKON MINT 


1 
0 LE 
«in > 


In the Sept./Oct. 2018 issue on page 75, we presented 
gold medals from the Yukon Mint, a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Golden Predator Mining Corp. They 
have recently announced their 2019 medals. There 
are two types. 


The first is “Aha Da Ta” - Eagle Man, by Gord Pe- 
ters. Aha Da Ta is an original carving representing 
the wolf and crow clans of the Kaska Dena. 


The second medal in the “Kaska Kayeh” series is 
their other offering. It features a stylized drummer. 
It was designed by Dennis Shorty. 


All feature the iconic image of miners going over the 
Chilkoot Pass. 


Both medals are available in | oz., “% oz. and 1/10 
oz. The | oz. is spot plus 4%. The smaller medals 
carry a higher premium. 


The medals are made by Sunshine Minting Inc. in 
Idaho. 


There are still a limited number of the 2018 1 oz. and 
4 oz. available. Contact Janet Lee-Sheriff at (778) 
847-3351, or email info@yukonmint.com. See their 
website at www.yukonmint.com 


JOE GANDOLFO 


A little more on Joe Gandolfo. Previous information 
on page 30 of the March, 2019 issue. 


Newspaper accounts of the Gandolfo’s success paint 
a rosier picture, all from the Daily Alaskan of 
Skagway. 


September 19, 1905. 

Mrs. J.R. Gandolfo, of Dawson, formerly of Skagway, 
has purchased the property occupied by the First 
Methodist Episcopal church of Seattle. She paid 
$75,000 for it. 

May 31, 1906. 

J.R. Gandolfo, a Skagway pioneer, and one of the 
heaviest real estate owners in Dawson...lives in Se- 
attle and is one of the wealthy citizens of that city. 
October 12, 1906. 

Seattle papers say that J.R. Gandolfo is erecting an- 
other apartment house in Seattle. It is four stories 
high and 60x60 feet in size. 


CURRENCY SHORTAGE 


Douglas Island News, Sept. 21, 1904. 

At no time in the history of the camp, has the short- 
age of currency been so keenly felt as at present, says 
the Council City News. What might have been an 
active and exceptionally good season, has so far, 
proven very slow and discouraging. Everyone of the 
large companies in and about Council, have been and 
are, paying their employees in checks, and as there 
are but little or no means at hand to cash them, our 
business men in all lines, are in a very unpleasant 
position. 


DIES LAUGHING 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, Dec. 27, 1915. 
Dawson, Dec. 22 -- Levy Vaughn Fogler died in a 
chair at the Moose clubrooms last night. He was 
playing a game of solo with Jerry Doody at the time, 
and when the latter essayed a solo and played it so 
badly that he lost, Fogler and the other laughed heart- 
ily. In the midst of the laughter, Levy’s spirit stam- 
peded across the great divide. 
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TOKENS ON THE TRAIL 


Catchy title, don’t ya think? 
The Yukon Quest 1,000 mile 
dog sled race starts in a few 
YM day in Fairbanks, and ends 

A about 10-20 days later in 
), Whitehorse, depending on if 
you are the leader or the red 
lantern. 


The race began in 1984, kind of sort of tracing the 
winter trail of mail carriers during the gold rush years. 
There were not many settlements then, and there still 
are not that many now. 


What tokens might the mail carriers encountered on 
their trip from Fairbanks to the Yukon River, and 
down the river to Dawson and Whitehorse? Just for 
fun (and to fill space), I will also include a couple 
wooden nickels and plastic tokens from locations that 
did not have historical tokens. 


From Fairbanks, the mushers head east down the 
Chena River for the first checkpoint at Two Rivers, 
on Chena Hot Springs Road. 


They used to go by Chena Hot Springs but the route 
has changed slightly. Serves CHS right! What kind 
of “sustainable” energy fair issues a plastic token. It 
should have been a wooden nickel. 


From Two Rivers the mushers set out across country 
over Rosebud Summit to Mile 101 Steese Highway. 
State Senator Don Bennett used to own the roadhouse 
at Mile 101, but it burned down many years ago. 


FAN 

fo hie > 
DRINK > 
Y Miller House | y 


, 


“Bar 


Mile 101 sits at the base of Eagle Summit. After 
Eagle Summit the musher descends to Miller House 
(about mile 114 Steese Highway), a roadhouse es- 
tablished in 1896, and ceased operations in 1970 and 
long since gone. Long time readers will remember 
that I mentioned George C. Rietzel, who had the Coin 
Shop when I first came to Fairbanks in 1974. Miller 
House was one of his favorite metal detecting sites. 


Following, but not on, the Steese Highway brings 
the mushers into the lush (in the summer) valley and 
the mining village of Central. 


They pass within spitting distance of Arctic Circle 
Hot Springs. 
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TOKENS ON THE TRAIL, cont. 


The next run takes the mushers to Circle on the Yukon 
River. Gold was found on Birch Creek in 1893. 
Circle was founded the same year and was a supply 
point for gold miners in the Circle mining district. In 
1897, Circle nearly emptied out as miners rushed to 
the Klondike and then to Nome. 


Leaving Circle, it is “the end of the world as we 
know it.” Miles and miles of miles and miles. The 
mushers run 160 miles on the Yukon River to Eagle. 


Eagle was the first incorporated city (1901) in Inte- 
rior Alaska, and site of Fort Egbert. As with all vil- 
lages, the arrival of Yukon Quest mushers is the high- 
light of the winter. 


Eagle is just a few miles from the border. It is an- 
other 150 miles to Dawson City. But it not a flat trail. 
The mushers have to go over American Summit. 
After that, it is into Dawson City, where it is party 
time! 


The first musher to arrive receives 2 ounces of gold, 
if he or she finishes the race. There is a mandatory 


lay-over period so mushers and dogs can rest and pig 
out. Diamond Tooth Gerties opens for a short time. 
The mushers probably are not gambling, but the win- 
ter tourists and camp followers are. 


Taylor and Drury got their start in Dawson buying 
outfits from those who took one look and decided to 
turn around and go home. From this beginning, Tay- 
lor, Drury and Pedlar established trading posts on the 
Yukon River, and throughout the Yukon. 


Another run of 210 miles and the ascent and descent 
of King Solomon’s Dome, the highest point on the 
race, brings the mushers to Pelly Crossing and the 
home stretch. 


GOOD FOR 
ONE 
DRINK 


CARMACKS 


COMMUNITY 
CLUB 


Carmacks is a “short” 73 mile run, then Braeburn 
(77 miles) and the sprint into Whitehorse (100 miles). 


And next year at this time, I will re-write this article 
from the start in Whitehorse... 


See the next page for information about the tokens in 
this article. 


Check out the Yukon Quest website at: 
www.yukonquest.com 
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TOKENS ON THE TRAIL, cont. 


About the tokens: 


Fairbanks - William McPhee came into the country 
in 1888. It was McPhee’s saloon at Fortymile that 
Carmack first brought the news of his strike in the 
Klondike. See July, 2005 of ATC&PN. 


Miller House - These tokens are likely from the 40s 
or 50s. See the Dec. 1980 and Sept. 2003 issues of 
ATC&PN. 


Circle - Collins & Strait. One of the few dated Alaska 
tokens. They were in Dawson in 1901-02. 


Eagle - Eagle only has a coupon book with “chits” 
(paper tokens), so I used a Fort Egbert token. I have 
to believe there will eventually be a metal token from 
Eagle discovered. 


Dawson - Floridora (or Floradora) was a dance hall 
in Dawson. It does not say Dawson, but has been 
attributed to Dawson for a long time. I purchased 
the specimen in my collection from a little old lady 
in Carmacks, who only drove it on Sunday. 


White Horse - Taylor, Drury and Pedlar had trading 
posts throughout the Yukon. The Natives preferred 
TDP tokens to “Steamboat” money - folding paper 
currency. This is evidenced by the fact that most 
TDP aluminum tokens are in wretched, beat up con- 
dition. 


YUKON RIVER STERNWHEELERS, Celebrat- 
ing an Era. Regular price $75 Special - $49.00 


WHITE PASS & YUKON ROUTE, 100 years of 
service, 1898-1998. $45.00 


YUKON QUEST MEDALS 


‘ON QUEST | 


YUK 


I believe that the Yukon Quest issued medals from 
1993 to 2002, but the last I have a record for is 2000. 
These are surprisingly scarce compared to medals 
from “that other race.” 


We can offer the following: 
1993 1994 1997 (one only) 1999 (one only) 
Regular price - $75 each Special - $49.00 each 


Let’s see. Gold was discovered in 1896, and the WP&Y was up and running in 1898. They could not even 


get permits in that time these days. 
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SPEAKING OF THAT OTHER RACE... 
IDITAROD 1 OZ. SILVER MEDALS 


1990 - $100 
1993 - $75 
1994 - $75 
1996 - $45 
1997 - $45 
1999 - $45 
2000 - $45 ; 
2001 - $45 1994 reverse 
2002 - $45 

2006 - $45 2020 GOLD RELIEF - $100 


OTHER YEARS AVAILABLE. 
CONTACT US. The 2020 gold relief medal is different in that the 


PRICES ARE POSTPAID. field is gold, while the relief is silver. Very attractive 


and well done. 
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ALASWAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 
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North of 60° -------- 


A NORTHERN ROMANCE 


From Tinnahs & Sealskins, Gold Dust & Bingles, page 155: 


“A recent listing on eBay (April 2015), offering a Willis Long token along with a postcard 
from Eddie Willis to his future wife is postmarked “Sulphur, Y.T. MR 12, 1904.” If Willis 
was in Cleary in 1904, then he left the Yukon shortly after this postcard was mailed.” 


re scree 


“How does this compare to NYC. 
ECW. Sulphur, Y.T. March 11th ‘04.” 
Willis was very confident of his 
finance’s love to send a post card with 
this cabin! 


Mar dies yu 
Crrface wrth 
714i ECM, 


Lee, 


We now have further proof of this 
happy event. 


Los Angeles Herald, May 8, 1904. 

BEAUTY PRIZE WINNER TO 
WED ALASKA MILLIONAIRE 
WHO ONCE SAVED HER LIFE. 


Culminating a romance begun at Santa 
Monica, where the heroine was saved 
from drowning by her ardent admirer, 
comes the announcement that Miss 
Emma Newkirk, who won the $1000 
prize in a beauty show in New York 
last December, is to wed Edward 
Willis, a millionaire Klondike 
miner...She will wed her lover, go with 
him to Alaska and the attachment 
formed when he saved her from death is to be made life-long. 


Miss Newkirk is an athlete of more than ordinary ability. Among her list of accomplishments 
is the art of swimming, in which she excels. While living with her parents in Santa Monica 
she was often in the surf. One unlucky day - or rather lucky, as she thinks now - Miss Newkirk 
was enjoying herself in the placid waters of the Santa Monica Beach. Her powerful strokes 
and graceful mode of swimming were the admiration of the merry crowd on the beach. 


Second only in interest to the fair athlete was a young man, Edward Willis by name. He was 
an athlete and he was not slow to admire the fair young woman who was gayly battling with 
the surf. 


Venturing too far beyond the life line, Emma Newkirk was seized by the treacherous under- 
tow. She sank, then rose again. Once more she went down and a cry of horror came from the 
spectators on the beach. Willis heard the outcry and saw the danger. With powerful strokes he 
swam to the rescue of the fair girl. He reached her in time. A life-saver was soon out in his 
boat. More dead than alive, Emma Newkirk was carried upon the beach. Before the doctor 
arrived she had regained her senses and the first person she saw was the man who had rescued 
her. She thanked him rather shamefacedly, it seemed, but it must be remembered that she was 
one of the best swimmers in Santa Monica and she was proud of her record. 


continued on page 23 


wanna nanan nnn nn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nn nnn nnn nn nnn South of 50° 


EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


See the back page for breaking news on the 
Peratrovich Dollar! 


My thanks to Barry Smith who maintains the Emma 
Newkirk page on wikitree.com. His information 
filled in some holes in the newspaper articles. 


This month, it seems we are focusing on Fairbanks 
“suburbs” - Cleary, Chatanika, Olnes, Dome and 
Brooks/Livengood. Sorry no Chena. Maybe some 
other issue. 


As some may have noticed, the LoC newspapers are 
very limited. They are most useful for Skagway, 
Cordova, Valdez and Fairbanks, and Fairbanks would 
be better if they had a different newspaper. Not so 
much for Juneau as it does not always highlight the 
searched for word or term. The Iditarod paper is pro- 
viding information that it picks up from other papers 
that may not be represented on the LoC. We will 
make use of the Seward papers in an upcoming is- 
sue. 


eBay this month was again relatively quiet. I was quite 
surprised to see another Long, Willis $1. It slightly 
exceeded the one from last month at $406.58. I think 
the Fairbanks B-51a, Nabesna B-1la, and Nome B-8f 
were all good buys. It seems that demand for all but 
the rare Alaska tokens is sagging. We need new blood. 


Our next auction will be April 4. That means we 
will have to get the April issue in the mail a bit early, 
around mid-March. Be on the look out for it! 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Alakanuk, Alstrom, 25¢, $5,$10,$20,B-1 adef 12.990B 


(Anchorage), Idle Hour, 5¢, B-23a 113.61 
Bethel, N.C. Co., 25¢, B-2b 61.00 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, $1, B-1c 122.50 
Chichagoff, Chichagoff Club, 5¢, B-la 11.00 
Chitina, Navada Bar, 12'2¢, B-4a 91.00 
Cleary, Willis & Welch, 25¢, B-5a 51.00 
Cordova, Carscadden’s, 6%¢, B-6a 44.00 
Fairbanks, Nevada Bar, 5¢, B-37a 8.50 
Fairbanks, D. Ryan, no denom., B-51la 128.50 
Hoonah, Hoonah Pkg. Co., 25¢, B-1c 9.950B 
Ketchikan, R+C Pioneer, 25 pts., B-44d 6.66 
Ketchikan, T&M Pioneer, $1, B-46c 24.950B 
Kobuk, Harry Brown, 25¢, B-la 9.950B 
Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a 57.99 
Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a 42.37 
Long, Willis, 50¢, B-2b 82.99 
Long, Willis, $1, B-2c 406.58 
Nabesna, Nebesna Trd. Co., $1, B-la 56.00 
Nome, Board of Trade, 12'¢, B-8f 128.50 
Platinum, Alaska Traders, 50¢, B-1b 71.00 
Platinum, Alaska Traders, $1, B-1c 76.00 
Port Alexander, John Jacobsen, 12'’2¢, B-3a 7.39 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8blIII 24.50 
Talkeetna, Fairview, 12'2¢, B-2a 20.50 
Talkeetna, H.W.N., 50¢, B-3b 22.50 
Tonsina, Nafsted, 12'2¢, B-la 26.55 
Valdez, Blackwell (Rowdy), holed, B-2a 58.89 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12'2¢ TC, B-4b 28.00 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12'2¢ TC, B-4b 22.50 
Valdez, C.M. Day, 12'2¢, B-5a 140.50 
Dawson, Tanana Hotel, 25¢, B-21a 158.05 
AYPE, Encased cent, round 27.00 
Rutlader (not Goodnews Bay), $1, B-2b or c 15.05 
Mishler, AK/HI, oxidized N/S, HK-534 177.50 
Mishler, AK/HI, aluminum, HK-535 355.50 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did Not 
Sell; FTR=see For the Record. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


NEWMAN NUMISMATIC PORTAL 
For back issues: 

ATC&PN, Vol. I to Vol. XXX 

https://nnp. wustl.edu/library/publisherdetail/523362 
Alaskan Znachki Bulletin, all issues 

https://nnp. wustl.edu/library/publisherdetail/524076 
Alaska & Yukon Stocks and Bonds, all issues 
https://nnp. wustl.edu/library/publisherdetail/524689 


A NORTHERN ROMANCE, cont. 


They met again the next day. She recognized him 
with a bow and that was all. Soon after he left for 
San Francisco and then for Alaska. 


Miss Emma Newkirk went to New York where she 
posed for classic studies for eminent artists. She heard 
of the $1000 prize offered for the most perfectly 
formed woman. She entered the contest and was 
declared the winner. 


Edward Willis was in Alaska. He struck it rich, so 
rich that he in a moment was made a millionaire. He 
read of the New York beauty show. The name of the 
winner seemed strangely familiar. Could it be Emma 
Newkirk of Santa Monica? He believed it was none 
other. He wrote a letter. She answered in an encour- 
aging tone. Others followed. 


The wedding will take place next month in St. Louis. 
The couple will go to Alaska where they will make 
their home. 


Well, maybe not St. Louis! How about Dawson. In 
September. 


Daily Alaskan, Skagway, Sept. 19, 1904. 

Miss Emma C. Newkirk arrived on the City of Se- 
attle Saturday night and left this morning for Dawson, 
where she will become the wife of Ed. Willis, a 
Dawson and Fairbanks merchant. After the wedding, 
the bride and groom will leave for the new American 
camp if the season shall not be so far advanced to 
make that impossible. 


This, and following articles, suggests that Willis was 
already established in the Fairbanks area. 


Daily Alaskan, Skagway, Oct. 7, 1904. 

Miss Emma Newkirk, who recently passed through 
Skagway to Dawson where she became the wife of 
Edward Willis, mention of which was made in the 
Daily Alaskan, was the winner of the first prize in 
the beauty and physical culture contest which took 
place last spring at Madison square, New York. Miss 
Newkirk was given $1000 and since that time has 
played an important part in the illustrations of the 
Physical Culture magazine. 
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Seattle Star, Oct. 27, 1904 

MODERN VENUS DE MILO MARRIES A 
KLONDIKER 

Miss Emma Newkirk, who won the $1,000 prize 
at the New York beauty show, weds Edward Willis 
of Fairbanks, Alaska, in Dawson 


Miss Emma Newkirk, who won the $1,000 prize at 
the beauty show in Madison Square garden, New 
York last December, has married a Klondiker and 
become a resident of the new city of Fairbanks, 
Alaska. She became the bride of Edward Willis ten 
days ago in Dawson and immediately set out with 
him on a wedding tour which will end in the Tanana 
metropolis... 


Honors were showered upon her, but the flame of 
her love for her Klondike sweetheart burned steadily 
and last winter when Willis visited the states they 
resolved to be married in the following autumn... 


Willis, who went north in 1898, formerly was in busi- 
ness at No. 2 below on Sulphur creek, 30 miles from 
Dawson, and is one of the best known men from that 
part of the camp. He intends also to go into business 
in the Tanana Country. 


This explains why the post card mentioned earlier 
was mailed from Sulphur, Yukon. This is a missing 
link in the travels of Edward Willis. 


A NORTHERN ROMANCE, cont. 


Mrs. Willis traveled frequently to California to take 
part in swimming and diving contests. In 1909 she 
competed in a 50 yard race with her sister Dorothy, 
but they both lost to Helen Perkins, who set a new 
record. Emma did win the high dive contest, but there 
were no other competitors. She is back in California 
in September of 1910 for another contest, but no re- 
sults are found. 


Los Angeles Herald, November 19, 1910. 

Luna Park Management Promises Rare Program 
Emma Newkirk, Noted Swimmer, is Among Fea- 
tures of Attractive Opening Today. 


Special appliances have been erected in Luna Lake 
for the diving and swimming exhibition proffered by 
Miss Newkirk. She avers that in any kind of fancy 
diving, and sprint and distance swimming, she is 
ready to meet any woman. 


Tacoma Times, January 24, 1911. 
Most Perfectly Formed Woman in the World 


Emma Newkirk Willis of Los Angeles, Cal., is the 
girl who won the thousand dollar prize at Madison 
Square Garden several years ago, as being the most 
perfectly formed woman in the world. She is an ex- 
pert swimmer as well as a diver and owns a hand- 
some collection of trophies won in aquatic sports... 


Nothing looks too lofty to Mrs. Willis when it comes 
to fancy high diving. She takes the water gracefully 
and accurately. In her many exhibitions and con- 
tests, some of them involving feats that daunted men, 
she has never met with an accident. 


All this explains the post card below! (from the 
Candy Waugaman Collection). 


iP 


Emma Newkirk Willis high dive into the Chena! 


And what about Edward Willis, the Klondike Million- 


aire? 


We have no indication that Willis was a millionaire. 
To paraphrase the description of Homer, Alaska: A 
quaint little drinking town with a fishing problem, 
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A NORTHERN ROMANCE, cont. 


Willis was a merchant with a mining problem. He 
was involved in many mining ventures, but seemed 
to return to being a merchant when they failed. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, November 20, 1911. 
Will Operate Jupiter-Mars 


It is rumored that Eddie Willis is disposing of this 
business interests on Cleary Creek, and that he is 
moving a building on to the Jupiter-Mars quartz prop- 
erty with the intention of working a lease that he is 
interested in with Willie Larson. 


Valdez Daily Prospector, July 30, 1912. 
Enough High Grade Ore in Sight to Open and 
Equip the Mine 


The richest body of ore that has been uncovered is 
the way the rock is described, on which Eddie Willis, 
working up on the Pioneer claim of Chatham creek, 
by those who have been on the property during the 
past few days. Three tons of the rich rock he has out 
is conservatively estimated will yield $10,000 or 
enough to put the miner in a position where he can 
comfortably develop his lease. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, Sept. 2, 1912. 

The five stamp mill that is to be erected on Eddie 
Willis’ property on Chatham creek arrived on the 
Tanana. The mill will be put up at once. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, Oct. 21, 1912. 

The Land of Opportunity 

No better illustration of the opportunities offered by 
this country can be given than the success of Harris, 
Brown and Green, three young college graduates, who 
have taken a seven-year lease on the Jupiter-Mars 
mine on Chatham creek... 


They started working in Eddie Willis’s old 
works... The ore assays from twenty-eight to one hun- 
dred and thirty four dollars a ton, twenty eight being 
the lowest assay to date... before another winter has 
come around, they will have taken out...enough of 
the mother lode...to assure them a comfortable for- 
tune the balance of their days. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, October 28, 1912. 
Burns Brothers and Eddie Willis both said that they 
would gladly do a little milling of the ore produced 
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by the three young lessees of the Jupiter-Mars mine 
further up the hill on Chatham. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, June 22, 1914. 

Crites and Feldman have purchased the five-stamp 
mill at this place from E.C. Willis, which he erected 
about two years ago. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks. Sept. 28, 1914. 

On a new barge that was built in this city, Mr. and 
Mrs. E.C. Willis, Mr. and Mrs. W.T. Foster, J.C. 
Hungerford, Grant Duke and C.A. Berry left for Ruby 
Tuesday. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, Nov. 2, 1914. 

River Scow From Here Reached Ruby 

The E.C. Willis party that left Fairbanks Sept. 24 and 
drifted down in a scow rigged up with all the accom- 
modations of a houseboat arrived at Ruby on Oct. 2. 
Mr. Willis brought his wife and has come to stay this 
time. He brought down several tons of goods and in- 
tends to locate a poolroom and cigar store somewhere 
on the creeks. Mr. and Mrs. Willis left yesterday 
morning to make a tour of the creeks with the view 
of choosing a desirable location. 


suneue 
LONE | 


After apparently exhausting his funds, Eddie Willis 
is once again a merchant. Martin Pinska of Fairbanks 
staked him $10,000. He opened a store in Long, and 
expanded to Ruby. 


Eddie and Emma divorced after 1914 but before 1920. 
Emma passed away in 1969. 


So what are we to make of the two Willis tokens with- 
out a place-name? 


I still think, because of the similarities to the “Fritz” 
token (Cleary B-1a) and the “Totem” token (Cleary 


A NORTHERN ROMANCE, cont. 


B-4a), that the Eddie Willis (Cleary 6a) token is from 
Cleary. The fly in the ointment is that it was found 
with tokens from Dawson and Dyea, tokens that ob- 
viously traveled. A saving grace for me is that the 
Totem was found in a different hoard (Olnes), so it 
seems to indicate that these were issued at about the 


same time. 


As to the Willis Bingle encased cent (Cleary 6b), could 
this have been issued in Dawson or Sulphur Creek? 
At present, there is no way to tell. Was the term bingle 
ever used in Yukon? It was certainly used by Willis 
and Welch. While I lean towards a Yukon usage, as it 
stands, I think that an attribution to Cleary is as good 
a guess as we can make. 


$400,000 FIRE TOTALLY 
DESTROYS CLEARY 


_ S @ 


Daily Alaskan, Skagway, November 18, 1907. 
Fairbanks, Nov. 18 -- The town of Cleary City was 
destroyed by fire late Saturday night. The fire, it is 
thought, was caused by defective electric wiring in 
the rear rooms of the Totem Saloon, owned by John 
L. Gage, formerly of Skagway. There was practically 
no fire protection, except hand grenades and these 
were of no effect on account of the high wind which 
was prevailing at the time. The city will not be re- 
built as most of the merchants had already decided 
to move to Chatanika, the terminal of the railroad at 
the mouth of Cleary creek. The loss, no part of which 
was insured, will exceed four hundred thousand dol- 
lars. 


The Eddie Willis and Fritz tokens offered on page 
29 are probably victims of this fire. 
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SOLLY SPRING - Cleary B-3 


Daily Morning Alaskan, Skagway, Feb. 28, 1903 
Six hundred miners are already in the Tanana coun- 
try at the new diggins, according to Solly Spring, who 
arrived from the lower river, says the Dawson News 
of the 20th. He met several who had just returned 
from the country and they confirmed the first news 
of the strike. He advises stampeders to avoid the 
Fortymile route to the new gold fields. His reports of 
the Tanana are highly favorable. 


Abe Spring, father of the young man, is at Eagle. 
Solly will return to Eagle within a few days and join 
his father. They then will join the rush to Tanana. 
Many are joining the stampede from the lower river 
districts. 


Fairbanks Weekly News, Sept. 9, 1903. 


Alaska Prospector, Valdez, Dec. 19, 1907. 

Solly Spring, a merchant of Cleary City, arrived on 
the Orr stage, enroute to the States. His store burned 
in the big fire which swept Cleary City recently. 


Iditarod Pioneer, March 1, 1913 

Alaskans A-Plenty in Seattle 

A letter received on Thursday’s mail dated Seattle 
December 25, contained much interesting news of 
oldtimers now on the Outside... 


Solly Spring has four cigar stores. He is married, and 
has two children. 


MAHAN & GILLIS - ARCACE CIGAR STORE 
Brooks B-3 Olnes B-1 


Alaska Citizen, July 12, 1915. 

Will Open Store in the New Camp 

Taking with him a stock of goods with which he will 
open up a general merchandise store in the new camp, 
William G. Mahan left town yesterday on the launch’ 
Elmer G yesterday. Associated with Mr. Mahan in 
the venture is Mike Gillis, both of them being well 
known old time merchant men. 


Before leaving yesterday Mr. Mahan stated that he 
will decide upon a location for the new establish- 
ment as soon as he has looked the ground over care- 
fully. He has about decided, however, that the town 
will be on discovery Livengood creek, and will there- 
fore probably locate there. 


Elmer G. Takes Large Load 

Loaded to the guards with supplies for the new camp 
and pushing a barge loaded likewise, the launch Elmer ke ke fe fe fe tele 
G. left for the log jam on the Tolovana river. It is 
expected that the trip will be negotiated without 
trouble as the launch has already made the journey 
twice. 


Dome City Cigar Store 


CIRCULATING LIBRARY 


Clothing, Stationery, Ete. The 
Place where you meet the boys. 


BRANCH STORE AT OLNES. 


Included in the load of the Elmer G. was a stock of 
goods for the Paul Ringseth store. A stock of general 
merchandise was also take for W.G. Mahan and Mike 
Gillis, who are preparing to open a store on discov- 
ery Livengood creek... 


Those taking passage on the Elmer G. for the 
Tolovana were: W.G. Mahan, Fred Douse, George 
Comstock, Paul Ringseth, William Ward and Elam 


Harnish. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, 1910-1913 


Alaska Citizen, August 30, 1913. 

Al Coslett, proprietor of the Mecca, has gone to the 
Tolovana, taking with him a pool table and bar outfit 
with the expectation of selling it. 


Ed. Note: Coslett owned the Mecca (saloon) in 
Fairbanks, and had other business interests in Brooks 
and Cleary. 
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N.G. COX - CHATANIKA 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, Oct. 25, 1915. 

Cox Is Going into Business at Olnes 

Thursday afternoon in district court, the petition of 
N.G. Cox for a transfer of his liquor license from 
Chatanika to Olnes was granted by Judge Bunnell. 
Accordingly, Mr. Cox closed his barroom at Cha- 
tanika Saturday night and states he will have his new 
place of business at Olnes open tomorrow. 


However, Mr. Cox will keep his hotel at Chatanika 
open to the traveling public. He will also engage in 
the hotel business in Olnes, having taken over the 
Olnes hotel building directly opposite the railroad 
depot at the creek city and centrally located. 


OLNES HOTEL 


WILL OPEN 


Tuesday Morning, October 26 


Rooms Refurnished Throughout. First-class Ac- 
commodations. Going to and From the 
Tolovana Give us a Call 
BAR IN 


CONNECTION N. G. COX, Prop. 


Alaska Citizen, October 25, 1915 


Valdez Daily Prospector, Oct. 27, 1915. 

Winter Auto Service for Tolovana Camp 
Fairbanks: Determined to make the Chatanika route 
the most suitable for traffic to the Tolovana district, 
N.G. Cox, the Chatanika hotel man has purchased 
the two narrow gauge cars which Bob Sheldon used 
on the trail last winter and will press them into ser- 
vice to the new camp. At the present time men are at 
work on the cars, making them into one six wheel 
car. The front wheels of one car are being removed 
so that the forward end of that auto may be attached 
to the rear end of the other. In this way he will have a 
four-wheel drive, which will give the light machine 
exceptionally high power. 


Immediately after freeze-up the car will be put into 
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B-3 


service from Chatanika to Brooks and Mr. Cox says 
that people will see ultimately that the road from the 
railroad terminus is better than any other. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, December 27, 1915. 
N.G. Cox has succeeded in negotiating the trail from 
Olnes to Brooks, in the Tolovana country, with an 
automobile. He made the trip in two days. Cox’s 
auto is the first machine to make the trip over the 
trail to the new camp. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, April 9, 1917. 

Latest News of Tolovana 

N.G. Cox is fitting up Moose hall for a thirst empo- 
rium, having brought his “swell front” with him. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, Sept. 10, 1917. 

N.G. Cox of Brooks arrived in Fairbanks yesterday 
morning and after spending the day here, left on the 
evening car for Chatanika. 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, October 8, 1919. 
N.G. Cox is to be postmaster at Brooks according to 
the Fairbanks News-Miner. 


Cordova Daily Times, May 9, 1921. 

Well Known Man of Interior Dead 

N.G. Cox, who was brought to Nenana from 
Livengood several days ago...died at the government 
hospital... 


The deceased was one of the most widely known old- 
timers in interior Alaska. He was in business for many 
years at Chatanika and was more recently engaged 
in business in the Tolovana, where he is survived by 
a wife. 


Acting on the instructions received from Mr. N.G. 
Cox of Tolovana, the local Pioneers shipped the body 
to Fairbanks, where the funeral of the well known 
oldtimer was held under the auspices of the Fairbanks 
igloo, of which the deceased was a member. 


The body was escorted to the Fairbanks train by a 
number of Pioneers and friends. 


N.G. Cox came into the Yukon in 1897. 


TOKENS OF THE SUBURBS! 
BROOKS/LIVENGOOD 


Livengood Inn, 25¢, B-2a 50.00 


CLEARY 


Pioneer Pool Room, 25¢, B-5a, corroded. ; 
Owned by Dave Petree, he also owned Fritz, B-1a. From the Cleary hoard, dug, 


the Pioneer Hotel in Fairbanks B-45. 150.00 wretched condition 20.00 


Totem, 12'’2¢, B-4a. From the Olnes hoard. 50.00 


Bingle Fritz, 25¢, B-1a, center aluminum quite 
worn. Purchased these “pre-hoard” and 


losing a lot on them! 45.00 


CHATANIKA 


Eddie Willis, B-6a. From the Cleary hoard, 
dug, wretched condition. 15.00 


.-PIONEER HOTEL... 


ESTABLISHED 1903 


85 Rooms Stables 


As above, 50¢, B-1b, XF or so. 55.00 
Dempsey Hotel, N.G. Cox, 25¢, B-3a. Holed. DAVE PETREE, Prop. 
(3 examples all holed in nearly the same 
place. Obviously for some reason - new 
owner? For use at Olnes?) 30.00 FAIRBANKS 
As above, $1, B-3c, not holed. 45,00 Pioneer Hotel, 10¢, B-45b 25:00 


As above, 25¢, B-45c 25.00 
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BREAKIN 
NEWS!!! 


PERATROVICH 
DOLLAR 
TO CIRCULATE IN 
ALASKA. 
MINT EXPLORING 
WAYS TO MAKE IT 


HAPPEN 


Enlarged 


In the on-line version of Coin World today (Feb. 14), 
it was reported that the U.S. Mint was preparing to 
meet the State of Alaska’s request for the release of 
5 million Elizabeth Peratrovich Native American 
Dollars to circulation in Alaska. It will be the first 
dollar coin released to circulation since 2011. 


Where the coins will be minted (Philadelphia, Den- 
ver or both), the logistics and the costs of getting 
them to banks in Alaska will be determined. 


As has become standard practice the date, mint mark 
and “E Pluribus Unum” can be found on the edge. 
Determining the mint is not an easy task for those of 
us with old eyes. 


And I just ordered 500 for $580 from the Mint on 
Feb. 12. Two days ago, I was hoping this would hap- 
pen, but did not really believe that it would! 
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TIERRA DEL FUEGO 


PANES SONG SEA GEES ISIE’ ea i IRAN ae I | 


BASE NAVAL USHUAIA | 
\PROVEEDURIA 
VADE Por 1 kilo de pan 
| 


ee ee ee ee 


See seo ee 


USHUAIA, ARGENTINA: Base Naval Ushuaia/ 
Proveeduria (supply)/ Vale por | kilo de pan (value 1 
kilo of bread). Black on off-white paper, overprinted 
Dist. Nav. Rio Grande in blue, 60mm by 37mm. The 
only “good for” token I have seen from Ushuaia, other 
than for the casinos. 


NEW GOLD TOKEN 


Baia Ar cane, ae mata 


I purchased some gold back in September, but have 
not had time to work it. I finally got time to work in 
the shop, and made 22 gold tokens from Portage 
Creek in the Circle mining district. 


Gold was not discovered on Portage Creek until the 
early 1900s. Ten ounces were reportedly recovered 
from one claim in 1906. Full-scale mining did not 
begin until 1933. Reported fineness is .806. Shown 
enlarged above and actual size below. 


The gold tokens are $90 each. Silver die trials are $5 
each. 


See page 37 


ALASKAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 


ALASKA RARE COINS, P.O. BOX 72832, FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99707 Phone 907 452-6461 email: akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


\ POLAR NUMISMATIST VOLUME XLM, NO. 4, APRIL, 2020. 


North of 60° -------- 


WALTER STOREY 


ODIAK B-1 


Walter Storey gets only a brief mention in Ron Benice’s 
Alaska and Yukon Tokens as the issuer of a token in Odiak. 
After that, he was manager of the Alaska Packers’ Association Canneries in Southeastern 
Alaska. He was intertwined with Cordova businesses for some time. 


The Alaska Prospector, Valdez, April 7, 1904. 


Notice of forfeiture 
To H. Culpepper and G. M Esterly, administrators of the estate of M.O. Gladhaugh, deceased 
and to the heirs of said M.O. Gladhaugh, deceased. 


You are hereby notified that the undersigned have expended the sum of one thousand, eight 
hundred dollars in the development and improvement of those certain quartz mining claims... 


Said money expended for the development and improvement of said claims was done as and 
for the annual assessment work on said claims required by law, for the years 1901, 1902 and 
1903, and you are further notified that if you, or either of you fail to pay to the undersigned 
the proportion of said sum due from each of you on or before the expiration of 90 days from 
the publication of this notice, that you and each of your interests in said claims will be for- 
feited to your co-owners, the undersigned. 


Payment may be made to Walter Storey, at Odiak, Alaska. 


Dated at Valdez, Alaska, this 18th day of January, 1904. 
Walter Storey 
Axel Englund 
John P. Swanson 
P. Dahl 
First publication Jan 21, 1904 
Last publication April 21, 1904 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, August 16, 1913. 

Walter Storey, formerly manager of Alaska Packers’ Association canneries in Southeastern 
Alaska, but now a resident of San Francisco, is a passenger bound for Cordova on the Alameda 
where he has real estate interests. He says the developments in the North this year are attract- 
ing wide attention to Alaska. 


Cordova Daily Times, May 29, 1915. 
The steamer Mariposa is due to arrive here tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock. Among her 
passengers is...Walter Storey, owner of the old Hotel MacCormac building. 


Cordova Daily Times, May 31, 1915. 

Capt. Walter Storey, owner of the old MacCormac Hotel arrived from 
California yesterday and is busy greeting old friends. The Captain has not 
as yet definitely determined what he will do with reference to the hotel, 
but unless he can make satisfactory arrangements on its rental, will in all 
probability reopen the place himself. 


continued on page 33 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


A quickie issue this month so we can get you the 
Alaska portion of our April 4 auction. Thanks to the 
tremendous amount of content on the LoC, we could 
fill these pages relatively easily. 


Two rare tokens went unsold at their opening bid on 
eBay. Not much else to report. 


PERATROVICH DOLLAR 


As noted in last month’s issue, the U.S. Mint is look- 
ing at how they can comply with the State of Alaska’s 
request to release 5 million Elizabeth Peratrovich 
Dollars into circulation in Alaska. 


As I see it, the next obstacle are the banks. They don’t 
see or want any dollar coins. It is up to us to make 
sure they request them from the Federal Reserve if 
the Mint does authorize their release to circulation. 
To accomplish this, we need to contact the bank presi- 
dents or other persons in authority to let them know 
that we want the Peratrovich Dollar. 


Further, if you are on Facebook or other social me- 
dia, ask your friends to do the same. If we can gather 
a ground swell of support, then maybe the banks will 
at least order a token amount to start. Hopefully the 
demand will snowball and they will have to order 
more. 


The banks in Alaska ordered the Alaska quarter when 
it was released in 2008. Let them know there is a 
demand for the Peratrovich Dollar. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Dawson Correspondent - Vic Tubman 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Cordova, E.A. Hegg, 5¢, B-17a OB449.99NB 
Hoonah, Hoonah Pkg. Co., 25¢, B-1c 23.05 
Hoonah, Hoonah Pkg. Co., 50¢, B-1dI 10.50 
Ketchikan, “P” (Pioneer), 10 points, B-41a 7.50 
Nome, Lead Pencil, B-2a and maverick: 

WW/CR&C 25¢ at the bar. 76.00 


Found on the beach at Nome, WW/CR&C should be iden- 
tifiable, but we cannot pin it down. And, I swear I have 
seen it before, but it is not in the 40 year Index. 


Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-Ic 105.36 
Palmer, ARRC, 25¢, BOId 98.87 
Thane, Thane Club, 5¢, B-4a OB599.99NB 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did Not 
Sell; FTR= see For the Record. 


The Embers, submitted by 
JW Terrill. Alum., 32mm. 


WALTER STOREY, cont. 


Cordova DailyTimes, August 9, 1915. 

Today a lease for a three year period was closed with 
Walter Storey, owner of the Rainier Grand hotel, by 
Robert Gottschalk and Art Cloninger, who took im- 
mediate possession of the building and expect to re- 


In the meantime the place will be thoroghly reno- 
vated and put in first class condition. Practically the 
interior of the building will be re-papered and painted 
and new furnishings placed where needed. 


The bar will be moved into the old lobby in the cor- 
ner and a ladies parlor fitted up in the room formerly 
used as a bar. The heating plant has been overhauled 
and the hotel opens under new management it will 
be a strictly up-to-date place. 


Valdez Daily Prospector, April 19, 1916. 

W.H. Storey of California, owner of the Rainier Grand 
Hotel in Cordova was an arrival on the Northwest- 
ern. Heis a plaintiff in an action in the district against 
S.O. Breedman. 


Valdez Daily Prospector, May 8, 1916. 
Late Saturday 

eveing the jury in S 
the case of Walter 
Storey vs. S. O. 
Breedman __ re- 
turned a verdict in 
favor of the plaintiff after being out about six hours. 


The verdict awards the plaintiff the sum of $112.50, 
as instructed by the court, for one-half month’s rent 
of the MacCormac hotel at Cordova, and a further 
award $573 was made as damages for failure on the 
part of the lessee (Breedman) to leave the premises 
in a habitable condition when he gave up the hotel. 


The action grew out of the throwing up of the lease 
by the lessee before it had expired, and the removal 
of furniture and fixtures from the building which had 
been placed there in. 


Cordova Daily Times, April 26, 1919. 

Captain Walter Storey, owner of the Alaskan Hotel, 
and Mrs. Storey are residing in Hearldburg, Cal. The 
captain recently purchased a new automobile, and is 
taking in all the sights California has to offer. 


Cordova Daily Times, January 14, 1920 

The Alaskan Hotel has changed ownership, the build- 
ings and furnishings having been purchased from 
Captain Walter Storey by Robert and Frances Ferrel, 
subject to the present lease held by Dan Sexton. The 
purchase price was $25,000, and the deal was 
consumated through the Cordova Abstract and Re- 
alty Company 


IN OTHER CORDOVA NEWS 


Cordova Daily Times, June 21, 1919. 


Katalla, B-la 
P.L. Simpson and Robert Ashland are conducting ho- 
tels at Vancouver, B.C. The former owns The West 
and the latter The Balfour. 


Cordova Daily Times, Oct. 20, 1919. 


Cordova, B-34a 
Charles M. Rosswog has purchased the building oc- 
cupied by his store from our former townsman Rob- 
ert Ashland, now of Vancouver. 
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CORDOVA TOKENS 
FOR SALE 


Tokens are VG to VF unless otherwise noted. 


50.00 


Alaska Hotel, 12'2¢, B-2a 10.00 Old Crow, 6%¢, B-31a 45.00 
Southern Club, 6'4¢, B-36a 45.00 


Oscar Breedman, 6'4¢, B-5a 75.00 
The Club, 25¢, B-10a, totally blank 5.00 As above, but AU/BU 75.00 


28.00 = Windsor Hotel, 6%4¢, B-41a, corroded 75.00 


Cordova House, 5¢, B-14a 75.00 


Copper River & North West Railway 
brass chit, B-7a 75.00 


Sixty Steam Heated Rooms Eletric Lighted | 


Horseshoe, 6'4¢, B-19a 45.00 Hot and Cold Water in Every Room 
With or Without Bath. 


Cordova House 


H. C. ROSS, Proprietor. 


Headquarters for Railroad and Mining Men 
Satisfaction Guranteed 
Rates Reasonable 


Horseshoe Liquor, 6'4¢, B-20a 45.00 
As above, crudely pierced 5.00 


Cordova Daily Times, October 30, 1915 
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LOUIS KEIST’S MISSING BINGLE FOUND? 


In the February issue, we noted that Louis Keist was 
closing his business and this bingles needed to be 
turned in. No token is known with Louis Keist’s 
name. 


Louis Keist ran Douglas City Meat Market, starting 
at least 1903 until 1912: 


“memaieiepeaniibiiical eects 


: Douglas City [eat Market: 


L. H. Keist, Proprietor - 


« [eats of All Kinds. = 


FISH AND GAME IN SEASON 


DOUGLAS, ALASKA 


~via ancl ern 
SEELLESESEDLESSSESSSESE 


DO STREET 


Matin HALLALEHAAAESEPERELE AES SLES ESSE SSS 


Douglas Island News, November 18, 1903. 


Douglas Island News, June 26, 1912. 

L.H. Keist, for many years a Douglas business man, 
last week sold his market to H.E. and Luther Cham- 
bers. Mr. Keist says he does not intend to leave Dou- 
glas. 


Louis did not leave Douglas. In fact he purchased 
another business: 


Douglas Island News, September 4, 1912. 

Last week, Mr. L.H. Keist bought of Egbert Loomis 
all right, title and interest in the Hunter pool room, 
one of the most popular resorts for men in the city. 


HUNTER HOTEL 
AMUSEMENT PARLORS 


Spend your leasure time playing pool 
oni billiards, You are always welcome. 
Come see me, 


L. H. KIEST . DOUGLAS 


Alaska Daily Empire, June 24, 1914. 


Douglas Island News, August 4, 1915. 

Many people in Douglas and Treadwell will throw 
away an old pipe because of a small break, when L.H. 
Keist would make it as good as new for a few cents. 
All kinds of repairs. A complete line of pipes, cigars 
and tobaccos. Keist Pool Room. 


Douglas Island News, January 26, 1916. 

L.H. Keist will wind up his Douglas business with 
the present month. He expects to move to Juneau by 
Feb. Ist. Louie’s bingles are still at par, but they may 
depreciate after the first. If you have any, bring them 
in. 


But wait! 


SIOGSVSD V1 COGESETE 9000003 ePOSOOOS 


The Hotel Hunter 


L..| H./ KEIST,| Proprietor 


Pabst Bluc Ribbon Beer on Draught 


DOUULAS, ALASKA 


noc ann or senecsee ceaneese 


OOSION DS MHOHLIT IN BOGOOGSS V* 


Douglas Island News, August 4, 1916. 


So much for closing and moving to Juneau. But a 
move to Cordova was not far off. 


Are the Hunter Hotel tokens (B-22) the missing Louis 
Keist tokens? A hotel, in and of itself would not 
need a 6'4¢ token, but a bar or pool room in connec- 
tion would. 


But the Hunter Hotel was in business before Louis 
and carried on after Louis left. There would have been 
no need to redeem the tokens. My money is on a Louis 
Keist token still being out there. Keep looking! 


Seward Gateway, February 17, 1921. 

Mr. L.H. Keist is in the city on his way to Anchor- 
age. Mr. Keist has closed out the Keist furniture 
Company’s store in Cordova and will engage in the 
same business in Anchorage. He was formerly a resi- 
dent of Douglas Island for some years managing the 
Karsten’s Meat Market. He is well known thru-out 
Alaska and the Interior and in ‘98 “Louie” was a fa- 
miliar figure to the people of Dawson where he was 
with the first to locate on Bonanza Creek. 
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EMIL FISCHER - DOUGLAS B-16 


Emil Fischer (Fisher on the token and in many news 
items) started as a barber in Douglas. 


Douglas Island News, Sept. 14, 1910. 

Emil Fisher has sold his interest in the Hunter barber 
shop and will leave the last of the month for Portland 
Oregon. 


Douglas Island News, November 9, 1910. 

Emil Fisher has returned on the Humboldt and has 
gone to work in the tonsorial parlors a the Hunter 
Hotel. 


Douglas Island News, May 22, 1912. 
Douglas barber shops were amalgamated last week 
when Chas. Spores moved over to Emil Fisher’s shop. 


Douglas Island News, January 29, 1913. 
Emil Fisher, one of Douglas’ popular barbers, is go- 
ing south to California for his health. 


Douglas Island News, May 10, 1913. 

Emil Fischer will leave on the Jefferson for Califor- 
nia where he goes with the intentions of staying. His 
failing in health was the cause of the change. 


Douglas Island News, January 21, 1914. 
Emil Fischer has opened up his cigar stand and pool 
room in the Day building on Front street. 


® HURRY BACK TO 


EMIL FISCHER’S 


For Your Barber Supplies 
FRONT STREET . DOUGLAS 


Alaska Daily Empire, March 5, 1914. 


Alaska Daily Empire, March 16, 1914. 

Douglas, March 16 - By the end of the present week 
a number of changes will have taken place on Front 
street. A business transaction was consummated Sat- 
urday by Hugh Day of Tenakee (B-3), the owner of 
the Day building, whereby the property was trans- 
ferred under a lease to Cassie B. Secrest, who will 
move hid City Bar into the center room of the build- 
ing, now occupied by Emil Fisher. The will necessi- 


tate the removal of Mr. Fisher to the room now occu- 
pied by the barber shop, and the barber shop will go 
into the shooting gallery room. The owners of the 
gallery expect to move elsewhere if a suitable site 
can be obtained, and are considering a place in Ju- 
neau. 


Alaska Daily Empire, July 14, 1914. 

Douglas, July 14 - His lease having expired, and the 
room being needed by the City Bar, Emil Fischer is 
today moving his stock of cigars and tobaccos to the 
Penglase building four doors west of his former site. 
The building is now occupied by Mr. Fischer was 
formerly the Salt Lake Bar and has been entirely re- 
modelled. 


Alaska Daily Empire, May 9, 1919. 

Douglas, May 9 - Carl Jacobson, who has a jewelry 
store on St. Ann’s Avenue, has leased the store room 
on Front Street formerly occupied by Emil Fisher’s 
cigar store. 


WORST BREAKUP IN 
THE CAMP’S HISTORY 


Alaska Citizen, May 8, 1911. 
Run of Tanana Ice Immediately Following 
Breakup in Slough Causes Jam and Flood That 


...Following is the depth of water in some of the places 
in different parts of town, at the time when water 
was the highest:...Brido’s grocery store near the Co- 
lumbia Hotel, 3 feet 6 inches;...Third Avenue hotel, 
8 inches...Alaska Citizen, 2 feet. 


Ed Note: Brido’s (B-9a) was at 19 First Avenue. See 
May 2019, page 47 for a photo of the Alaska Citizen 
under flood conditions. 
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TURNER TOWNSEND of Townsend & Rose Cigar Store, Dawson 


Daily Alaskan, Skagway, January 16, 1899 

The Dawson and Atlin passengers (ed. note: on the 
City of Seattle) are shown by the number of dogs. 
The principal shippers of canines, with the number 
of howlers each had are as follows: 


Dr. E.B. Kenne, 23; T. Townsend, 36; F. Snow, 53... 


Daily Morning Alaskan, Skagway Feb. 3, 1900. 
KEEPING A CLOSE WATCH 


Police Requiring Travelers to Register at all Road- 
houses. 


T. Townsend, who has arrived from Dawson, enroute 
to the Sound, brings word that the Northwest Mounted 
Police are requiring all travelers to register at all road 
houses at which they call between Dawson and 
Bennett. The keepers of the road houses make the 
requests, and should any one refuse to comply, they 
are supposed to report the matter to the police. 


“The police,” continues Mr. Townsend, “are work- 
ing hard on the Clayson-Olsen-Relfe mystery, but are 
giving out no information... 


“ Everyone on the way out looks for any signs of the 
missing men, and for any place that they might have 
found their graves, but there seems no open places in 
the ice anywhere this side of Minto. 


“T left Dawson on January 13, and came through with 
five dogs.” 


Mr. Townsend is of the Dawson cigar firm of 
Townsend and Rose, and is going south for a fresh 
stock for their store. 


Ed. Note: Townsend went on to be a florist (featured 
on Zaccarelli post cards), and then janitor at the 
Dawson school. Rose moved to Fairbanks and es- 
tablished the Rose Cigar Co. 
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Daily Alaskan, Skagway, Dec. 2, 1907. 
CONNECTING HALL WITH 

GOLD DUST ROBBERY. 
Dawson, Dec. 2 -- Dick Hall, charged with stealing 
$40,000 in gold from the mail while enroute from 
Fairbanks to Seattle... 


Turner Townsend, janitor of the Dawson public 
school building, testified to having been present when 
the police discovered the missing gold sacks and other 
articles under the school building. 


Daily Morning Alaskan, Skagway Feb. 24, 1919. 
CAPT. BLACK IS BACK IN GERMANY WITH 
BOYS 


Letters dated December 29 were received last evening 
from Bonn, Germany, by Mr. and Mrs. Turner 
Townsend from their sons Alfred and Norton, who 
stated that they were in Bonn with the Canadian 
forces. They are members of the Second Canadian 
Mounted Machine Gun Company, and state that Cap- 
tain Black is back in command of the company. 


ops 


is yA Townsend's Garden and Green House at Dawson Y. T. 
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Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, March 6, 1911. 
N.A.T. Johnnie, of Fort Yukon, was indicted by the 
grand jury on a charge of forgery on Monday. He is 
accused of having drawn an order on January 18, on 
the firm of Horton & Moore, in the name of Grafton 
Burke. 


Iditarod Pioneer, October 18, 1913. 

Upon being brought into the district court for plead- 
ing as to the charges on which they were recently 
indicted by the grand jury at Ruby, Truman Horton 
and Merle McCambridge both pleaded not guilty. 
Both men are from Fort Yukon, and are accused of 
cohabitation. The men were recently brought up from 
Tanana by Deputy Marshal Vawter. They are now 
out on bonds for their appearance for trial, that of 
Horton being set of December 8, and of 
McCambridge for December 9. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, January 19, 1914. 
Fort Yukon Merchants Enjoined From Moving 
The sequel to the Fort Yukon troubles was enacted in 
district court Thursday when attorneys argued the 
case of the United States vs. Cadzao et al. Judge 
Fuller, at the conclusion of arguments, announced 
that he would issue an injunction against Horton & 
Moore and others, restraining them from encroach- 
ing on the Indian reserve with their buildings. 


Although this property case was the first, and the dif- 
ficulties merely the natural outgrowth, it was not tried 
out until the last. The government, at the instigation 
of the mission people, claimed part of Fort Yukon as 
an Indian reserve and school. As the store building 
of Horton & Moore is rapidly being undermined by 
the river, they are enjoined from moving back, and 
will be obliged to erect new buildings elsewhere. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, July 27, 1914. 

Word has been received in Fairbanks of the recent 
death of Billy Moore of Ft. Yukon, resulting from 
injuries sustained when the engine of the boat on 
which he was riding started while he was fixing it. 
He is the junior member of the firm Horton & Moore. 
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Iditarod Pioneer, November 25, 1916. 

Death of Billy Moore 

Billy Moore, the man who was so terribly injured on 
the steamer Leotai a short time ago, died on July 22 
at the hospital at Fort Gibbon from internal hemor- 
rhage. His legs were amputated on July 13. Moore’s 
death caused sorrow at Tanana, where he was well 
known and universally liked. He made a brave fight 
for his life against overwhelming odds. The trip down 
from the Crow river was made in record time, and he 
was hurried down to the army hospital at Fort Gib- 
bon with all possible speed and comfort. His nerve 
was wonderful, and held out to the end. 


Iditarod Pioneer, November 25, 1916. 

Fort Yukon Off the Map 

As the main channel of the Yukon river has changed 
at Fort Yukon, the bank in front of the town has 
washed away completely, and as a result, Horton & 
Moore, Haley’s roadhouse and other business estab- 
lishments have been forced to move back their places 
from the river front. In front of their old establish- 
ments there is little more than a foot of ground to 
walk on, and that may be washed away before the 
end of the season. The business places have not 
moved yet, but they are preparing to get to a place of 
safety. Some fears are entertained that the whole town 
will be washed away in a break up in the near future 
unless the channel should change again. at present 
the mission is in no danger, but the river continues to 
eat away the bank, and it may be necessary to move 
it. - Fairbanks News Miner. 


FEBRUARY HOLABIRD SALE 


Fred Holabird offered a lot of 45 Alaska tokens and 
medals. We would classify most of them as common 
to scarce. The exceptions were the following: 


Fairbanks, Idle Hour, 25¢, B-27c 
Juneau, B&B, 12%, B-7b 


Also included was an unlisted Horton & Moore 25¢ 
from Fort Yukon, illustrated upper left. It is alumi- 
num and 24mm in diameter. 


The lot sold for $4,300, plus $1,075 buyer’s fee, a 
total of $5,375. Even if you put the unlisted Horton 
& Moore token in at $2,000, and the other two at 
$500 each, that is over $56 per token. Does not look 
like a good buy. 


AUCTION TO BE HELD IN FAIRBANKS 


APRIL 4, 2020. 


Bids accepted until Noon, April 4 - Auction begins 7:00PM 
By mail: Alaska Rare Coins, 551-B Second Ave., Fairbanks, AK 99701 
By phone: 907-452-6461 By email - akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


ALASKA TOKENS ESTIMATE 


260 Alaska Tokens: Anchorage, Anchorage Dairy, | Pint (brass) and 1 Quart (alum.), B-7 a and b. 


The brass | Pint is quite scarce. Two pieces. 70. 
261 Alaska Token: Anchorage, Cheechako Tavern, 12'4¢ in trade. B-11bII, AU with faint luster. 30. 
262 Alaska Tokens: Anchorage, Bert’s Liquor Store, 15¢ and 25¢. B-9 a and b, both AU/BU 25. 
263 Alaska Tokens: Bethel, Olsen Bros., 25¢, 50¢ and $1, B-3, a-c, XF or better. In a custom 

Capital Plastics type display case. The case is worth more than the tokens! 45. 


264 Alaska Tokens: Fairbanks. Included are: Fairview Hotel Pool Room, 25¢ in trade, B-19b, dug 
and severely corroded but readable; Pastime Cigar Store, 5¢ in trade, B-44a; and Zapel’s 


Restaurant, 10¢, B-58a, BU. Three pieces. 30. 
265 Alaska Tokens: Gambell, Reindeer Commercial Co. (3) each of the 1¢, 5¢ and 10¢, B-1, a-c. 

VF or better. These tokens were used into the 1960s. Nine pieces. 30. 
266 Alaska Tokens: Juneau. Includes: Tom George 50¢ and $1, B-23 a and b, BU; Imperial Pool 

Parlor, 5¢, B-30a, BU; and AH King, 50¢, B-42c. Four tokens 30. 
267 Alaska Tokens: Ketchikan, Blue Fox Pup, set of 4; 5¢, 25¢, 50¢ and $1, B-6, a,c,d,e. The three 

lower values are Fine or better, the $1 is XF. Four pieces. 50. 
268 Alaska Tokens: Ketchikan, Stedman Hotel Co., (2) 12'4¢, B-60alI and B-60all. The second piece 

is counterstamped “F” for Ferris. XF and Fine with corrosion, respectively. Two pieces. 45. 


269 Alaska Tokens: Alaska Milk Tokens. Included are: Fairbanks Public Schools, B-18a, XF; and 
Juneau Douglas Schools, 2 Pint red and green, B-34 a and b, VF or better. Also included are 
(3) milk bottle caps: Fairbanks Bentley’s Dairy, two types and Kennecott Copper Corporation 


Kennecott Dairy. 6 pieces. 40. 
270 Alaska Tokens: Savoonga, Reindeer Commercial Co. (3) each of the 1¢, 5¢ and 10¢, B-1, a-c. 
VF or better. These tokens were used into the 1960s. Nine pieces. 30. 


271 Alaska Bank! This cool bank is shaped like an ice-box. If you don’t know what an ice-box looks 

like, ask your grandparents (or Google). This metal bank is white with cold colored hardware 

(no the doors do not open) and “ALASKA.” There is a repair to on of the feet. There are some 

small , paint chips and the top is a bit dirty. It measures about 6 inches high, 4.5 inches wide 

and just under 3 inches deep. Way cool! (pun intended). 40. 
272 Alaska Festival of Music Set, 1960, sterling silver (1.026 ASW) and bronze. The obverse has the 

well known “hands conducting over the mountains” design. Made by Herff Jones, the High 

School ring company! We have seen the silver medal offered on eBay for $200+ 100.+ 
273 Anchorage: (10) Years of Fur Rendezvous medals. Fur Rondy is the “Mardi Gras” of Alaska. 

It features dozens of activities and events, and its famous sled dog race. Ten sets of sterling 

silver and brass medals, from 1970 to 1979 inclusive. Original packaging is missing. All BU 

mostly proof-like, with some cloudiness from PVC. ASW is 7.86 troy oz. A total of 20 medals. 250. 
274 Dawson, Yukon: North Star Enterprises Set. First Annual Gold Rush Festival, 1962, sterling 

silver (.796 ASW) and brass. While records show 1898 of the silver were minted, they do not 

show up very often. A nice gold panner with can-can girls in the clouds grace the obverse. 75. 
275 Fairbanks: North Star Enterprises, 1963 Cheechako Grubstake, $2, redeemable for “One 

Alaska Gold Nugget.” The obverse has a nice map of Alaska while the reverse has a lot of 

text! Only 49 were minted and they are quite scarce. .7344 ASW. 75.00 
276 Fairbanks: (5) sets of World Eskimo Olympics Medals. Now called the World Eskimo Indian 

Olympics, these medals were issued by the Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce in 1965, 1966 

and 1967. Issued in sets of sterling silver and bronze, there is a set for each year. The obverse 

all bear the logo of the Eskimo Olympics -a polar bear with 6 rings. The 1965 medal simply 

states “Replica Award.” The 1966 features the High Kick, while the 1967 has Seal Skinning. 

Very attractive medals by Metal Arts Co. of Rochester, New York. These are matched num- 
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ALASKA MEDALS, cont. ESTIMATE 


276cont. bered sets with all medals bearing the same number (#214-#219). Originally packaged in 


277 


278 


279 


280 


281 


282 


283 


284 


285 


289 


293 


294 


295 


plastic cases with foam, the foam deteriorated and did leave its mark on the medals, especially 

the bronze. The silver are not that bad. Five sets of silver (ASW total 10.82 troy ounces) and 

bronze, 15 silver and 15 bronze medals total. 300. 
Kodiak: Beachcombers, 1967, good for one drink, silver and brass matched numbered set. Very 

simple but attractive design with the Princess Nora on the obverse. The Princess Nora was 

towed to Kodiak after the earth quake and tidal wave and converted into the Beachcombers 

bar. The silver actually tests as .999 fine and weighs .893 oz. The silver medal is quite scarce. 50. 
North Pole: (4) Santa Claus House Medal Sets. The Santa Claus House in North Pole issued 

sterling silver and brass medal sets between 1963 and 1967. The 1963 set features a portrait 

of Santa and the sleigh flying over a house and is “good for $1.00 in trade”; The 1964/65 

has a standing Santa and a Christmas tree; 1966 has Santa and a fireplace; and 1967 has Santa 

and the A-67 symbol for the Alaska Purchase Centennial. The last three are “Santa Souvenir 

Dollars.” ASW is about 2.29 troy ounces. 8 medals. 120. 
State of Alaska 4 0z. Gold Medal, 1989. This was the first year of official state medals. They 

were issued in gold and silver. Unlike today, different designs were used on the gold and 

silver medals. These were issued by Alaska Precious Metals before bankruptcy in 1991. A 

rare opportunity in that only 49 were struck. This piece has a cameo contrast and we do not 

remember if they were sold as Proof or BU. As issued, with the original slip of paper that 

accompanied them. 1,100.+ 
State of Alaska 1 oz. Gold Medal, 1996. The caribou was featured on the obverse in 1996 

and only 155 were struck in the one troy ounce size. Spot free with some very faint toning 

in some areas. As of this writing, the new 2020 State one ounce gold medal is selling at 

the Alaska Mint for $2,000. 1,800.-2,000. 
State of Alaska 1/20 oz. Gold Medal, 2015. The obverse depicts a polar bear family - a 

busy but neat design. Only 30 pieces were struck! Original case and paperwork included. —-150.-200. 
Iditarod 1 oz. Proof Silver Medal, 2015. This is one of the three races that Mitch Seavey 

has won. The obverse has a nice depiction of a running dog (imagine that!) and serial 

#513. These originally sold for $99.99 and the current year’s medal is $84.99. 60.+ 
Pioneers of Alaska 1 oz. Silver Convention Medals. These were made by the Alaska Mint, 

and have a “clear coat” which has yellowed, making these look like gold medals. This 

was probably done to protect the medals in jewelry use - bolo ties, belt buckles, pendants. 

Included are: (5) 2003 with coating on one side, (2) with coating on both sides, and (2) 

2005 with coating on one side, and (1) with coating on both sides. A total of 10 oz. of silver. 200.+ 
(100) Different Modern Alaska Tokens and Medals. There are about 40 from Anchorage, 

about 30 from Fairbanks, and the balance from other cities and towns. Included are brass, 

bronze, cupronickel, aluminum and plastic. Most are larger than a half dollar. A really nice 

assortment. 200. 
(100) Different Alaska Wooden Nickels. Included here are about 40 each from Anchorage and 

Fairbanks, and the remaining from other locations. While there may be more than one from 

a business, they are all different. 100. 
South Pole Diamond Anniversary, 1986/87. These medals celebrate the 75th anniversary of 

Amundsen’s and Scott’s expeditions to the South Pole. Amundsen reached the Pole on Dec. 

14, 1911. Scott reached the Pole on January 18, 1912. The medals were authorized by the 

Canterbury Museum in New Zealand, also celebrating its Centennial. Struck by the Franklin 

Mint in sterling silver and Franklin bronze. 25; 
NC (Northern Commercial Co.) Tie Tacks. Over the years, hundreds of Fairbanksans must have 

worked for the N.C. Co. Offered here are (2) 10kt NC flag tie tacks, one with two red stones. 

Total weight of the two tie tacks is .129 troy ounces (.0541 AGW) Neat pieces of Alaska history. 100.+ 
Alaska Snow Shoe Charm. A pair of 10kt snow shoes hanging down with an oval shaped piece of 

jade bezel set at the bottom. This is an older charm we have not seen in many years. Total weight 

is .064 troy ounces. Retail would be about $135. 70.+ 
Texas 14kt Charms. The first is the map of Texas with two eyes in the center with small diamonds 

for pupils (the “eyes” of Texas are upon you). The second charm is three dimensional with a cow- 

boy riding a bucking bronco. Total weight is .241 troy ounces or .14 troy ounce actual gold weight. 

Retail, these would be about $700. 500.+ 
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ALASKA DRUG CO., DOUGLAS, B-1.1la 


All the following from the Douglas Island News. 


October 12, 1910. 

The sale of the Heubner drug store last Monday 
morning was largely attended and for a time bid- 
ding was spirited. It was sold for $3,200 to Jas. 
Daniels, who represented the Alaska Drug Company, an organization of young businessmen 
of Douglas Island. It is announced that the store will open under new management October 
23. 


November 2, 1910. 

The Alaska Drug company, a firm composed of Dr. H.C. DeVighne, D.J. Kinzie and James 
Daniels, having purchased from the administrator the store of Julius Heubner, asks for rec- 
ognition. The stock has been enlarged and made complete, the store room has been re- 
painted, decorated and enlarged. An attractive feature is a ladies’ rest room. Mr. R.B. Bell, 
a practical pharmacist of large experience, is in charge of the establishment, with Miss Maida 
Cornwell as assistant. 


March 15, 1911. 
D.J. Kinzie, one of the partners in the Alaska Drug Co., has sold his interest to R.B. Bell, 
who has been employed by the company since its organization. 


August 9, 1911. 

W.F. Graham arrived recently from California to take charge of the Alaska Drug Company’s 
store. 

C.E. Bennett purchased the interest of R.B. Bell in the Alaska Drug Co. Mr. Bell goes south 
to attend to some very important business. 


December 20, 1911. 

LOOK - Money! Money!! Money!!! A jar of money to be given away Free at the Alaska 
Drug Co. on New Year’s Day at 3 p.m. Every dollar purchase entitles you to a guess, and the 
one guessing nearest the amount in the jar gets it Free. See it in the window. Yours for a 
Happy New Year, Alaska Drug Co. 


January 10, 1912. 

W.F. Graham, who has been in 
charge of the Alaska Drug 
Company’s store in Douglas, left 
last night on the Jefferson for the 
States. Mr. Creek, a brother of the 
Juneau druggist, has taken his 
place. 


June 12, 1912. 

As soon as the Thomas building is 
complete the Alaska Drug Co. will 
move there from its present loca- ae Gia povscAS— HERRERO 

a Par ahs eases 1.0.0.F. (Odd Fellows) Building, Douglas, Alaska 
entire building for lodge purposes, the first floor to be used as a banquet room and a hall for 
dancing. 


July 24, 1912. 
The Alaska Drug Co. has moved to its new location on Third street. 


Many 2 and 3 line ads for various products appeared in 1911 and 1912. There were no ads 
or news items after 1912. 


mannan nnn nn nnn nn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nn nnn South of 50° 


EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Much of this issue is dedicated to Seward, Alaska. 
Our thanks go to Lee Poleske for his assistance. 


Seward has a nice assortment of early tokens. It also 
joined in the 60s rush to capitalize on the popularity 
of coin collecting with several commemorative med- 
als. We are offering some of these items on page 47. 


A motto on two of the Seward medals has always 
puzzled me - “Cornerstone of an Empire.” I asked 
Lee Poleske, and he didn’t know. Then, he sent a 
photocopy of “The Profit Book of the Northland,” a 
prospectus for the Brown and Hawkins Corporation 
of Seward and Anchorage. One page has a quote 
from John J. Underwood’s book “Alaska - An Em- 
pire in the Making.” Perhaps the members of the 
Seward Chamber of Commerce, when planning these 
medals, came upon this and thought, “Cornerstone 
of an Empire. Yeah, that’s our story and we’re stick- 
ing to it.” 


Tatsuda’s Supermarket in Ketchikan was destroyed 
by a landslide, a real loss to the community. See page 
49, 


On eBay this month, the second try paid off for 
Cordova B-17a and Thane B-4a, both selling at their 
opening bid. They had gone unsold at the same prices 
last month. A Seattle $1 trade token with an AYPE 
reverse brought just under $400. It is one of the nic- 
est trade tokens we have seen. 


You are correct. There is no page 57 until next month. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Dawson Correspondent - Vic Tubman 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, 50¢, B-1b OB100.00NB 
Cordova, Cordova House, 5¢, B-14a 48.00 
Cordova, E.A. Hegg, 5¢, B-17a 449.990B 
Eielson AFB, NCO Rocker Club, 50¢, B-SbII 15.50 
Fairbanks, Fairview Hotel, 25¢, B-19b 16.05 
Gakona, Valdez Trans. Co., $1, unlisted (B-1b) 55.00 
Ketchikan, Scoug’s, 25¢, B-56b 14.990B 
Fairbanks, John.Tav. & Club Juno, enc. 1¢ 138.29 
McCarthy, Golden Hotel, 12'2¢, B-2a 26.56 
McCarthy, Golden Hotel, 12'2¢, B-2a 12.500B 
McCarthy, Golden Hotel, 25¢, B-2b 12.500B 
Miller House, M.H. Bar, | drink, B-la 8.500B 
Palmer, Palmer Correction Center, 25 49.990B 


Snug Harbor, Pioneer Canneries, $1.25, B-2a 19.95OB 


Tatalina, NCO Open Mess, B-la 8.880B 
Thane, Thane Club, 5¢, B-4a 599.990B 
Valdez, Copper Block, 12'2¢ TC, B-4a 34.55 
Valdez, Copper Block, 12'2¢ TC, B-4a 27.69 


OB299.99BOA?? 


Valdez, Nizina, 40¢ B-14c 


AYPE, Seattle, Harry Eaton $1 398.88 
Klondike gold charm stick pin 204.00 
Mishler, AK/HI medals, HK529,530,532 1,036.00 
Mishler, AK/HI medals, HK 533,534,535 460.49 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did Not 
Sell; FTR= see For the Record. 


INFLUENZA 1918 


Timely items about the flu in Yukon and Alaska 


A Michael Gates article on how Yukon avoided the 
flu. https://www.yukon-news.com/opinion/history- 
hunter-how-the-yukon-was-spared-the-influenza- 
pandemic-of-1918/ 


Also, “Death at Mrs. Cooney’s Hotel, Nenana posted 
April 5 in the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner. Go to 
Wwww.newsminer.com 
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SEWARD, 1905 


The following ads are from the Daily Gateway, 
Seward, November 11, 1905. 


——— 


aN SALOON 


EE. L. WHITTEMORE, Prommeros 


WINES, LIQUORS AND CIGARS 


SEWARD, ALASKA 


FOURTH AVE. 


Daily Gateway, Seward, August 7, 1905. 
Jack Smith of the Northern saloon has sold his half 
interest to his partner, E.L. Whittemore. 


Daily Gateway, Seward, October 6, 1905. 

E. Vogel’s notion store has been moved into the 
middle of Washington street to make way for the ex- 
cavation for the extension of the Northern saloon 
building. 


Daily Gateway, Seward, November 3, 1905. 
...the additions to the Northern saloon and the 
McNeiley hotel are now under cover. 


CHAS. A. TECKLENBURG 


THE SEATTLE BAR 


ONLY THE BEST- 

|Wines, Liquors and Gigars 
| Bohemian and Olympia Beer 

‘|| FURNISHED ROOMS WITH STEAM HEAT 


Fourth Ave. and Washington St. Seward, Alaska. 


Daily Gateway, Seward, August 7, 1905. 

T.D. Corlew, manager of the Pacific Coast Trading 
Co.’s store here has rented the old Seattle Saloon 
building. 
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HE SOMMERCE 


» Chub Rooms, 
FURNISHED ROOMS 
We Purchase Gold Dust at Regular Rates 
PETERSON & BROWN, Proprietors 


Daily Gateway, Seward, October 4, 1905. 

Install Electric Piano 

Peterson & Brown last night installed an electric pi- 
ano in the Commerce Saloon. It is worked by a 
nickel-in-the-slot device, but the quality of the mu- 
sic it dispenses beats a phonograph as far as a prima 
donna does a jay-bird. The piano looks very much 
like any other piano, differing only in the method of 
producing the music. It was a big attraction last night. 


AND 1906. 


Opposite Postalfice 


RASS UE hand... fe ¢ 


C. WERNER. prépetetor 


July 7, 1906 
(ed. note: Werner was one of the original settlers of 
Seward, August 28, 1903). 


THE SEWARD CLUB 


Seward, Alaska. 


| Fourth Avenue, 


ue eek 15, 1906 


SEWARD MEDALS 


Seward is a city on the east side of the Kenai Penin- 
sula on Resurrection Bay. For a small city, it has a 
large number of commemorative medals over a rela- 
tively short period, 1965-1969. One has to think that 
a small group of coin collectors, or just one person, 
spearheaded several of these. 


The first of these was the “All-American City, 1963/ 
1965. Seward received this award from the National 
Municipal League (now the National Civic League). 


The 1963 award was for a variety of civic projects. 
Included was the renovation of an old grocery store 
building into the library. Most work was accom- 
plished by volunteers. Other projects included a plan 
to pave the streets, construction of a concrete boat 
ramp at the small boat harbor, and construction of a 
fence around the grade school playground. 


The 1965 award was given to Seward, Anchorage 
and Valdez for their efforts and successes in recover- 
ing from the 1964 earthquake. 


The 2005 award was given for a variety of project 
centered on Seward’s Centennial celebration in 2003. 
The Founders Monument and the Benny Benson 
memorial (see the next page) were refurbished. The 
Seward branch of the First National Bank of Anchor- 
age commissioned a bronze bust of William H. 
Seward, which was sculpted by a local artist and 
placed in a small park by the bank. The local His- 
torical Society paid for a video history of Seward. A 
campaign for a new building to house the library and 
museum was started. An all classes school reunion 
was held. Finally, many organizations in town wrote 
up their histories and held special events to celebrate 
the centennial. 


Medals were issued in 1965 to note Seward’s All- 
American City awards of 1963 and 1965. These were 
struck in aluminum and brass. Unfortunately, no 
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evidence as to why Seward was “Cornerstone of an 
Empire could be found. 


The Alaska Purchase Centennial medal from Seward 
differs from most other medals issued in 1967 for 
this event. It does not have the standard “Purchase 
Centennial Totem,” a standard reverse for many 
medals. 


Seward’s Purchase Centennial medal does have a 
totem pole on the reverse, along with a moose, bear, 
fish and fox, and the legend “Seward, Conerstone of 
an Empire.” The obverse has the Alaska state flag. 


The “Home of Alaska’s Flag” medal was issued dur- 
ing the Alaska Purchase Centennial. It depicts the 
Jesse Lee Home on the obverse, under the Alaska 
flag. The reverse has a line drawing of Seward with 
Mt. Marathon featuring prominently. 


Seward’s claim to being the home of Alaska’s flag is 
justified as Benny Benson was a resident of the Jesse 
Lee Home. The Jesse Lee home for children was 
founded by the Methodist Church Women’s Home 
Missionary Society in Unalaska in 1890. The Home 
moved to Seward in 1925 and was in operation until 
1965. The home cared for hundreds of children, 
mostly Alaskan Native children. Many were from 
regions ravaged by tuberculosis and influenza. 


John Ben “Benny” Benson, Jr. was born in Chignik 
in 1913. When he was three, his mother died, and 


SEWARD MEDALS, cont. 


the family home burned down in a fire. This 
prompted his father to send his two sons to the Jesse 
Lee Home in Unalaska. When the home moved to 
Seward in 1925, Benny moved with it. 


In 1927, urged on by Alaska Governor George Park, 
the Alaska Department of the American Legion held 
a contest open to students in grades 7 to 12 to design 
a flag for the Territory of Alaska. Benny’s flag “Eight 
stars of gold on a field of blue” was selected. 


ao 


When Alaska became a state in 1959, the flag be- 
came the official state flag. 


The annual Mt. Marathon race held on the 4th of July, 
is honored on medals in 1966 and 1967. There may 
be other years. I seem to recall there is also a 1971, 
but that could be incorrect. 


The Mt. Marathon race has been described as a run 
up the mountain, and a controlled fall down. The first 
official race was in 1915, but legend has it that there 
was an earlier race (or races), based on a bar bet that 
no one could run to the top of Mt. Marathon and back 
in less than 1 hour. 


The obverse features a runner, with Mt. Marathon in 
the background. The reverse as a great “birds eye” 
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view of Seward, and the Alaska flag. More historical 
information on page 46. 


These medals were made by Medallic Art Co. of New 
York and struck in silver and bronze. 


In 1968, medals were issued by the Seward Silver 
Salmon Derby. They feature a salmon on the ob- 
verse and Billiken on the reverse. 


The use of the billiken is sort of amusing. It was de- 
signed by Florence Pretz of Kansas City, Missouri. 
The Billiken Manufacturing Co. acquired the rights 
to the design and produced an amazing assortment 
of items. It is also the mascot of the St. Louis Uni- 
versity sports teams! It is only by happy coincidence 
that the billiken traveled to Alaska with Happy Jack, 
an Alaska native who was part of the Alaska exhibi- 
tion at the Alaska Yukon Pacific Exposition in 1909. 
Happy Jack saw the billikens, and when he returned 
to Nome, started carving them. 


The Seward Silver Salmon Derby medals in silver 
and bronze were issued in 1968 and 1969. They were 
manufactured by the Metal Arts Co. of Rochester, 
N.Y. 


MT. MARATHON RACE 


All of the following are from the Seward Gateway. 


June 15, 1915. 

SEWARD WILL HAVE MARATHON 

Great Race to Top of Mountain Will Be Run from 
4th Ave. on July 4th. 


What promises to be one of the most interesting 

events that have ever been staged in Seward is the The time in which the race was run to the top of a 
Mountain Marathon that the Fourth of July commit- Steep mountain, nearly 3,000 feet high, and return 
tee are planning on pulling off on the morning of the Was nothing short of extraordinary. 

Fourth. The mountain marathon will be a foot race Marathon race: 

from the flag pole in front of the Bank of Seward to Jas. Walters Ist - time 1:02, Geo. Kosmos 2nd., E 
the flag pole on the peak back of the town and back Burman 3rd, Joe Boldue 4th, Doc Daykin 5th. 

for a suitable prize. Entries will be open to all and it 

is the present intention of the committee to station August 11, 1915. 

judges at both flag poles and the contestant doing the James Walter of the Seward Commercial Company, 
round trip in the shortest space of time will be de- Who on the Fourth of July won the marathon race to 
clared the winner. The choosing of a route up the the top of the mountain and back, back of Seward, 
peak will be left entirely to the contestants’ individual yesterday received his medal. It was ordered through 
judgement, all that the committee require is that the George A. Mirlach and is a handsome medallion. 
runner make the round trip from the corner of Fourth 

and Adams to the summit and back again. Ithas not 48 can be seen from the article on modern Seward 
yet been decided as to whether the runners will be ™edals, the Mt. Marathon race is still going strong. 
started in bunch or at intervals of about five minutes, /¢ is so popular that they have to limit the number of 
but this is a detail that will be settled later. Itis hoped “ners, there are qualifying requirements and some 
that this event will become and annual event andhave “Wild card” spots available. 

a place on the program of sports each year as it is an 

event to all of an athletic turn of mind. From the na- 7/e summer before we packed our daughter off for 
ture of the course it will be seen that hunting bear 4” exchange program in Chile, we asked what she 


and mountain sheep is the best possible kind of train- wanted to do over the Fourth. She said she wanted 
ing for such a race. to go to Seward. ??? You can read about this in 


“Seward Road Trip” in the August 2003 issue. 
June 23, 1915. 
Joe Campbell, Max Poehlman and J.J. Grady went — vse deve ve dete eae ve tee HH EE HH RIK 
to the summit of the Marathon mountain the other THE BRANCH, POP’S MAGGIE 
day in one hour and sixteen minutes. The trip had : ; : : 
been made by them three times now and the chances Multiple ua line ads appeared on a daily basis. 
are that they will face the starter in the big race. WOOD’ ” 
June 29, 1915. 
Fifty Dollar Prize for Marathon Race 
It was decided at a meeting last night to give as first 
place for the mountain Marathon race an engraved 
nugget watch fob valued at fifty dollars. 


Daily Gateway, Seward, January 17, 1914. 
July 6, 1915. Pabst blue ribbon beer at the Branch 

Meet me at the Branch. 

Finch’s Golden Wedding rye at the Branch. 


The mountain Marathon is a contest which out to 
become almost as famous as the Alaska Sweepstakes. 
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SEWARD MEDALS & TOKENS FOR SALE 


MEDALS IN THE ARTICLE 


ALL-AMERICAN CITY 
Brass $5.00 
Aluminum $5.00 each, 3 for $12, 5 for $15 


ALASKA PURCHASE CENTENNIAL 
Brass 
Aluminum 


$5.00 
$5.00 


HOME OF ALASKA’S FLAG 
Brass $5.00 each, 3 for $12, 5 for $15 
Copper Nickel $5.00 each, 3 for $12, 5 for $15 
Silver, brass, CN matched numbered set $30 


MT. MARATHON RACE 


1966 Bronze $8.00 
1966 Silver and Bronze set $30.00 
1967 Bronze $8.00 
1967 Silver and Bronze set $30.00 
SILVER SALMON DERBY 
1968 Bronze $8.00 
1968 Silver and Bronze set $30.00 
1969 Bronze $8.00 
1969 Silver and Bronze set $30.00 
TOKENS IN BENICE 


Pale 


AMERICAN LEGION, Post 5, XXV (25¢), B-la 
$5.00 


SEWARD BILL’S CLUB, 5¢ (2 obliterated), B-2a. 
$25.00 

GIL’S LOUNGE, Gene Thorn, good for one drink 

rain check. B-5a. $5.00 
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NORTHERN, Native Copper, Good for 12’2¢ in 
trade, oval, B-8a. VF-+, very lightly cld $175.00 
NORTHERN, Native Copper, Good for 12’2¢ in 
trade, round, B-8bII. XF. $45.00 
Another, MS-60, red and brown $270.00 
NORTHERN, Native Copper, Good for 12’2¢ in 
trade, round, B-8bIII. XF. $45.00 
THE PALACE, Gateway to the Interior, 12’2¢ in 
trade, B-9c, XF. $45.00 
Another, shaved edge, not bad $10.00 
SEWARD BAR, Good for 12'¢ in trade. B-14a 


$45.00 
Solly’s, Seward, One Snort, B-16a $8.00 
Solly’s, Seward & Kodiak, B-16b $8.00 


MODERN TOKENS ~ 


PALACE BAR & CAFE, Martin & Betty, good for 
one drink. $8.00 


PENNY’S CAFE, 1967, good for 25¢ in trade. 
$5 each, 5 for $5, 10 for $5 


YUKON BAR, Draft Beer. Poker chip style tokens. 
Gold on yellow and gold on white plastic. 
$10.00 each 


Harriman National 
Bank of Alaska 


AT SEWARD 
OFFICERS 
In New York 
JOSEPH W. HARRIMAN, President 
JOHN A. NOBLE, Vice President 
HENRY B. WESSELMAN, Vice Pres, 


In Seward 


GASTON HARDY, Vice President 
ERICH LUCAS, Cashier 
MERRILL A. MARTIN, Assistant Cashier 


DRAFTS ON ALL FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
' American Bankers’ Association Travelers’ Cheques 


~ Gold Dust and Bullion Bought and Assayed 
MERRILL A. MARTIN, Assayer 


Correspondent Harriman National Bank 


NEW YORK 


THE 
| HARRIMAN |! 
H RATIONAL BANK § 
| OF ALASKA 


AT SEWARD 


(ONLY BANK IN ALASKA) 
MEMBER 


SEC! RL 


STRENGTH 


Seward Gateway, September 2, 1920. 
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BROSIUS & NOON, Inc. 
BUILDING MATERIAL 


BROSIUS & NOON, Inc. 
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Harriman National Bank of Alaska, Oct. 13, 1920 
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BROSIUS & NOON, Ine. 
By—\.. : 


First National Bank of Seward, March 3, 1921, 
overstamped of Harriman National Bank of Alaska, 
and paid stamp is still HNBA. 


Shown at a reduced size. 


Submitted by Lee Poleske 
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BANK OF SEWARD 


Territorial Depositars 


City Depositors 
United States Depository for Postal Savings. 
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Seward Daily Gateway, December 26, 1919. 


TATSUDA’S DEMOLISHED BY LANDSLIDE 


Tatsuda’ IGA grocery store in Ketchikan was heavily 
damaged by a landslide February 27. Photos show 
trees going through the roof at the back of the store, 
which backs up against a cliff. Google “tatsuda’s 
IGA” on the news tab to see photos. 


Tatsuda’s celebrated their 100th anniversary in 2017. 
This new store was built in 1974. 


Kichirobei “Jimmie” Tatsuda arrived in Alaska in 
1904 at the age of 16. In 1914, he sent home for a 
wife and a marriage was arranged. 


The Tatsuda’s lived on Stedman Street in an area of 
Ketchikan called “Indian Town” where there was no 
grocery store. Sen Seike Tatsuda, Jimmie’s wife, 
started the business by walking into town and bring- 
ing home groceries for the family and neighbors. 


“Jimmie’s Grocery” opened in 1916. It was very 
popular with the native population. The Tatsudas 
would extend credit to Alaska natives when the other 
stores would not. A loyal following developed. 


After Pearl Harbor, the Tatsuda’s and the rest of the 
Japanese population of Ketchikan was evacuated to 
internment camps. Before their evacuation, most of 
the store stock was given away to area residents. The 
Inman family looked after the Tatsuda’s property 
during the war. 


In 1947, a fire destroyed the original store. Another 
fire in 1972 destroyed the second store, which led to 
the construction of the new, larger store in 1974. The 
new store would be a full service grocery store of 
10,000 square feet and located on Stedman Street. 


Ketchikan banks would not loan the necessary funds 
to build a new store because of connections to the 
two other grocery stores in town. A loan was finally 
secured with a bank in Tacoma. 


A significant remodel was done in 2015 in time for 
the 100th anniversary. 


While the business survived two fires and family trag- 
edies, it is not known if it will survive this new disas- 
ter. The building has been condemned. 
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Sources - For more information: 
www.sitnews.us/Kiffer/Tatsuda/051916_tatsuda.html 
www.krbd/2016/04/25/tatsudas-celebrates-100th- 
anniversary 

www.tatsudaiga.com/history.html 

Anchorage Daily News, Feb. 28, 2020. 


BINGLES WE MISSED 


In searching the LoC papers, we missed a few refer- 
ences to bingles. These two are from the Alaska Daily 
Empire of Juneau. These were missed because, for 
some reason, the LoC does not highlight the searched 
term as it does most other papers. 


November 21, 1916. 

At the Douglas Orpheum. 

Tonight there will be a mixed program at the Dou- 
glas Orpheum. One, which is a three-reel Vitagraph 
comedy, is titled “Bingle’s Melodrama,” and is an 
important feature. 


Probably not a reference to tokens. 


May 24, 1918. 
Private Charles (Ferdy) Ferdine Writes Interest- 
ing Letter from the Fort. 


Private Charles Ferdine, who left Juneau with the first 
draft on May 10th writes an interesting letter from 
Fort Seward to George Burford. (ed. note. - addressed 
to: 


“The Honorable George Burford, 
“Burford’s Corner, 
“The Home of the Bingle, 
“Juneau, Alaska 


Obviously well known for his use of tokens: B-7 and 
B-12. 
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1 OZ. SILVER FOR SALE 


With the current virus crisis, and the turmoil in the 
metals markets, one would think that this would be a 
good time to buy metals. But the daily “quotes” re- 
flect trades only made on paper, not in the physical 
realm. We are offering few pieces for the collector, 
not the bullion buyer. 


PRICE-GREGORY, ALASKA DIVISION. By the 
Alaska Mint, edge marked. I think we have offered 
this before, but suspect this price is lower than previ- 
ously offered. $25.00 


z 
INCIDENT) 


INDUSTRIAL SERVICES, LLC, a subsidiary of 
Bristol Bay Native Corporation. By the Alaska Mint, 
edge marked. First one we have seen! $30.00 


DECEMBER 15,1989 4 
\ APRIL 7, 20: 
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JORDAN WESLEY BOGGS, in loving memory, 
2012. We reported this in the May, 2014 issue. His 
father, a long time customer had us make these. Af- 
ter some time, he sold them back to us. We made 
only 100, and bought back about 65. We retained only 
3 for sale to our customers. The rest were sent to a 
refiner. We would estimate that there are less than 
35 remaining. $35.00 each 
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APRIL 4, 2020 AUCTION 


The corona virus epidemic has forced us to turn this 
into an absentee or mail bid auction. 


Lot Price Realized 
260 Anchorage Dairy, B-7 a+b 40* 
261 Anchorage, Cheechako B-11bII 25* 
262 Anchorage, Bert’s Liq. B-9 a+b 13 
263 Bethel, Olsen Bros set, B-3 45* 
264 (3) Fairbanks tokens 35* 
265 (9) Gambell Reindeer C.C. tokens 40* 
266 (4) Juneau tokens 15 
267 (4) Ketchikan Blue Fox Put B-6 25 
268 (2) Ketchikan Stedman tokens 25 
269 Milk tokens 68 
270 (9) Savoonga R.C.C. tokens 40* 
271 Alaska Bank 60 
272 AK Fest of Music medals 90* 
273 (10) setsFur Rondy medals 155* 
274 1962 Dawson, Yukon medals 85* 
275 1963 North Star Ent. $2 token 55* 
276 (30) Eskimo Olympics medals 195* 
277 Kodiak Beachcombers tokens a3” 
278 North Pole Santa Claus medals 90* 
279 1989 AK 4 oz. gold medal 1,050* 
280 1996 AK 1 oz. gold medal 1,900* 
281 2015 AK 1/20 oz. gold medal 215* 
282 2015 Iditarod medal 45 


283 (10) Pioneers | oz. silver medals 160* 


284 (100) different AK tokens & medals 90 
285 (100) different AK wooden nickels 50 
289 South Pole medals 35* 
293 Northern Comm. Co. pins 125* 
294 Snow Shoe Charm 55* 
295 (2) Texas Charms 220 


All bids were “mail bids” 
Total bid reductions: $595 


* = bid reduction 


KETCHIKAN: 49’er Bar, I range the bell at the 
49’ er. Part ofa three piece lot on eBay. Approximately 
38mm, casts base metal with a bronze finish. 
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TOKENS ON THE CHILKOOT TRAIL 


The Chilkoot Pass was the entré point to the 
interior even before the Klondike gold rush. 
Healy & Wilson were established at Dyea as 
early as 1884! At that time and until the gold 
rush, there was only a trickle of prospectors © 

and trappers entering “the country” each year. & eal 
With the discovery of gold in the Klondike, "ajo. Sarl | 
thousands headed over the Chilkoot Pass and 
the alternate route, the White Pass. 


Martha Black’s autobiography is a readable 
account of hiking the Chilkoot during the gold 
tush in 1898. She was abandoned on the docks in Seattle le by her husband of ten years, but 

continued on to the Klondike with her brother, George, and others. She had a child (by her 
first husband) her first winter in Dawson. She married George Black in 1904. George was 
elected to the Canadian Parliament, and when he was to ill too continue, Martha was elected 
in his place. Her description of her hike over the Chilkoot Trail provides background to the 
items we are presenting here. Quotes from her book can be found in italics. 


What follows are some of metal and card tokens, meal tickets and other ephemera one might 
have encountered on the Chilkoot Trail. We cannot say that Mrs. Black encountered any of 
these. Some will be 
contemporary with the 
gold rush, while others 
probably date to after 
the gold rush. 


As noted above, Healy 
& Wilson were well 
established by the time 
of the gold rush. They 
were general mer- 
chants, restaurateurs 
and freighters. 


GOGQUIIS SOO IOOOSSIOOSOOIUO 


GOOD FOR 
FIFTEEN CENTS§ 
IN TRADE AT Y 


WM thease. 


LL, © 
DYEA, ALASKA ) 


North of 60° 


EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


We hope that this finds you all well and that you are 
safe from the virus. So far Alaska has been fortu- 
nate. We have been able to keep the store sort-of 
open, with the door locked and letting in customers 
known to us, and those buying and selling gold and 
silver. 


Many items on eBay are not receiving any bids. Af- 
ter the auction has ended some are noted “This item 
is out of stock.” This indicates that a sale has been 
made after the fact, presumably for less than the open- 
ing bid. An example was in last month’s issue listed 
as: Valdez, Nizina, 40¢, OB299.95BOA. 


We stopped reporting on most items that do not sell 
(DNS) unless the token is of some importance to give 
an idea as to how much people were not willing to 
pay. The Nizina noted above was one of those. If 
you see OB followed by DNS%*, then this will indi- 
cate that it did not sell for the opening bid, but sold 
after the auction. 


Speaking of eBay... This month was quiet with only 
one significant token. Valdez Copper Block Buffet 
$1 gold nugget token sold for $771 - a good buy! 


Please note that all orders are now plus actual post- 
age. Since we send most orders on approval, upon 
receipt, all you have to do is add the postage on the 
package to your invoice. Your invoice will note “plus 
postage.” Exceptions will be noted as “postpaid” in 
the description of the item. 


OK, you can look at page 57 this month. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Dawson Correspondent - Vic Tubman 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, Canteen Bar, 12'2¢, B-10a 13.05 
Anchorage, D&D Bar, $1, B-14d 9.950B 
(Anchorage), J.C. Morris encased cent 17.50 
Cooper Landing, R.R. Ferry, one trip, B-tlb 5.50 
Cordova, C.M. Rosswog, 6'4¢, B-34b 37.66 
Fairbanks, FNSB, one fare, B-T5 f-q (12) 22.07 
Fire Island, NCO OM, 50¢, B-1dI 6.00 
Flat, William Kruhm, 25¢, B-2a 66.55 
Gakona, Valdez Trans. Co., 50¢ unl (B-1a) 105.05 
Hoonah, Hoonah Pkg. Co., 25¢, B-1c 23.05 
(Indian Mt.), NCO OM, 10¢, B-1bI 5.000B 
Ketchikan, Lotus Buffet, 6'14¢, B-31c 36.55 
Ketchikan, Nelson Hotel, $1, B-34b 14.39 
Kobuk, Harry Brown, 50¢, B-1b 9.950B 
Kodiak, USNAB, B-15a, B-Tla 177.50 
Nenana, Ghezzi, 25¢, B-3all 19.990B 
Platinum, Alaska Traders, 50¢ and $1, B-1 b,c 117.50 
Port Alexander, J. Jacobsen, 12'2¢, B-3a 14.990B 
Savoonga, Reindeer Comm. Co., $10, B-1h 12.50 
Sitka, Baranof Bus, one fare, B-T2a 7.51 
Sitka, Baranof Bus, one fare, B-T2a 7.95 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12'2¢, B-4b 16.49 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12'2¢, B-4b 20.62 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, $1, B-4clI 771.00 
Wildwood, NCO Club, set of 5, B-1 a-e 67.00 
Hay River, NWT, Elks, (drink) 9.990B 
Inuvik, NWT, Lions Club, (drink) 9.990B 
Pine Point, NWT, Elks No. 512, (drink) 9.990B 
Yellowknife, NWT, Yk Trd. Post, wood 2.990B 
Mishler, AK/HI medal, HK-530 146.99 
Raineer Beer, Alaska’s Favorite enc. cent 21.50 
Tierra del Fuego, Sociedad Exp.,50¢ red  288.500B 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W= withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did 
Not Sell; DNS*= Did Not Sell, sold after auction; FTR 
= see For the Record. 


TATSUDA’S UPDATE 


Katherine Tatsuda got some great news a couple days 
ago. The insurance company originally said the dam- 
age was not covered. But a bunch of other Alaskan 
businesses, including a competing grocery store, qui- 
etly wrote letters suggesting a rethink and since they 
were all customers of the insurance company “upon 
further review” the damage is covered. I love how 
Alaska is a “small” state sometimes. The family 
hasn’t decided whether to rebuild yet, but this makes 
it a little more likely. 

Dave Kiffer 


TOKENS ON THE CHILKOOT TRAIL, com 


received of i 


the following articles for transportation to Lake Linderman, as per 


Dyea and Dawson City Transportation and Trading Co. 


per . hesitant aden mates DONT 


“We were lucky enough to be travelling light. We had 
let out a contract to a company of packers for the 
transportation of our clothing, bedding, and “grub, ” 
which weighed several tons. After much haggling 
we had secured a “reduced” price of $900 spot cash 
- this, in the words of the packers, “a damn low 
figger.”’ After I got over the Pass I agreed.” 


The future Mrs. Black’s party were financially well 
off and did not have to carry their supplies over the 
pass themselves. A receipt from the Dyea and 
Dawson City Transportation and Trading Co. is 


Bernard Lak 
visieeeiin shown above. 


“The time came very soon for us to leave Dyea, this 
last outpost of civilization, and we celebrated the 
evening before by having an oyster stew, at fairly 
ES Dass reasonable prices - oysters $1.50 a quart, and fresh 
. milk $1 a gallon.” 


( 


Sheep Cample \. 


; “At 3 o'clock we stopped a half-hour for refreshments 
at a wayside cabin, kept by a widow and her little 
son. She brewed us a cup of strong tea, and as we ate 
substantial ham sandwiches, told us gruelling sto- 
ries of the rush of the year before. Refreshed and 
undaunted we continued, soon reaching the little 
settlement of Canyon City. Here we struck the moun- 
tain trail which led to Sheep Camp.” 


CANADA 


etd 


UNITED STATES / 


SS 


‘ 
‘ 


N“N 


~ 


The party passed through Canyon City without stop- 
ping. The Red Onion Restaurant was operated by 
Dyea Klondike Transportation Co. (see June, 2019, 
page 56). 
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TOKENS ON THE CHILKOOT TRAIL, com 


—{GOOD FOR ONE MEAL ‘— 


AT THE 


Red Onion Restaurant, 


IsSUED TO 


Canyon Citu- 


On account of D, K T, Co., and only good when 
Countersigned by their authorized agent. 


“And was I glad to call it a day when we arrived at 
Sheep Camp... There seemed nothing permanent about 
it... We stopped at the Grand Palace Hotel. In writ- 
ing home a description of this to Father and Mother, 
I said, “Look at your woodshed. Fit it up with ‘stand- 
ees,’ and you have the Grand Pacific Hotel... I stag- 
gered in, and when I left, my heart was warm with 
gratitude for the elderly couple who kept it. In addi- 
tion to the regular supper bill of fare I had half a 
canned peach. 


“After a wonderful night’s sleep, a hearty breakfast 
of corn meal mush, bacon, and cold storage eggs, 
condensed milk, prunes and a whole orange - the 
last in the camp - and settling our hotel bill (meals 
and bunk $1 apiece), with high hearts that glorious 
July morning we started that 3,000 feet of steep, nar- 
row, icy mountain trail.” 


After an arduous climb to the top of the pass... 


1 


“T bucked up alright and walked triumphantly into 
that broker's tent - an ancient canvas structure on 
the summit. I had made the top of the world...I was 
tired, faint, hungry, cold. I asked for a fire, and was 
answered, “Madame wood is two bits a pound up 
here.” George, who was really concerned about me 
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spoke up: “All right. All right. I'll be a sport. Give 
her a $5 fire.”” We then went through customs, as we 
had now entered Canada. 


CIFIC CONTRACT CO. 
GOOD FOR ONE MEA 2 


STORE KEEPER. 


POPOSOSOO SOO OOOSS 


Meal Ticket good at Camp Summit 
Pacific Contract Co. 
Daily Morning Alaskan, Skagway, April 30, 1899. 
Consulting economy of time and money, those going 
into the interior over the White Pass or Dyea trails 
would do well to call on Engelhart, Lindsay & Co., 
customs brokers, at Log Cabin or Lindeman. They 
have a large and efficient staff of clerks, and put en- 
tries through customs with all possible dispatch. 


~ 


J. ALLAN ad A. WATERS 


ALLAN & WATERS 
Customs Brokers 


| 
) eSTORAGE AND 
| FORWARDING AGENTS 


BENNETT, B.C. | 


size reduced 


“And then the descent! 
Down, ever downward... 
We stopped at the half- 
way cabin for a $2 sup- 
per of bean soup, ham 
and eggs (of uncertain 
age), prunes, bread, and 
butter.” 


“T had felt that I could make no greater effort in my 
life than the last part of the upward climb, but the 
last two miles into Lindeman was the most excruci- 
ating struggle of the whole trip.” 


“Feeling the effects of our Herculean efforts of the 
day before, we rested long in the canvas camp at 
Lindeman.” (ed. note: Tacoma Hotel). 


By evening I was ready to go on, and the party de- 
cided to walk the two miles to Lake Bennett. 


TOKENS ON 


; = 
. A \ 
BEST $2.00 DAY HOUSE IN THE CITY. 
$ EVERYTHING FOR THE TRAVELLER. 


Hotel Portland ; 


PUTER & PALMER, PROPS. 


BENNETT, B, C. 


Stabling for Horses and Dogs. 


size reduced 


“There were two or three so-called hotels, canvas- 
roofed, wooden affairs, each of which had kitchen, 
dining room, bar, and dance hall - all in one room. 
The walls were lined with bunks on two sides - but 
they were all taken... 


The Pack Train Saloon, 


——-—----»- SRAGUAY, ALASKA. 


FINEST LIQUORS, CIGARS AND MIXED DRINKS. 


amm——The PACK TRAIN INN, Lake Bennett. 
CAFE AND LODGING, FINE WINES, LIQUORS AND CIGAR 


The Pack Train Saloon in Skagway also had a branch 
at Lake Bennett. 


A maverick token that may be from (Lake) Bennett 
is also known. 


“We heard of two cabins back in Lindeman, above 
the rapids connecting the two lakes, and we walked 
back. They were owned by a party of Australians, 
who gave us the cabins they were just leaving, tell- 
ing us to pass them on to someone else when we were 
through. Then followed two weeks of as wonderful a 
camping experience as I have ever had.” 


A maverick has been attributed to Lindeman. It is of 
a type that was used in Yukon and Alaska (Vaas & 
Co., Seattle). Lindeman is misspelled. Errors such as 


THE CHILKOOT TRAIL, com 
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“In three weeks our boat was finished. She was a 
fine unpainted craft shaped like a fisherman's dory 
and built of Alaska pine at King’s shipyard, Lake 
Bennett, at a cost of $275. She was 37 feet long, 6/2 
feet across the bottom and 8% feet at the top. 


“In a short time our goods were loaded...We sailed 
away in a drenching rain, before a light wind, fol- 
lowed by the gaze of an admiring and curious crowd. 


“By evening we had reached the lower end of Lake 
Bennett at Caribou Crossing (now Carcross). 


The Caribou House was operating at Caribou Cross- 
ing in 1899. Charles Zorn applied for a liquor li- 
cense on October 8, 1899. Zorn sold the hotel to 
William Walmsley in 1901. It was sold to John and 


Daily Morning Alaskan, Skagway, April 26, 1902. 
Wm. Walmsley of the Caribou house at Caribou has 
disposed of his business at that place and in a few 
days will take up his residence in White Horse. 


The Caribou House token is brass, 25mm. It is a 
maverick (no town or province). It was acquired with 
the Caribou Hotel token. Attribution is guilt by as- 
sociation. (see page 57). 


The Caribou Hotel might have been the Yukon Hotel 
at Bennett, which was going to be moved to Caribou 
Crossing in May of 1901. William Anderson applied 
for a hotel license at “Cariboo Crossing” and opened 
as the Anderson Hotel. It was renamed the Caribou 
Hotel in 1903. 


Daily Alaskan, Skagway, August 19, 1904. 

R.J. Brittain is now the proprietor of the Caribou 
Hotel, which he has leased from Tagish Charlie and 
is conducting for himself. The hotel is being doubled 


ao 


TOKENS ON THE CHILKOOT TRAIL, com 


-Caribeu Hetel- 


evening sama eta 


Caribou Crossing 
A Strictly 


HTS) G10SS 


—Dining Room in Connection— ¢ 
Choicest Wines, Liquors & Cigars ¢ 
R. J. — ae 


in size. Mr. Brittain has been manager of the house 
for some time, and under his management it has 
gained a reputation as a first class house. 


When Tagish Charlie (also known as Dawson 
Charlie) died in 1908, Edwin and Bessie Gideon 
rented the hotel from his estate. 


The Caribou Hotel was home to the famous (or infa- 
mous) parrot, Polly. Polly came to reside at the hotel 
in 1918 when Capt. James Alexander asked the own- 
ers (the Gideons) to care for him while he and his 
wife went outside. They perished in the wreck of the 
Princess Sophia. The only survivor was the Captain’s 
dog, Tommy (see page 48, May 2019). 


Haste B 


CANADA 


Bessie died in 1933 and the hotel is reputed to be 
haunted by her ghost. Canada Post featured her on 
one of their “haunted Canada” stamps. 


Sources: 
My Ninety Years, edited and updated by Flo Whyard, 
1989. Available from ARC for $17 (used), postpaid 


via priority mail. 


www.explorenorth.com/library/history/ 
carcross_hotels.html 


Card and paper items from the Clarence Andrews 
Papers, UAF-1975-156 * (see below) 


Token illustrations provided by Kaye Dethridge, 
David Byard and Dick Hanscom. 


CLARENCE L. ANDREWS 


Clarence L. Andrews authored several books about 


Alaska, including “The Story of Alaska” and “The 
Story of Sitka.” 
He first came to Alaska in 1892. He returned in 1897 


as a packer with Duke Abruzzi’s expedition to climb 
Mt. St. Elias. He then obtained a job with U.S. Cus- 
toms to take over the office in Skagway in 1898, 
replacing a previous official who was caught up in 
illegal whiskey importation. This posting gave him 
a front row seat to witness the demise of Soapy Smith! 
It also gave him the opportunity to acquire the paper 
tokens and other ephemera that illustrate this article. 
In 1904, he was put in charge of the Customs office 
in Eagle. He retired from the Customs Service in 
1909. 


While making his home in Seattle, Mr. Andrews con- 
tinued to accept positions that brought him to Alaska. 
His collections are spread between many institutions. 
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CARIBOU HOUSE TOKEN 


All lettering on the Caribou House token in incuse - 
stamped into the token. Manufactured blanks with 
the beading around the edge were stamped with the 
lettering. 


On the obverse, most of the letters in Caribou run 
into the border below the beads. Only the H of House 
overlaps into the border area. Caribou and House 
could have been on one punch or two. 


Good For/In Trade appears to have been one punch 
as the lettering is all shifted towards 3:00, but other- 
wise appear well aligned. The R in For is very weak. 
The 25c could be one, two or three punches. I lean to 
three as they just don’t line up as well as they should. 
However, holding the token to align the 25c, the 2 


ay 


and 5 lean away from each other in a sort of artistic 
way. So perhaps the 25c is a single punch. In any 
case, the token is slightly domed from this punching 
of 25c in the center. 


For another example of a token (Yukon Cigar) made 
in this manner, see June/July, 2000, page 40 of 
ATC&PN. 


This is an interesting maverick. Had it appeared 
alone, I would have to be skeptical. As it was ac- 
quired with the Caribou Hotel token, I am willing to 
accept that it is from the Caribou House in Caribou 
Crossing, now known as Carcross. 


ALSO AT BENNETT! 


“Many stampeders who were disillusioned with the 
prospects of the Klondike sold their outfits soon af- 
ter arriving in order to purchase out-bound passage. 
Overnight, dozens of commission agents were born, 
clearing great profits through ‘buying from the down- 
hearted and selling to the stout-hearted.’ This was 
the motto on which the firm Taylor and Drury based 
their business at Bennett in 1899. These agents did 
very well, and by the end of the summer of 1898, the 
market was completely flooded with merchandise 
ranging from rubber boots, woolen underdrawers, and 
beds to caviar and champagne. Some commission 
agents turned their profits into permanent businesses, 
as did Taylor and Drury who became a permanent 
institution in Yukon mercantilism from their entre- 
preneurial beginnings at Lake Bennett.” 
Gamblers and Dreamers 
Charlene Porsild 
UBC Press, 1998. 


DYEA & SKAGWAY TOKENS FOR SALE 


DYEA 


W.A. & H, no denomination, B-4a. Part of the 
Cleary hoard, 11 pieces recovered. This is 
the last one we have in stock. Wretched 


condition. 100.00 
SKAGWAY 
J.F. Anderson, 25¢, B-1b, XF 35.00 


B.P.O.E. (Elks), no denomination, elk facing 
right, 24mm, B-2a, Fine 45.00 


As above, elk facing left, 29mm, B-2b, Fine 60.00 


As above, 12'%2¢, B-2c, Fine 25.00 


Board of Trade, 12'2¢, B-4d, “From the land 
of Gold... about Fine 125.00 


Tr 


Perry Hern, 12'2¢, B-12al, Fine or better. 
As above, 12'’%2¢, B-12allI, Fine or better. 10.00 


10.00 


Idaho Saloon, set of 3; 10¢, 12'2¢ and 25¢, 


B-14a-c. VF 50.00 
As above, 10¢ only, B-14a. VF 18.00 
As above, 12’2¢ only, B-14b. VF 18.00 
As above, 25¢ only, B-14c. VF 18.00 


McCreedy & Elliott, Set of 7, 5¢ to $5 (missing 
only the $10), B-16 a-f, It. corrosion 125.00 
As above, $5 only, B-16f, toned XF 30.00 


Mascot Saloon, 12'’2¢, B-17c, Fine or better 45.00 


All orders are now plus actual postage. Since we 
send most orders on approval, upon receipt, all 
you have to do is add the postage to your invoice. 


Many items are only one in stock. Please email or 
call to order to avoid disappointment. 


SKAGWAY TOKENS FOR SALE 


Many items are only one in stock. Please email or 
call to order to avoid disappointment. 


All orders are now plus actual postage. Since we 


PC. Cb. 16 dctionination: Boos VE 25.00 | Send most orders on approval, upon receipt, all 
, : you have to do is add the postage to your invoice. 


Pullen House, One Meal, B-22a. EF 10.00 


ae 
>See tT 


Shamrock Beer Parlor, 12’2¢, B-24a, XF 45.00 
As above, scuffed (the one illustrated) 15.00 


VERY LARGE BRONZE 
MEDALS 


We had these made by Medallic Art Co. in Danbury, J se 
CT in 1984. Only 100 of each were made. These are | 
shown actual size (3.5 inches, 89mm) and weigh al- }ak 
most 11 troy ounces! These are struck from souvenir \¢ 
ashtray dies, circa 1915. The designs are copied from \> 
postcards of the era. We lost these dies (and two oth- 
ers) when Medallic Art Co. went bankrupt. 


Skagway Harbor Scene. 50.00 

White Horse Rapids. 50.00 
(Shooting the WHR in a Peterboro canoe) 

The pair, maybe matched numbers 80.00 
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MODERN SKAGWAY TOKENS 


mS = ae ~ 
Kellers, Days of ‘98, black on wood. 2.00 
Kellers 1976, black on wood 2.00 


Corrington Ivory Co., 50¢ in trade, aluminum 
32mm. 5.00 


The Door Knob, black on wood 2.00 


Trade Dollar, Good for $1 in trade at any co- 
operating merchant. Brass, 33mm 8.00 


The Door Knob, small letter, blk on wood 2.00 


Gateway to the Klondike, Brass, 33mm 8.00 
Purple Moose, black on wood. 2.00 


Many items are only one in stock. Please email or 
call to order to avoid disappointment. 


Elks, 100 years of Elkdom, 1898-1998, Drink All orders are now plus actual postage. Since we 
Token, thick brass, 31mm. 8.00 send most orders on approval, upon receipt, all 
Elks, One Drink wood, black/purple 2.00 you have to do is add the postage to your invoice. 
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JUNEAU LIQUOR CO. 
BECOMES 
JUNEAU BILLIARD CO. 


Juneau | 
| Liquor 
Co. (Inc.) | 


TREREHONE 98 | 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, Novem- 
ber 6, 1917 


JUNEAU LIQUOR COM- 


PANY WILL CLOSE NOV. 17 
Popular Wholesale and Family Liquor 
Store Will Go Out of Business 

Here For 13 Years 

Expect to Move Stock in Two Weeks; 
Billiard Company Will Succeed. 


The Most UP-TO-DATE LIQUOR STORE in the Northwest 


A complete line of Pansily Ligtiors, Imported and 
| Domestic. Also a fine Hine of Cigars and 
alll Cigarettes. @ tire Deinery wo any pare of the Quy 2 ** 


Juneau Liquor Company, Ino. | 


; Alaska Daily Empire, Jan. 1, 1915 
The Juneau Liquor Company, for many 


years Juneau’s leading wholesale and family liquor store, which also operated a retail liquor 
house in connection, will retire from business Saturday, November 17th and shortly thereafter 
will be succeeded by the Juneau Billiard Company. 


“We shall not wait for the incoming prohibition law,” said Mr. Hirsch today, “because antici- 
pating our ability to sell all of the stock we have on hand, we have agreed to turn over the 
building to the Juneau Billiard Company Monday morning, November 19th.” 


The Juneau Liquor Company is a corporation and has three active stockholders: Simon Hirsch, 
the President and General manager, George Welsh and William W. Garster. All of them are 
well known residents of this city. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


THE JUNEAU BUGIARD COMPANY WISHES TO ANNOUNCE [O THE GEN 
TLEMEN OF GASTINEAU CHANYEL THE OPENING OF THEIR ' 


Billard, Pool : vo Card Parlors 


THURSDAY, DECEMRER 76. 191 


Cambortabiz and Convenient — Sait Drinks Served 


CALL AND INSPECT OUR UP-TO.DATE PLACE 


JONEAU BILLIARD araee 


(Od Jonas Liquor Co, Buk 
FRONT STREET =< 


The Juneau Billiard Company...also is a corpora- 
tion. Its principal shareholders are Simon Hirsch, 
William W. Garster and H.E. Biggs. The latter 
will not be actively identified with the place. The 
place will be thoroughly renovated and expense 
will not be spared in making it attractive to those 
seeking recreation and amusement. 


TUNES, 


Alaska Daily cae Dec. 19, 1917 


continued on page 63 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


I do my eBay searches in the evening. I “watch” 
items that I want to include in the prices realized. 
Many times it seems that a new auction item that is 
on eBay in the evening is “no longer available” in 
the morning. The sale was ended within a few hours 
of being posted. This is usually a low value item. 
This is different than the situation mentioned in the 
last issue where a higher value item runs its course, 
has no bids, but is “no longer available.” In both 
cases, it makes reliable Prices Realized difficult. 


eBay this month was ... boring. A Knight Island share- 
holder token/medal was a bargain. Some common 
tokens are bringing better than expected prices. An 
ARRC 5¢ token brought $153 - go figure? These last 
two comments give hope that there is new blood in 
the hobby. 


For those of you interested, my gold token project is 
on vacation - while my wife and I clean out our old 
house. After 40 years we have accumulated way too 
much junk. It is residing in the garage of the new 
house, where my shop will be. The good news is that 
the only thing left to move is the screw press. The 
bad news is that it will take time to sort through stuff 
and get the work shop organized. 


I have done seven issue without a month off. I guess 
it is time. The next issue will probably be in mid- 
August, unless I just can’t help myself. Then prob- 
ably a September/October issue (for our fall auction) 
and then November/December for a Christmas shop- 
per. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Dawson Correspondent - Vic Tubman 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Alakanuk, Alstrom, $10. B-le 19.05 
Anchorage, Canteen Bar, 12’2¢, B-10a 29.990B 
Anchorage, Cheechako Bar, 12'2¢, B-11bI 23.05 
Anchorage, Cheechako Bar, 12'2¢, B-11bVI 23.05 
Anchorage, The Club, 12'2¢, B-12al 27.55 
Bethel, Olson Bros., $1, B-3c 5.950B 
Cape Newenham, 794th NCO OM, 25¢, B-lf 26.55 
Cordova, Chas. Rosswog, 6'4¢, B-34b 39.00 
Craig, Craig Inn, 10¢, B-2a 13.50 
Craig, Craig Inn, 25¢. B-2b 15.000B 
Craig, Craig Inn, 50¢, B-2c 15.000B 
Excursion Inlet, A&PS Co., 25¢, B-1c 36.55 
Hoonah, Hoonah Pkg. Co., 10¢, 25¢, B-1 b,c 13.51 
Hoonah, Hoonah Pkg. Co., $1, B-le 39.88 
Juneau, Imperial Pool Parlor, 5¢, B-30a 7.05 
Juneau, Occidental Bar, 12'%2¢, B-55a 17.06 
Ketchikan, Blue Fox Pup, $1, B-6e 19.07 
Ketchikan, Lucky Spot, 25¢, B-32c 11.02 
Ketchikan, Pioneer Pool Rm., 10¢, B-47a 20.000B 
Ketchikan, Stedman Hotel, 12'2¢. B-60a 15.000B 
Ketchikan, Stedman Hotel, 12'2¢. B-60b 25.000B 


Ketchikan, North Star Tran., Child’s fare B-T3a 13.50 
Ketchikan, White Cab, one stage fare, B-TSall 5.00 
Ketchikan, White Cab, one stage fare, B-TSalI 5.95OB 


Kobuk, Harry Brown, $1, B-1c 23.05 
Kotzebue, NCO Club, 5¢, b-2f 7.950B 
McCarthy, Golden Hotel, 25¢, B-2b 26.24 
Palmer, ARRC, 5¢, B-1b 153.51 
Skagway, Idaho Saloon, 25¢, B-14c 12.000B 
Skagway, Mascot. 12’4¢, B-17c 37.51 
Snug Harbor, Pioneer Canneries, $1.25, B-2a 36.55 
Snug Harbor, Pioneer Canneries, $1.25, B-2a 60.00 


Snug Harbor, Pioneer Canneries, $1.25, B-2a 14.95OB 


Valdez, Knight Island Stockholders, B-1la 188.60 
Wildwood, NCO Club, set of 5, B-1 a-e 45.00 
Wildwood, NCO Club, set of 5, B-1 a-e 44.00 
Yakutat, St. Elias Pack. Co., $1, B-2c 178.06 
Tierra Del Fuego, Ist & 2nd Arg., 20¢ 299.990B 
A.Y.P.E., encased cent, round 44.00 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W= withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did 
Not Sell; FTR= see For the Record. 


Douglas Island News, April 1, 1908. 

Chas. M. Rosswog is conducting a cigar store and 
billiard parlor, and has lived in Douglas for a num- 
ber of years with his family. 


JUNEAU BILLIARD CO., 


Cordova Daily Times, January 3, 1918. 

One of the finest billiard halls in the North was re- 
cently opened in Juneau by the Juneau Billiard Com- 
pany on Front street. Special card rooms have been 
arranged and four pool tables and two billiard tables 
been installed. 


——_—_—_—_ 


TRY THE JUNEAU ROOM- 
| ING HOUSE 
steam heat; 


Clean rooms; 


free bath; telephone; under 
| new management; reasonable 
| rates by day or week. 


Over 
Juneau Billiard Parlors. 


Alaska Daily Empire, Jan. 7, 1918. 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, May 1, 1920. 
SIM FREIMAN TAKES CHARGE OF 
JUNEAU BILLIARD COMPANY 


Sim Freiman, Chief of the Juneau Fire Department 
and for several years with the C.W. Young Company, 
today took charge of the Juneau Billiard Company 
as manager. Mr. Freiman has acquired an interest in 
the company. 


Simon Hirsch, the principal owner of the company 
retires from active participation in the company. He 
and Mrs. Hirsch will leave shortly for Oregon, where 
they will visit the latter’s relatives for a time before 
proceeding to Mr. Hirsch’s farm. 


i eed 


THE SWEET THING 


Helen Ardelle—if you have not 
met her, get acquainted at the 


JUNEAU BILLIARD CO. 
Oo 
CHRISTMAS CIGARS 


9 in a box 

25 inta box-- 

50 in @ box . 
JUNEAU BILLIARD CO. 


Alaska Daily Empire, Dec. 17, 1920 


cont. 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, March 26, 1921. 
JUNEAU BILLIARD CO. SOLD TO 
R.L. BILLS 


Announcement was made by Simon Hirsch today that 
the Juneau Billiard Company has been sold to R.L. 
Bills of Portland, Ore. Mr. Bills and Mr. Hirsch ar- 
rived on the City of Seattle yesterday and under terms 
of sale the new owner will take immediate posses- 
sion. 


The Juneau Billiard Company was owned by Mr. 
Hirsch and H.E. Biggs, both of whom have disposed 
of their entire interest in the firm to Mr. Bills, who 
will be the sole owner. The place is the best appointed 
billiard and pool establishment and refreshment par- 
lor in Alaska, and is doing a good business. Sim 
Freiman has been operating the place under a lease 
the past year. 


Mr. Bills said today that he will change the name of 
the Juneau Billiard Company to “Bill’s Place,” aims 
to conduct business in the same high-class manner 
as in the past, making such improvements he finds 
necessary. He has a wife and son living in Portland, 
who will join him here at an early date. 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, March 28, 1921. 
NOTICE 

The Juneau Billiard Company having disposed of 
their business to Mr. R.L. Bills we take this opportu- 
nity of thanking the public for their liberal patron- 
age, and bespeaking for Mr. Bills your kind consid- 
eration. 


All bills against the firm please present at once, and 
all accounts owing the firm, please call and pay im- 
mediately, and oblige, 

Simon Hirsch 

H.E. Biggs. 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, April 21, 1921 
FREIMAN WINS CASE. 

In the case of Sim Freiman against the Juneau Bil- 
liard company, et al., in which he sued for $540 for 
commission and other money, in case a sale of the 
property was made, a jury returned a verdict in United 
States Commissioner H.B. LeFevre’s court for the 
full amount this morning. The jury was composed 
of Lockie McKinnon, W.J. Mannahan, Perry Wiley, 
George Howard, C.J. Alexander and M.J. Cassin. 
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WHY A $1.20 TOKEN? 


A Juneau Billiard Co. $1.20 token (B-32c) recently 
sold on eBay for the opening bid of $495. The ques- 
tion is: Why a $1.20 token? 


Ron Benice reported to us that Kern Wilson of 
Utgiagvik (Barrow) reports on token sales on eBay 
for the National Token Collectors Association, and 
boldly stated that the $1.20 denomination indicated 
that it was for bottle deposits - 24 bottles at 5¢ each. 


But what would a billiard company be doing redeem- 
ing bottles? This started a few emails flying. 


J.D. Williams suggested that we contact Kaye 
Dethridge as he owned a bottling company in Juneau. 
Further, J.D. reminisced that as a boy in Juneau in 
the 1950s finding six Coca-Cola bottles in a single 
day (=30¢). “That may not sound like much, but back 
in those days I could buy a double decker hard packed 
ice cream cone from Garnick’s Grocery in Juneau 
for five cents.” 


Kaye Dethridge chimed in: “I’ve always figured that 
the $1.20 denomination was pretty strange. The de- 
posit thing sure sounds plausible, though I wasn’t 
involved in that end of it so don’t have personal 
knowledge of it. I did buy Card’s bottling company 
(October 1, 1958) and bottled pop there for several 
years. We re-named the business Totem Beverage 
Co. And, yes, we did bottle the pop in stubby brown 
beer bottles. Every Friday morning I would make the 
rounds of the bars, picking up the bottles, which they 
saved for me. We paid the bars 15¢ a case for them. 
Does anyone know why the NAT&T had a $1.10 
denomination token? That might give us some more 
insight.” 


Sadly, the $1.10 token from the NAT&T Co. is a 
whole different story (see page 65). 
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But what does a billiard company do with a $1.20 
token? Kern Wilson might have just hit the nail on 
the head. 


If you look on line at tokencatalog.com, and search 
$1.20 tokens, you find a lot (mostly from Minnesota!) 
that actually state that they were for bottle deposits. 
Legends are sometimes simple: 
“Good for $1.20 with case” 
to specific: 
“Good for $1.20 upon return of one Hamm case 
& bottles” 
to way too much information: 
“Due the bearer, the sum of $1.20 upon the re- 
turn of this check together with one empty two 
dozen quart case with bottles in good and ser- 
viceable condition.” 


Images courtesy of Luke Johnson and Wayne Rotz, 
via tokencatalog.com. 


Before looking at the Library of Congress newspa- 
pers, I did not realized the connection between the 
Juneau Liquor Company and the Juneau Billiard 
Company. It seems likely to me that when JLC was 
in the liquor business, they had to deal with empty 
bottles. This function probably was inherited by the 
JBC, but “soft drink” bottles. 


While we can never really know why the $1.20 to- 
ken was issued, this seems like a reasonable expla- 
nation. 


Now, about the $1.10 NAT&T token...see the next 
page. 


Theory 1: from Ron Benice 


In my research, after reading A.B. McCullough’s 
“Money and Exchange in Canada to 1900” I proposed 
the following in the April 1997 issue of ATC&PN: 


“He described the mid 19th century practice among 
Canadian bankers, merchants and exchange dealers 
of using the $4.8666 exchange rate for currency trans- 
actions or minor coins but a rate of $4.444 when deal- 
ing with silver dollars or American gold coins. In- 
terestingly, the ratio between these two rates is $1.095 
which rounds quite nicely to $1.10. He didn’t say 
when the dual rate system was discontinued, but did 
hint that some old financial practices persisted longer 
on the western frontier than in the rest of the country. 
So it remains an interesting possibility that the $1.10 
tokens were used as change for payments in gold or 
silver while the $1.00 tokens were used with paper 
money and minor coins.” 


Editor’s comment: Keeping accounts based upon the 
British Pound, to which the Canadian Dollar was 
tied, seems a bit awkward. However, there would be 
an advantage to receiving silver dollars and Ameri- 
can gold in payments if that is what your creditors 
were requiring. 


Theory 2: from Tony Chibbaro, South Carolina to- 
ken researcher. The only other $1.10 tokens on 
tokencatalog.com (other than drink tokens) are from 
South Carolina. 


The only way that I can think of to account for the 
odd denomination of these tokens is to offer a dis- 
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that your employee is not being profited upon by 
shopping at the store of the company that he worked 
for. (SC tokens compliments of Tony Chibbaro). 


Editor’s comment: Tuxbury and Awensdaw Mercan- 
tile (both $1.10 tokens) were the company stores of 
Tuxbury Lumber Co. Company stores have a repu- 
tation of exploiting the workers. Perhaps Tuxbury 
was an exception! See ad below... 


Theory 3: from your editor 


If you tendered cash, and were willing to accept to- 
kens in change, rather than a $1 token, you would 
receive a $1.10 token. This allowed the merchant to 
conserve his cash, and gave the customer a bonus. 
Tokens tendered received tokens in change. 


Editor’s Conclusion: Theory 1 would work for bank- 
ers, but I dont see it applying to general commerce 
on the retail level. Theory 2 makes sense, allowing a 
worker a 10% bonus, perhaps for accepting tokens 
as his salary. In the North where cash was always in 
short supply, giving the customer a bonus for accept- 
ing tokens rather than cash would be good business 
practice. 


SOUTH CAROLINA MERCHANT 


TRADE TOKENS 
by Tony Chibbaro 
published 2020 
777 pages, full color, 8x11 format, hard cover 
3500 photographs with historical information. 
Rarity and value ratings on 3200 tokens. 


$85.00 postpaid 


Tony Chibbaro, P.O. Box 2166, Columbia, SC 29202 
chibbaro@mindspring.com 803-530-3668 


MIONEY TO «&, 
BURN * 


by David Phillips 


Two “Generational” Fairbanks woods have come my 


way. 
if gre aN 


% 


Chea bit 


The first is this Fairbanks Fuel Co. wood, and it is 
thought to have been created and circulated in the 
early to mid 1980s. 


the customer by the driver. 


The distribution of the wood, by the driver of the 
delivery truck was made at the time of delivery, when 
the life of the driver was made easier by the cus- 
tomer. A nice “reward” program for the customer 
for going the extra mile. 


A Win-Win for both customer and the driver! 


My thanks are extended to Kip Harmon, Sales & 
Marketing manager, Alaska Fuel Distributors, for the 
above information. 


The wood is the usual 1% inch or 38mm in size, and 
the color of the lettering and logo on both sides is S ANTA CL AUS HOUSE 
green. It is not known the number made or circu- 7 ' 
lated. It is believed that only one variety was ever 4 , 

made. 


QUALITY FUELS 


| & LUBRICANTS | 


Santa Claus House in North Pole is a “don’t miss” 


attraction in the interior of Alaska. A long-time es- 


The company was sold in 2015, and the new owners  tablishment, they were issuing medals and encased 
changed the name to Alaska Fuel Distributors. The cents back in the 1960s! 


new owners retained the “rewards” program, but did 
change the color of the lettering and logo to dark blue. 


; . The latest to come to our attention is this Driver/Es- 
1,000 were made and there is only one variety. 


cort Complementary Beverage (coffee) token. It has 
a poker ship design with white inserts on a red bor- 
der. Santa Claus House in the center is multicolored. 
Submitted by J.D. Williams, he says that it is mag- 
netic! 


An explanation of “what made the life of the fuel 
truck driver easier” is noted on the card to which the 
wood token is attached and which were presented to 
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MISC. PAPER 


From our Oct. 2019 auction. Attributed by Joe Usi- 
belli to Juneau, circa 1947-1950. Owned by Orville 
and Mickey Wagner. Orville Wagner and his wife 
Mickey died on the vessel Sunmore in the Lituya Bay 
Tsunami July 9, 1958. 


We did not have room for this in the last issue. Good 


for one meal at Bennett Station. Black on pink. Date 
of usage unknown. The Washington Odd Fellows (I.0.0.F.) attended a 


convention in St. Paul, Minnesota in 1907, and their 
convention badge promoted the Alaska Yukon Pa- 
cific Exposition that was to be held in Seattle in 1909. 


This hanging medal features a really nice pick and 
shovel with gold nuggets below. The medal part is 
silver colored, while the hangers are gold colored. 
FAIRBANKS: Squadron Club (see 2019 pages 29 No size was given in the eBay sale. ($49.95OB). 

and 47). This is % of the receipt/ticket. $10.00 wd 


WACKER: Wacker Bus Line, Good for 10 Cent Fare, 
B-Tla. A bit rough but very acceptable. $75.00 


Many items are only one in stock. Please email or 
call to order to avoid disappointment. 


All orders are now plus actual postage. Since we What makes this interesting is that the metal is thin 
send most orders on approval, upon receipt, all ough so that the reverse or bottom die pressed the 


you have to do is add the postage to your invoice. metal up into the obverse die, creating a mirror im- 
age on the back. 
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MIDDLETON ISLAND 


THE INFERNO CLUB 


International Airport 
Middleton Island, Alaska 


ies OLE 


In the March 2010 issue, we looked at Middleton 
Island, in the Gulf of Alaska, and its use as a military 
radar station. What was Middleton Island in 1907? 


Alaska Prospector, Valdez, May 16, 1907. 


E.V. Smith, better known as “Middleton Smith” is in 
town with a load of fox skins from his ranch on 
Middleton Island. Smith and his foxes are the sole 
inhabitants of this little island which is on the open 
ocean just outside of Prince William Sound. There 
is a little gold in the beach sand and at times he works 
a rocker, but there is not enough pay to justify any 
great amount of work. At present time the garden on 
the island is as far advanced as those in the States, 
the climate being very mild. Smith says that he lo- 
cated the wreck of the Discovery last fall on a rock 
about 15 miles from Middleton, where the boiler and 
machinery were visible at low tide. The boat evi- 
dently broke her back on this rock and sunk immedi- 
ately. 


Alaska Prospector, Valdez, May 25, 1905. 


For Assays Send Your Ore To 


Etlamar Mining Co. 


Goid, Silver and Copper 3.50 


Gold and Silver - 1.450 

Copper 5 - - ZBZity 

Lead - - . 2.00) 
EvtaMAn, ALASKA 


EBT i RAD SABIE ABI ab CS eh BE I TT 
Ellamar, B-1 
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FLAT & IDITAROD 


Flat City's 
Popular Resort = | 


Li 


Sranch 
A. D. CURRIE 
Marquette AA Rye 
National Club Bourbon 
Best Brands ot Cigars 


BUDWEISER BEER 


_ 


} 


. 
Family Orders Promptly Filled | 


Iditarod Pioneer, July 7, 1917. 


}- 


Z >. ro 


Al Currie had similarly named saloons in Flat (B-1a) 
and Iditarod (B-1a). 


Daily Gateway, Seward, Nov. 17, 1905. 
FREE BOOZE FOR NOMEITES 


Several Nome steamers were compelled to jettison 
part of their cargoes near the end of their last trip 
northward. The Valencia dumped a lot of liquor near 
the Nome shore, some of which floated to land and 
after escaping immersion in the deep all but the bar- 
rels was swallowed by the inhabitants. Free booze 
almost put the saloons out of business for a few days. 


WRANGELL BURNS TO GROUND 


The Daily Alaskan, Skagway, March 26, 1906. 
Juneau, March 20 - The town of Wrangell burned to 
the ground Saturday afternoon. Word to that effect 
was brought to Juneau by a tug arriving today seek- 
ing help for the stricken town from other towns in 
Southeastern Alaska. 


The fire started in the Pioneer Hotel and swept up 
and down the street to the post office on one end and 
to Patenaude’s barber shop at the other. From the lat- 


ter place it crossed the street to the meat market and 
swept things clean there, including the big Wrangell 
hotel. It rapidly spread back of Main street and wiped 
out fully two dozen residences. 


All the leading stores in the town with the exception 
of the St. Michael’s Trading Company are in ashes. 
The loss is estimated at $1,000,000, and the mayor 
and members of the council have united in an appeal 


‘EVERYTHING WEW AND CLEAN. 


for help for the stricken people most of whom have 
lost all they possess. 


The town had no efficient fire apparatus. Buildings 
were blown out with dynamite to stay the progress 
of the fire but the ruse was only partially successful. 


Wrangell is one of the oldest towns in Alaska and it 
has been one of the very best towns in Southeastern 
Alaska heretofore. 


THOMAS DALGITY 
WRANGELL B-2 


Before he ran the Star Cigar Store... 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, June 8, 1920. 
Thomas Dalgity has been appointed Deputy United 
States Marshal at Wrangell, according to an an- 
nouncement made today by U.S. Marshal J.M. Tan- 
ner and will take office at once, or as soon as his oath 
of office can be sent to Wrangell. He succeeds H. J. 
Wallace, former Wrangell deputy who died there May 
5 last. 


Mr. Dalgity has been jailer at Wrangell for several 
years and has been acting as Deputy Marshal since 
the death of Mr. Wallace. He is well known in South- 
eastern Alaska and his appointment is said to give 
general satisfaction to the Wrangell people. 


FINE AIRY ROOMS. STEAM HEAT 


AND ELECTRIC LIGHT. COURTEOUS TREATMENT 


| OUR MOTTO: 
“The Best of Accommodations is Wone too Good for Our Guests” 


THE WRANGELL HOTEL 


JOHN G. GRANT, Propr. 


Pine, Light Sample Boom for the Use of Commercial Travelers. 


i Rates Reasonable. 


Bar Room in Connection. This 


Hostelry is Meadquarters for Hunters 


’ WRANGELL 
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ALASKA 


CHALLENGE COINS - $15 EACH 
ONLY ONE EACH IN STOCK 


— 


CHIEFS OF THE LAST FRONTIER 


All shown actual size. 
FIRST CALL OR EMAL GETS THEM! 


All orders are now plus actual postage. Since 
we send most orders on approval, upon re- 
ceipt, all you have to do is add the postage to 
your invoice. 


F35 LIGHTNING IT CTOL 
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See page 78 


ALASKAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 


ALASKA RARE COINS, P.O. BOX 72832, FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99707 Phone 907 452-6461 email: akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


XY POLAR NUMISMATIST VOLUME XLM, NO. 8, AUGUST, 2020. 


North of 60° ------- 


ALASKA TRADE DOLLARS 


Dick Hanscom 
While Canada allows municipalities to issue trade dollars accepted at cooperating merchants 
with an expiration date, the United States frowns on such issues. For the purpose of this 
article, we will be examining those trade dollars that were issued by some authority, such as a 
chamber of commerce, and accepted by multiple, unspecified businesses. This does not in- 
clude the “good for $1 in trade” tokens issued by individual merchants. 


The Department of the Treasury prohibits this type of trade coin. Merchant tokens, good only 
at the merchant, were tolerated for many years, and still are to some extent in the form of drink 
tokens and some that bear a face value. But tokens that are good throughout a community are 
prohibited. It is interesting to note that some did slip buy the authorities, while others were 
quashed. In some cases, we cannot determine whether the issue was repressed, ignored or 
accepted. 


I have covered much of this in previous issues of the newsletter and in my book Jinnahs & 
Sealskins, Gold Dust & Bingles. Readers will be directed to these sources. 


The first trade dollar was issued 
by the Fairbanks Chamber of 
Commerce in 1959. It carries a 
typical usage statement: “at any 
cooperating business or redeem- 
able at face value at the Fairbanks 
Chamber of Commerce until 12 
noon, Thursday Dec. 31, 1959.” 
While they may have circulated only until the end of the year, the Chamber of Commerce was 
still selling them when we got here in 1974! The envelope states that 150,000 (see page 75) 
were circulated. I find this highly unlikely that they circulated 150,000 in 1959, but I don’t 
doubt that from 1959 to 1974 that they made that many and sold most as souvenirs. The 
original trade dollars were brass, perhaps gold plated. There are multiple die varieties and 
thicknesses. Additional versions were made in 1964 (silver) and 1965 (bronze). These are 
dated on the edge - 64 or 65. See page 334 of Tinnahs & Sealskins, Gold Dust and Bingles for 
more information. 


The next trade dollar was the 1962 
“Alaska Boosters.” These carried a 
similar statement as to merchants, and 
were redeemable at the Alaska Boost- 
ers Assn. Hdars. until Dec. 31, 1962. 
These were to be sold at the Seattle 
Worlds Fair to promote tourism to 
Alaska - “See Alaska Too!” We even 
have a neat poster with the trade dollar and this phrase at 
the store. They obviously were serious about promoting tour- 
ism. But I suspect even better, they could pocket the profits 
from the sale of the trade dollar. After all, who was the 
Alaska Boosters Assn., and where was their headquarters? 
Nevertheless, the treasury department obviously took ex- 
ception to this issue, and we see examples of this trade dol- 
lar stamped “cancelled.” 


continued on page 73 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


I had been thinking about doing this trade dollar ar- 
ticle for years and finally got around to it. I have the 


feeling I have missed something, so please let me 
know if I have. 


This is an expanded version of the newsletter, run- 
ning 16 pages. The extra six pages are items for sale. 
See pages A-F. Many are one only in stock, so call 
or email to reserve your items. We will ship on ap- 
proval, you can pay upon receipt and add actual post- 
age to your invoice. 


The obvious purpose of the sales pages is to sell. I 
have priced items, and gone back and lowered some 
prices, and gone back and lowered some again. Some 
may be higher than a previous offering. No one is 
perfect. 


The next issue, Sept./Oct. will be available near the 
end of September. We look at die sinker errors and a 
fraudulent token. It will include the Alaska items in 
our October auction. 


CANDY WAUGAMAN ESTATE 


This August is going to be a very busy month. On 
August 15 and 16, the estate sale of Candy 
Waugaman will be held at Great North Auctions on 
the Richardson Highway between Fairbanks and 
North Pole. You will be able to view the items on 
line at www.greatnorthauction.com and click on up- 
coming auctions. Items should be available for view- 
ing about a week before the auction. Phone, mail, 
email and other absentee bids will be accepted. Even 
if you are not bidding, take a look. This is only what 
is left after the University Museum, Library and Ar- 
chives got what they wanted! And it is still over- 
whelming. 


The following weekend, my wife and I will be con- 
ducting a final garage sale of the items that the auc- 
tion house did not want, and a book sale at Candy’s 
house. This is your chance to purchase rare and out 
of print Alaska and polar regions books. If you are 
looking for a specific book let me know, and I might 
find it. Otherwise, sorry, but this is a face to face sale 
and no list is available. 


Have some fun. Check out the auction on-line. 


T2 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, Bert’s Liquor, 25¢, B-9b 19.05 
Anchorage, Canteen Bar, 12’2¢, B-10a 27.89 
Anchorage, Cheechako Tav., 12’2¢, B-11bIV 15.27 
Cleary, Willis & Welch, 25¢, B-5a 19.50 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, 15¢, B-la 32.56 
Cordova, Alaskan Hotel, 12'2¢, B-2a 5.750B 
Craig, Craig Inn, 10¢, B-2a 8.49 
Hoonah, Hoonah Pkg. Co., 50¢, B-1dI 12.50 
Ketchikan, Abercrombie’s, 2¢, B-la 8.000B 
Kobuk, Harry Brown, 50¢, B-1b 8.500B 
Kodiak, USNAB, B-15a 152.50 
Kwiguk, Alstrom, $1,B-1c 13.05 

8.000B 


Miller House, M.H. Bar, One Drink, B-la 


Murphy Dome, NCO 744SQD OM, 10¢ unl. 

Alum., 23mm similar to 50¢, Oct. 2015. OB99.99NB 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-Ic 137.50 
Valdez, Knight Isl. share holders, B-1la OB499.99NB 


Dawson, YT, M&N Bar, 25¢, B-15a 224.950B 
A.Y.P.E., encased cent, round 25.16 
Rainier Beer, AK Favorite, encased cent 152.50 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W= withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did 
Not Sell; FTR= see For the Record. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Douglas Island News, April 1, 1908. 

Henry Brie is the proprietor of the Canteen Saloon, 
and is one of the men you can bank on. (B-5) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Dawson Correspondent - Vic Tubman 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 


ALASKA TRADE DOLLARS, com. 


Sitka’s Chamber of Commerce was next to jump on 
the trade dollar bandwagon in 1963. Their trade dol- 
lar was good in trade or redeemable until Nov. 15, 
1963. The circulating version was struck in cupro- 
nickel (20,000), while collector’s versions were made 
in sterling silver (50). It is also reported that 4 were 
struck in 18kt gold. 


Cordova Chamber of Commerce issued a brass to- 
ken for “8 bits” ($1) to celebrate the annual Ice Worm 
Festival. It is dated 2,500,000 Anno-Serpens- 
Glacialis = 2.5 million year of the Ice Worm. Other- 
wise, it is undated but it is reported in “Alaska’s Coin- 
age through the Years” published in 1965. 


They also issued a wooden token for “One Buck.” 
No merchant or redeemable statements are on either 
token. 


The Matanuska Valley Chamber of Commerce issued 
a trade dollar in 1963 that was good in trade until 
Dec. 31, 1965. It was good at “any Matanuska Val- 
ley Business or redeemable at the Matanuska Valley 
Chamber of Commerce.” Note that the word “coop- 
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erating” is missing! It must have been assumed that 
all businesses would cooperate. 


To celebrate the Alaska Purchase Centennial in 1967, 
trade dollars were issued in Anchorage and Juneau. 
Sets of three different colored plastic tokens were 
issued by these cities - red, white and light blue for 
Anchorage and green, yellow and dark blue for Ju- 
neau. They were redeemable until Oct. 31, 1967, 
but by who? It appears that these were souvenirs 
with no chance of circulating. 


A bizarre twist on these plastic trade dollars is that 
there are two of the Juneau known in gold and one in 
lead (see ATC&PN 2011, pages 64 and 82). 


ALASKA TRADE DOLLARS, oom. 


But another trade dollar was being issued in Anchor- 
age which became known as the “illegal dollar.” An- 
chorage Mayor George Sharrock ordered 50,000 of 
these trade dollars on behalf of the Anchorage Cen- 
tennial Commission. The Secret Service (a branch 
of the Treasury Department) let it be known that they 
were opposed to the issuance of this coin and de- 
scribed the penalties that would be imposed if it was 
released to circulation (see page 352 of Tinnahs & 
Sealskins, Gold Dust & Bingles for an article by J.D. 
Williams. ) 


The Ketchikan Chamber of Commerce broke new 
ground with a $2 trade token (Two Bucks), redeem- 
able until December 31, 1971. The Ketchikan Koin 
Klub handled the distribution of 10,000 in “nickel- 
silver” (copper-nickel), and 200 in sterling silver (100 
numbered, 100 without numbers). These were minted 
by Wendell’s of Minneapolis. 


Perhaps similar to the Alaska Boosters dollar, the 
1971 Alaska Visitors Association trade dollar was 
issued by a private concern. Issued at the annual 
conference in Fairbanks, it was good for “One Dol- 
lar in Trade at AVA Member Merchants before Oc- 
tober 31, 1971.” 
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In 1972, the Nenana Valley Chamber of Commerce 
issued a “Redeemable Souvenir Dollar.” That is a bit 
of an oxymoron. It is redeemable, but it is a souvenir. 
Perhaps that was a way to stay clear of the Treasury 
Department. These were struck in sterling and CN. 


Skagway has two trade dollars. Both are good “at 
any cooperating merchant.” 


The first issue, 39mm antiqued brass dated 1974, has 
a finish similar to that on the undated “Klondike Dol- 
lar” from Whitehorse, Yukon leading me to assume 
that they were made by the Alberta Mint. 


The small size (33 mm) is brass and it first appeared 
in the January 1986 issue of ATC&PN. It carries the 
commemorative date of 1898. 


The Palmer Chamber of Commerce and the Alaska 
State Fair Inc. sponsored trade dollars in 1977, 1978 
and 1979. These noted the Midsummer Festival, 
Rodeo and Scottish Games. These state that they are 
redeemable until Sept. 15 of their respective years. 


ALASKA TRADE DOLLARS, eon. 
CR Z FAIRBANKS TRADE 


DOLLAR ENVELOPES 


Three different, shown below. There are more. 


Since these were struck over a three year period, one ADDITIONAL 
has to assume that these were ignored. “ 
49th State 


SOUVENIR 


Golden Dollars” 


May Be Obtained from 
FAIRBANKS 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


These were made in Canada by the Sherritt Mint in 
the usual 33mm nickel or nickel bonded steel for- 
mat. I remember that one year, I saw the trade dol- 
lars in plastic capsules and the capsules were stamped 
“Made in Canada.” 


Send $1.00 for Each Coin and Self 

Addressed Stamped Envelope To: 
Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce 
Nerland Bldg., Fairbanks, Alaska 
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This souvenir of Alaskan Statehood was issued by the Fairbanks 
Chamber of Commerce to commemorate forever our entry into 
the Union of the United States, 


The Haines Chamber of Commerce issued a trade The program, initially confined to Fairbanks, quickly spread to 


' : : cover the entire State, and Golden Dollars were as good as gold 
dollar in 1980 dated 1979-1981, good in trade until in the “Red Dog” Saloon in Juneau as they were in the “Gold- 

. : Rush” Saloon on the riverfront in Fairbanks, during 1959, the 
Sept. 15, 1981. It depicts the first meeting of Sheldon sith ase Year. 

C pproximately 150,000 of th ti i 
Jackson and the Chilkat Chief. It is 34mm bronze in Salona aa were iisond abet eda nacho na 
Alaska, They are actually gold-plated in Alask Gold, 

and 4,000 were ordered. since their removal from circulation on 31 Delicbek 59, ‘ote 


collector’s item. 
This coin has gone down in history as the one and only coin 


issued to commemorate the granting of Statehood to Alaska, the 
49th State of the Union, 


na 


This souvenir of Alaskan Statehood was issued by the 
Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce to commemorate forever our 
entry into the Union of the United States. 


a == : The program, initially confined to es quickly are 

: a Gieceta 8 4 to cover the entire State, and Golden Dollars were as good as 
Another trade dollar was issued by the Haines Cham- gold in Juneau as they were in Fairbanks, during 1959, the * 

. : 7 ei Statehood Year. 

ber of Co erce in 1981. This time, ut featured the Approximately 150,000 of these commemorative coins — 

iSSi i i tt in circulation and were honored at any business establish- 

ae bell, and wae good in trade until Oct. 1, 1981. ; cathe ‘ieee Since their removal from circulation on 31 

It is 34mm with a mintage of 2,000. December 59, they are a collector’s item. 


This coin has gone down in history as the one and only 
coin issued to commemorate the granting of Statehood to 


None since the 80s? There may be others that I Deakee the: Sn Sea ot s Ue 


missed. Please let me know! 


ds 
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by David Phillips 
PORT CHILKOOT DISTILLERY 


The Port Chilkoot Distillery is located in the historic 
Fort Seward area of Haines, Alaska, just a block from 
the Port Chilkoot dock, where all the cruise ships 
come to dock. 


The Distillery, established in 2013 by Heather Shade 
and Sean Copeland, was the first craft distillery in 
southeast Alaska. It is the only Alaskan distillery 
that makes Alaskan Bourbon and Rye whisky. 


Sean, a master carpenter, renovated the Fort’s former 
bakery which is now the tasting room. It is next door 
to the production facility, which he built from the 
ground up. 


The product line reflects the misty and maritime en- 
vironment of southeast Alaska (note the labels). 


The woods are available for purchase either at the 
Distillery’s premises or on line from the Distillery’s 
website. 


They are the standard 1% inch/38mm size, with black 
printing on both sides. Only one design has been 
used to date. 


The woods are purchased by folks who often gift them 
to friends so they can come in and enjoy a cocktail. 


My sincere thanks to Rebecca Kameika, Business 
Manager for the Port Chilkoot Distillery for being so 
helpful, and supplying me with the photos and infor- 
mation above. 


‘Tasting Room - 
Good For One Drink — 
a Haines, ‘Alaska — 


i : 
“PORT CHILKOOT7, 


MADVES, ALASKA 


FROBISHER BAY 
ESSER) a 
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Frobisher Bay was an historic fishing camp of the 
local Iqalummiut people. 


It was established as a permanent settlement during 
World War II, when it was used as a military air base 
for ferrying planes to Europe. In the 1950s it was 
part of the DEW (Defence Early Warning) Line. 


In 1987, the town of Frobisher Bay was renamed 
Igaliut. In 1999, Iqaliut became the capital of Nunavut 
when the eastern section of Northwest Territories was 
separated. 


The medal shown above was issued to celebrate the 
400th anniversary (1578-1978) of Martin Frobisher’s 
voyages. He was the first European (along with the 
rest of his crew) to visit Frobisher Bay. The medal is 
nickel, 35mm. 


After his exploration days were over, he played a sig- 
nificant part in the defeat of the Spanish Armada in 
1588. 


Another medal of which we were aware, but appears 
to not have made it into the newsletter is this 40mm 
bronze (maybe copper) medal commemorating the 
official opening of the Gordon Robertson Education 
Center, October 8, 1971 

* * * * 

THE VISIT BY H.R.H. PRINCE OF WALES, 
April 23-29, 1975. Reverse: map of Canada showing 
the routes traveled, Northwest Territories. Brz., 
39mm, holed for wearing. >>>>>>>> 


JAN DRESSER ARCTIC 
MEMORIAL 


NAV Canada is the country’s civil air services pro- 
vider. It is a non-share capital corporation funded 
through publicly traded debt. 


NavCanada reports that Line Potvin retired from the 
company about 20 years ago. She was also an artist 
who rented a booth in a shop on the weekends to sell 
her artwork. They have no information on Jan 
Dresser. 


The medal is 2’ inches and weighs 1.6 oz., cast pot 
metal. 
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ALLMAN’S SILVERSIDES & SILVER TIPS BAITS 


A copper medal and a silver label have revealed some 
interesting history. 


Since these items were from Juneau, Kaye 
Dethridge’s and Irene Schuler’s neck of the woods, I 
emailed them. They provided exactly what I wanted 
- enough information for a short space filler. 


But then I did a Google search, and this search pointed 
me to Lael Morgan’s book, Good Time Girls. 


John Leland Stanford Allman was the son of Iowa 
Allman. She became the mistress, and later wife, of 
Tom Marquam, an attorney and aspiring politician. 
They came to Fairbanks in 1906 for political reasons 
too complicated to cover here (we have copies of 
Good Times Girls available, an overall good read). 


In any case, because of Tom’s association with Iowa 
Allman, and the fact that he was the lawyer of choice 
for prostitutes and gamblers, political foes made it 
their mission in life to bring him down. Charges of 
adultery were brought. 


John Leland Stanford Allman, hereafter known as 
Jack, was sent outside to go to school to become an 
engineer. He returned to Fairbanks and in 1913 joined 
the Chisana gold rush. He enlisted with the U.S. 
Army Engineers and served in France during World 
War I. 


Iowa went outside to Seattle for medical treatment 
and died. Tom frequented the red light district. At 
this time, it did not seem to affect his political career 
as he was elected Mayor of Fairbanks. 


Tom married Ray Alderman of the redlight district. 
As Mayor of the City of Fairbanks, he and Ray hosted 
President Harding on his visit. Some of the city fa- 
thers were not amused. 
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OMlVERIPS 


Treated salmon skin bait 
for stream, lake or salt 
water, Place hook on 
edge of eye so bait spins; 
use alone or with spoon 
or spinner. Packed in sa- 
line solution. Keep In the 
solution when not catch- 
ing fish. 

Manufactured by 
ALLMAN ENTERPRISES 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 
PATENT APPLIED FOR 


Unbeknownst to Tom, Judge Wickersham blamed 
him (and others) for his loss in 1905 of an appoint- 
ment as a federal judge. More trumped up charges 
were brought. 


Tom Marquam died in New York City in 1931 while 
he was outside contesting federal charges brought 
against him. 


Wickersham had his revenge... 


But in 1949, Jack Allman, beloved stepson of Tom 
Marquam married Ruth Coffin, the beloved niece of 
Judge Wickersham. Sadly, the marriage was short as 
Jack died in 1953. Ruth Allman kept the memory of 
her uncle alive at Wickersham House in Juneau. 


The copper medal shown above is 33mm and slightly 
dished. The obverse has four entwined fish, and is 
engraved “Allman’s Silversides, Juneau, Alaska.” 
The reverse is engraved “Controlled Action Bait, 
1950.” Each medal was individually engraved. One 
has to wonder how many were made. 


The James Wickersham medal was made by the 
Fairbanks Coin Club as part of their Pioneers of 
Alaska series. It was struck in sterling silver and 
bronze. 


We have the following available: 


James Wickersham silver and bronze 


medal set, $25.00 
As above, but the bronze only - $5.00 
Good Time Girls by Lael Morgan - $19.95 


All items are plus actual postage. 


ALASKA TRADE DOLLARS FOR SALE 


See the article for illustrations. 


FAIRBANKS 

Brass, AU-BU $3.00; 10 for $20; 20 for $25 
As above, EF-AU, toned $2.00 

Silver, (19)64 edge mark, Unc. $35.00 

Bronze, (19)65 edge mark, Unc. $10.00 

Silver & Bronze matched numbered set $50.00 


Envelope, your choice while supply lasts 5.00each 


ALASKA BOOSTERS 

Brass, AU-BU $4.00 
As above, EF-AU, toned $2.00 
As above, stained $2 each; 10 for $10.00 

Brass, Cancelled, stained $12.00 


SITKA 


Cupro-nickel, AU-BU $5.00; 5 for $15.00 


Sterling Silver $35.00 
CORDOVA 
Brass, AU-BU $8.00 
Wood, AU-BU $8.00 
MATANUSKA VALLEY 
Brass, AU-BU $6.00 
As above, EF-AU, toned $4.00 
ANCHORAGE 
Plastic, set of 3 $7.00 
As above, single color of our choice $2.00 
JUNEAU 
Plastic, set of 3 $7.00 
As above, single color of our choice $2.00 
ANCHORAGE 
“TIlegal Dollar,” AU-BU $12.00 
KETCHIKAN 
2 Bucks in Trade, AU-BU $8.00 
As above, stapled to ad card 
Shown reduced, right $25.00 
ALASKA VISITORS ASSOCIATION 
Brass, AU-BU $6.00 


NENANA VALLEY 
Redeemable Souvenir Dollar 
$4.00/5 for $15/10 for $20 


PALMER 

1977, AU-BU $6.00 
1978, AU-BU $6.00 
1979, AU-BU $6.00 
HAINES 

Bronze, 1979-81, Jackson/Chilkat Chief $6.00 
SKAGWAY 

Large Antique brass, 1974, AU-BU $8.00 
Small brass, AU-BU $8.00 


Many items are only one in stock. Please email or 
call to order to avoid disappointment. 


All orders are now plus actual postage. Since we 
send most orders on approval, upon receipt, all 
you have to do is add the postage to your invoice. 


Totem-pole carvings illustrate legend's and. 
serve as family crests. The figures symbol- 

ize both characters and events of the myth- 
ological age and the experiences and adven- 
tures of known ancestors and living persons. 
RAVEN is such an example. For example, 
Raven created man, brought daylight, ar- 

» ranged the rivers and lakes, and many other 
adventures. He could change form as ocy 

ae casion demanded. He dived beneath tr aa 


=Plarmigan, close relatives of forest and 
—prairie grouse, live in alplands and arctic 
tundras throughout the Northern Hemis- © 
phere. There are three kinds of ptarmigan, 

all of which are found in Alaska. Willow ptar- 
migan, living closest to timberline, Rock 
Ptarmigan on middle slopes and low ridges 
and White-tailed ptarmigan, who live high 
among rocky areas close to glaciers or snow- 
—t)elds. 
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TRADE TOKEN TO CIRCULATE IN KETCHIKAN, ALASKA 


The Ketchikan Chamber of Commerc. has struck 10,000 trade tokens 
to circulate in Ketchikan through December 31, 1971 as Two Bucks. 


The Totem obverse was designed by Ed Swartz and the Ptarmigan 
reverse bv Rex McCulley. It was struc: by Wendell’s Inc. of Minneapolis. ‘ 
The Ketchikan Koin Klub is handling the distribution of the tokens. 


iwo hundred Sterling Silver tokens w re struck. One hundred with ser- 
“1 numbers and one hundred withiut. The Sterling Silver ones were 
made ic cell for $15.00. 

Collectors may write the Ketchikan Chamber of Commerce, P.O. Box 
2637, Ketchikan, Alaska, 99901, for the token being used for circula- 
tion. They were struck in 12 gauge nickel-silver with reeded edges and 
are available for $2.00 each 
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CANADA TRADE DOLLARS 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 

FORT ST. JOHN Alejail 
1982 40th Anniversary, AK Highway 5.00 . <ul iy 
YUKON Bs < 
DAWSON 

Undated (1969), wavy rays 10.00/5 for $30.00 
Undated (1969), straight rays 15.00 
1973 15.00 
1984 Gold Panning Championship 8.00 
WHITEHORSE 

1969 with airplane 6.00 
1970 6.00 
1971 6.00 
Undated 6.00 
1975 Yukon Sourdough Rendezvous 4.00 
1986 Transportation, River 5.00 
1987 Transportation, Rails 5.00 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

HAY RIVER 

1977 8.00 
1978 8.00 
INUVIK 

1974 Delta Days, Lions Club 15.00 
1975 Delta Days, Lions Club 15.00 
1983 25th anniversary 8.00 
YELLOWKNIFE 

1970 6.00 
1974 Caribou Carnival 5.00 
1975 Caribou Carnival 5.00 
1976 Caribou Carnival 5.00 
1977 Caribou Carnival 5.00 
1978 Caribou Carnival 5.00 
1979 Caribou Carnival 5.00 
1980 Caribou Carnival 5.00 
1981 Caribou Carnival 5.00 
1982 Caribou Carnival 5.00 
1984 Caribou Carnival 5.00 
1996 50th Anniversary 8.00 
NEWFOUNDLAND 

GRAND FALLS 


1981/82 125th Anniversary $4 each /10 for 2.00 


Many items are only one in stock. Please email or 
call to order to avoid disappointment. 


All orders are now plus actual postage. 
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ALASWKAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 


ALASKA RARE COINS, P.O. BOX 72832, FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99707 Phone 907 452-6461 email: akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


Ny POLAR VUMISMATIST VOLUME XLII, NO. 9, SEPT/OCT, 2020. 


North of 60° ------- 


DIE SINKER ERRORS | 


While there are not really that many, it is still surprising how many die sinker errors there are 
on Alaska and Yukon tokens. So, you are a merchant, and you want some tokens made. 


You pick up the phone... Wait, you couldn’t just pick up the phone and call Seattle to have 
tokens made. So you can’t blame it on a bad connection or a misunderstanding. Your order 
was in writing, or perhaps by telegram. 


Years ago, I had tokens made for my wife’s JV basketball team 
- Lathrop High School. The tokens arrived and it was for Lathop. 
I was upset. I had the maker send back my “sketch” and sure 
enough, I had messed up. (25 silver, 100 pewter). 


Jump forward to 2005 when I started making gold tokens. I can’t tell you how many dies I 
ruined by either not paying attention, or being in a hurry. Most were ground off and polished 
for reuse. Some, I punched the correct number or letter over the mistake. This usually 
happened after I had spoiled several dies amd I was frustrated. Over punching was “good 
enough.” 


But back to the story at hand. How could a professional die sinker, working for an estab- 
lished stamping works make some of these mistakes? Was it bad handwriting on the order? 
Not paying attention? A bit hung over? Let’s take a look at some of these. 


Probably the most famous of the die sinker er- 
rors in Alaska tokens is the Navada Bar token 
from Chitina. It has three errors, but perhaps 
only two. First off, we presume it should be 
Nevada Bar. But maybe the owners decided 
Navada. I searched for “navada” in the Alaska 
newspapers in hopes of finding reference to the 
business. I was not successful, but did find several instances where the papers used Navada. 


But then the proprietors were McCutcheon and Griffith, but they are shown on the token as 
McCutchen and Griffiths. With these errors, one has to assume that maybe the die sinker 
could not read the work order. 


Chitina seems to be the “hot spot” for die sinker errors. Two other misspellings can be 
found. 


On B-1a, Hotel Chitina, Cloninger is spelled Clonniger. 


On B-6a, it should be C.A. Simons, but the die sinker left 
off the s at the end of the name. At least they spelled his 
name correctly on his Chisana tokens (Chisana, pro- 
nounced Shushanna as on McCarthy B-1a). 


Simple mistakes. I am glad this word processor program has spell check - and still there are 
enough typos in each issue to keep readers amused. I am sure Cloninger and Simons were 
not amused (see page 84). 


continued on page 83 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Die sinker errors have appeared in previous issues, 
but I thought it was a good idea to bring them all 
together in one article. Each of these tokens really 
has a story of its own, and we can take a look at a 
couple of them. 


Since I was looking at die sinker errors, Dyea la has 
an odd obverse die. Was that odd look an error, or 
something more sinister? (page 87). 


eBay was relatively quiet with only one exceptional 
piece offered. Shakan B-2c brought a healthy $1,280. 
Douglas B-4a brought $406. Tanana B-11la (men- 
tioned on page 85) sold for an opening bid of $350. I 
never thought I would see the day when Chena B-la 
would sell for less than $50! 


There are items for sale scattered throughout this is- 
sue. Of note are some recent purchases on page 90, 
and modern plastic drink tokens on page H. Orders 
are plus actual postage. 


While I am not completely set up in my shop, I can 
now melt gold and make tokens again. My latest of- 
fering is on page 90. 


The Alaska items in our October auction can be found 
at the end of this issue. Because of the pandemic, we 
will be conducting this auction as an absentee bid 
auction, no floor auction, as we did this past spring. 
(Pages G and H). 


Next issue will reveal two previously unknown ticket 
or card tokens! 

ee ee a ee ee ee a a en ee 
Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Dawson Correspondent - Vic Tubman 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Attu, NAS Off. Mess Annex, 5¢, B-la 19.000B 
Attu, NAS Off. Mess Annex, 25¢, B-1b 22.50 
Chena, B&K, 12¢, B-la 51.01 
Chena, B&K, 12'2¢, B-la 31.00 
Circle City, Collins & Strait, 10¢, B-la 150.00BIN 
Cordova, Alaskan Hotel, 12'/2¢, B-2a 24.990B 
Douglas, Canteen Saloon, 5¢, B-4a 406.04 


Dutch Harbor, NOB Ship’s Service, 5¢, B-la 24.990B 


Fairbanks, Bentley Dairy, 10¢ bottle ck., B-6a = 19.05 
Fairbanks, Chena Bar heart shaped key tag 42.10 
Goodnews Bay, Joe Jean, 25¢, B-la 75.00 
Hoonah, Icy Straits, 10¢, B-2a 24.990B 
Ketchikan, Pioneer Pool Room, 10¢, B-47a 19.50 
Ketchikan, Stedman Hotel, 12'2¢, B-60alI 13.50 
McCarthy, Golden Hotel, 25¢, B-2b 20.50 
Palmer, Moose Club, 50¢, B-2b 33.55 
Platinum, Alaska Traders, 50¢, B-1b 36.00 
Platinum, Alaska Traders, $1, B-1c 61.00 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8blIII 39.02 

26.00 


Seward, Palace, 12'2¢, B-9c 


Shakan, S. Lumber & Trd., $1, B-2c, cstp. 1,280.00 
Tanana, Yukon Saloon, 25¢, B-lla 350.000B 
Tonsina, Jake Nafsted, 12'2¢, B-la 49.51 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12'2¢, B-4b 27.00 
Whitehorse, Yukon, TDP, $10, B-7e 36.50 
Hudson Bay Co., East. Arc., 5 + 25 49.00 
Hudson Bay Co., East. Arc. 10 27.55 
Hudson Bay Co., East. Arc. 1 Fox, square 108.25 
A.Y.P.E., encased cent, potty 129.95 
A.Y.P.E., encased cent, horseshoe 27.99 
A.Y.P.E., encased cent, round 27.99 
Mishler AK-HI, HK-530, bright bronze 280.00 
Mishler AK-HI, HK-531, oxidized bronze 293.95 
Mishler AK-HI, HK-532, bright copper 326.00 
Mishler AK-HI, HK-533, oxidized copper 255.00 
Mishler AK-HI, HK-534, ox. nickel-silver 255.00 
Mishler AK-HI, HK-534, ox. nickel-silver 250.00 
Mishler AK-HI, HK-534, ox. nickel-silver 311.00 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W= withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did 
Not Sell; FTR= see For the Record. 


DIE SINK ErR ERRORS, cont. 


The Tillicum Club in Tenakee Springs is the subject 
of what seems to be the most egregious spelling er- 
ror. Rather than Tillicum, you would have to hunt 
high and low to find the Tilliam Club in Tenakee! 
But wait, while the “correct” tokens say Tillicum, a 
photo of the club shows it as Tillikum Club! (see 
Feb. 2018). 


Douglas has a couple of error tokens. Both are brass, 
21mm, 6'4¢ tokens. I have to assume that they were 
probably made by the same stamping works. 


Emil Fischer’s tokens (B-16a) show him as Fisher. 
But then again, the newspapers seem to be flexible 
on the spelling also. An easy mistake to make. See 
April 2020, page 36. 


On one of the Hunter Hotel tokens (B-22alI]), it is 
shown as Hunte Hotel. Seems like someone was not 
paying attention! See April 2020, page 35. 


The die sinker must have had a favorite aunt or girl 
friend when he made the die for the Golden Eagle in 
Ester (B-1a) and it became Esther. See April 2019. 


What a difference one letter makes! 


Ross Sheakley became Ross Shakley on his pool hall 
token from Hoonah (B-4a). 


83 


William H. Gilmore became Wm. H. Gilmoure on 
this Admiral Saloon token from Ketchikan (B-2a). 


And George Hirshey became Hirchey on his Knik 
Pool Room token (B-1a). 


N.N. Co. (Northern Navigation Co.) token Str. 
Michael is believed to be for the Str. St. Michael. 


In Dawson, there are a couple of misspellings. 


And Davies and Frey should have been Davis and 
Frey (B-7a). 


An interesting piece is this token from Petersburg. 
The error is not a person’s name, but the business. It 
is inscribed S&N Inc., but no business name with 
these initials can be found. The discoverer of this 
token believes it was for the Sons of Norway lodge. 


DIE SINK Er ERRORS, cont. 


While it is not really 
an Alaska or Yukon 40 ~ 
token, it does say § 
Yukon. But that is 
not the problem. 
The Yukon Dogs, sounds appropriate, bt, Thee are 
two tokens from Everett, Washington - “The Yukon 
Doc’s” and “Doc’s The Yukon”! 


Nabesna is the accepted spelling, but the token is for 
the Nebesna Trading Co. (B-la). Dictionary of 
Alaska Place Names does not even offer Nebesna as 
an alternate spelling. LoC newspaper searches find 
114 Na and 39 Ne. Rather than a die sinker’s error, 
this was probably the preference of the merchant. (see 
page 86). 


And lastly, my favorite die sinker error (presumably). 
A lady from Tanana came into the store one day and 
presented this token to me. “Chalmquist’s”, Good 
for 25¢ in trade. If I did not know the provenance, I 
would strongly question this token. It is my belief 
that it was a die sinker’s error for Chanquist, substi- 
tuting the Im for the n. (0, p, q, 1, S....). See page 85 
for more information on Chanquist, and page 86 for 
a surprise! 


Know of any other die sinker errors? 


The Hunter Amusement Palace 


FINE POCKET BILLIARD TABLES 
First Class Cigars, Tobaccos and Cigarets 
Phone—Douglas 9 L. H. KEIST, Prop. 


Alaska Daily Empire, Feb. 14, 1913: More evidence 
that leads me to believe that Louis Keist’s bingle is 
still missing! 
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CLONINGER/SIMONS 


Here is a bit of information about two of our victims 
of sloppy die sinking. 


THOMAS CLONINGER 

Valdez Daily Prospector, Sept. 20, 1915 

Among the many interior people now in Valdez at- 
tending the term of the federal court few are better 
known than Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Cloninger of 
Chitina. Mr. Cloninger has been in Alaska for eigh- 
teen years and during that time has always occupied 
positions which brought him in touch with the trav- 
eling public. He has lived in most of the Alaskan 
coastal towns but for the past several years has con- 
ducted the Hotel Chitina, the leading hotel of the in- 
terior town. 


Mr. Cloninger is interested in many enterprises and 
in addition to managing the Hotel Chitina he is man- 
ager and guiding spirit of the Chitina-Tonsina Tele- 
phone Company, which is proving a great benefit to 
the business interests of the communities it serves. 


C.A. SIMONS 

Cordova Daily Times, Jan. 18, 1915. 

Latest reports as to the condition of C.A. Simons, 
our fellow townsman who froze his feet coming from 
Shushana, are that he must lose one foot and some 
toes on the other. A feeling of deep regret is over the 
town where he is very deservedly popular, and until 
the foot goes we are going to hope for the best. 


Seward Gateway, Jan. 20, 1915. 

A letter from McCarthy brings information that C.A. 
Simons, formerly of Chitina, who operates a store at 
Chisana, had been brought to Kennecott hospital by 
Geo. R. Goshaw for surgical treatment. Mr. Simons 
had both of his feet frozen while engaged in building 
a trail over the Skolai pass about a month ago. 


Cordova Daily Times, March 26, 1919. 
C.A. Simons arrived in McCarthy from Shushana and 
reports a perilous trip over Russell glacier. He had 
his face and hands frost bitten in a storm. 


Ed. Note: Really? Didn’t he learn anything from 
his 1915 experience! Also note the interchangeable 
uses of Chisana (pronounced Shushanna) and 
Shushanna. 


CHARLES CHANQUIST - esata 


Douglas Island News, Jan. 26, 1910 

Arthur E. Barney-the “Mukluk Kid”-has confessed 
to the killing of Chas. J. Smith and the shooting and 
wounding of Chas. Chanquist, at Ft. Gibbon on De- 
cember 16th. In a supplemental confession he impli- 
cates Tom Rockwell, a saloon keeper, who, he says, 
furnished and loaded the revolver with which the two 
men were shot. Rockwell and his wife have been ar- 
rested. 


The Daily Alaskan, Skagway, January 28, 1910 
Saloon Porter Shot Two Men 

A saloon swamper at Tanana named Barney, other- 
wise known as the “Mukluk Kid,” called two men to 
their doors and shot them down late last month. The 
first man shot was Charles W. Smith, a saloon pro- 
prietor who had made a deal with Barney to sell him 
the saloon, which was cancelled because Barney 
could not raise the money. He went to Smith’s house 
shortly after midnight, called Smith out and shot him 
dead. Then he went to the Grand hotel and called 
out the proprietor Charles Chanquist, and shot him, 
probably fatally. Barney is thought to be a dope fiend 
and mav be crazv. He was arrested. 
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C.J. Smith was proprietor of the Yukon Saloon. For- 
tunately, Chanquist did not die from being shot. 


In the first city election, Charles Chanquist was 


elected to the City Council, November, 1912. 
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Alaska Citizen, Jan. 19, 1914. 

Fires at Tanana 

The fire in the Grand hotel which is the largest hos- 
telry in Tanana, was started by an acetylene gas burner 
breaking and spreading the blaze about the room. 
Although the volunteer fire department responded 
promptly, the fire could not be gotten under control 
until three rooms had burned badly. The fire brigade 
from the army post rendered invaluable service, and 
much credit for saving the building is due them. 
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THE GRAND HOTEL : 


The Largest Hotel in Tanana 


ROOMS ALL STEAM HEATED 
Up to Date in Every Respect 


wares sat 


i The Finest of Dog Houses and Stables Operated in Gon- i 
neo Aton wih the Hotel i 


‘THE GRAND HOTEL BAR. 


Finest Line of Fancy Wines. 
Liquors and Cigars. 


PHARLES vale rr Proprietor 


Lata tons ALABKA 


Witiod ie Rs sAMRENS ae 


Cc 


os CE aS CHSC SAS my years awed 


Cemeones tam menciceme 


re 


Rim oe 2 PEN AG td ESE at Oe ea BE fe Oe 


The Alaska Citizen, Oct. 12, 1914, 
Tanana Special Terminal Edition. 


Charles Chanquist, the owner of the establishment, 
stated last evening that he would make the necessary 
repairs within as short a time as possible, and the 
hotel will not be closed at all. 


The Grand hotel is located about in the center of the 
business section of the town, and very close to the 
Northern Commercial company plant, and there was 
great fear that the town would be wiped out if the 
fire fighters lost control of the blaze. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, Oct. 12, 1914. 
Tanana Special Terminal Edition 


Charles Chanquist 

When it comes to being a booster for the Town of 
Tanana nobody is ahead of Charles Chanquist. A 
man of few words he “acts” instead of “talks” but is 
always to be found in the fore where there is any- 
thing doing toward the well being of any individual 
or of the municipality. 


Coming to Tanana in 1901 Mr. Chanquist engaged 
in the business of supplying wood for Ft. Gibbon. 
Later, realizing the possibilities of Tanana he began 
to invest his money in city property until at the present 
time he is one of the largest owners in the city, hav- 
ing holdings valued at many thousands of dollars. 
Mr. Chanquist has had many chances to sell his ex- 


CHARLES CHANQUIST - 


tensive holding at a good profit but showing further 
his faith in the permanency of the town, he has kept 
adding to his properties instead of selling any part of 
them. 


Mr. Chanquist conducts the Grand Hotel, one of the 
largest hostelries in Tanana. He built part of the es- 
tablishment in 1906 on ground acquired by him dur- 
ing his earlier years of residence in the city. He later 
made additions to the buildings until now, with all 
the most modern improvements, the hotel is consid- 
ered one of the best in the Yukon and Tanana valleys 
by the traveling public generally. 


Daily Alaskan, Skagway, Aug. 29, 1918. 

Among those from the interior who are waiting for a 
boat to carry them south is Mrs. Chanquist of Tanana. 
Mrs. Chanquist is the wife of the proprietor of the 
Hotel Grand of Tanana. Mr. Chanquist has resided 
in Tanana for almost twenty two years and has oper- 
ated the hotel for almost all of that time. He will 
follow Mrs. Chanquist on the last boat and bring their 
son, who is seventeen years of age and who was born 
in Tanana. 

FIR AS 248 28 2S 2g IS 2S 28 2S fe is 2S 2g 28 24g 2 IS 24g 2s 2 2k 24g 28 2A 2k 2g 2s 2S 24g 2s 2k 2s 2k 2k 2s 2k 2k 2 2k 2k 
Mr. Chanquist and his son, Sam, are on the passen- 
ger list of the Princess Sophia, which sank on Octo- 
ber 25/26, 1918. 
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Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, July 11, 1919. 
Mrs. Rose Chanquist arrived on the Jefferson from 
the Interior and is at the Gastineau. Mrs. Chanquist 
lost her husband and son in the Princess Sophia 
wreck. 


A NEBESNA TRADING POST 


While we can’t say this relates to the token... One of 
the 39 uses of Nebesna! 


Skagway, The Daily Alaskan, April 13, 1910. 

Important gold discoveries during the past year have 
resulted in the establishment of a trading post at the 
mouth of the Nebesna, a branch of the Tanana river. 
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TANANA, cont. 


ANOTHER CHALMQUIST! 


On June 30, we purchased a collection of Alaska to- 
kens. It contained a second Chalmquist. The owner 
was from Tanana, and had it marked Tanana. It is in 
wretched condition. We believe it is a die sinker er- 
ror for Chanquist. 


What makes this one a bit interesting is that it has 
been counterstamped “P”’. 


A similar “P” counterstamp can be seen on the A. 
Pinkiert token from Tanana (August 1997, page 55). 


Finding another Tanana token with a “P” counter- 
stamp pretty much locks Chalmquist in as a Tanana 
token. 


AUBREY PINKIERT 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, Oct. 12, 1914, 
Tanana Special Terminal Edition. 


Aubrey Pinkiert is Tanana’s youngest business man 
being still in his twenties. He is the owner of Pinkiert’s 
Trading Post and general mercantile establishment 
and although his place of business cannot be rated 
on a par with those of the larger concerns, he enjoys 
his share of the trade which comes to Tanana and is 
prospering. 


Mr. Pinkiert came North 10 years ago when he was 
but little more than a boy, and to Tanana three years 
ago. When he first came here he took a position with 
the N.C. company but decided that he would branch 
out and go into business for himself after working 
for that company for a short time. He has such confi- 
dence in the future of Tanana that as he expresses it 
he intends to “stay and grow up.” 


H & W DYEA - A CLEVER FABRICATION? 


“These tokens have always been in the “something 
doesn’t compute” category. The incongruity between 
the professional reverse and the amateur obverse is 
troublesome. The reverse die does not appear on any 
other Alaska token that Iam aware of. There are many 
similar dies...but they do not appear as early as the 
1890s” - Ron Benice. 


Recently I had the opportunity to examine several of 
these tokens, and an unlisted copper piece. 


All of the aluminum have the appearance of being 
sand blasted or being in acid, as a way to “age” them. 
They are also thinner than normal tokens. Further, 
the aluminum tokens are of inconsistent weight and 
diameter: 


Weight in grams Diameter in mm 
1.12 22.00 
1.13 21.61 
1.16 2179 
1.22 22.33 
1.22 22.51 
1.23 22.19 
1.25 22.04 
1.25 22.46 
1.27 22.18 


I sent scans of the tokens to Ron Benice, and he 
pointed out that there are three distinct obverse dies 
as noted below. 


Aluminum 1: A mark above the A, which appears to 
be a mis-punching of an A. 
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Aluminum 2: Lacking the mis-punching. Has a cir- 
cular mark in the center. 


Ron tracks five specimens of this token: 
Reported in the June 1987 issue of ATC&PN, 
variety indistinguishable. 


Reported in the August 1988 issue, maybe 
Aluminum 2, holed. 


Photo in his book, Aluminum 2 


Alaska Rare Coin Auction, Nov. 2002 ($560), 
Aluminum 2. 


eBay auction, sold for $595OB, July, 2007 
unknown variety. 


Of the nine specimens examined, (7) had the A de- 
fect, while (2) had the circle. 


When thinking about the lettering on the token, some- 
thing interesting becomes apparent. 


When I make a die for my gold tokens, I use reverse 
letter punches. These give a reverse image on the 
die so that when a token is made, the lettering is ori- 
ented normally. 


Reverse letter punches as it appears on the token. 


Remember, when making a die, you have to think 
backwards. 


Using normally oriented punches, made to label an 
item, it would read as the second illustration above. 


H& W DYEA, cont. 


But using normally oriented punches to make a die, 
only certain letters will work. 


Normal letter punches as it appears on the die. 


It just so happens that H, W, Y and A are the same on 
reversed and normal punches. And the D and E can 
be made to work by rotating them 180 degrees. 


Normal letter punches as it appears on the token. 


The problem arises with the ampersand. When 
punched into the die, it shows a normal orientation. 
It appears backwards on the token. 


Why is this important? It took some serious search- 
ing to find reverse letter punches. Normal letter 
punches can be found in any hardware store. 


CONCLUSIONS: 


The die was made with a normal set of letter punches, 
not reverse letter punches as would be used in mak- 
ing a die. 


Most coins and tokens are struck in a collar. This 
allows the metal to flow and fill the dies. These ap- 
pear to be struck without a collar. 


The weights and diameters are inconsistent. This 
could be caused by poor blanks. Or, more likely, 
treatment by sand blasting or an acid dip to give them 
an aged appearance. 


All this adds up to a “homemade” product. 
Your editor concludes that the maker of this token 
obtained a well made die to pair with his obverse to 


create a token whose only purpose was to deceive. 


My thanks to Ron Benice and Wade Moncrief for 
assistance with this article. 
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MULES 


Not the animal, but the improper pairing of dies. 


In 1972, the White Spot Cafe $1 in trade reverse was 
mis-matched with the San Mateo, Calif. Mainliner 
Coin Club obverse. Seems like the mules are more 
common than the White Spot Cafe! 


Seems fitting to mention these in this issue. 


KEE RE KRREKEKERERERRERREREERRKRERRERKEEEK 


TOKENS FOR SALE 


FAIRBANKS: Lath(r)op High School, JV 
Basketball, 1980-81, pewter 

DAWSON: Davies & Frey, 12'2¢, B-7a, 
corroded. 

ANCHORAGE: White Spot Cafe, brass, 
and White Spot Cafe Anchorage reverse 
muled with San Mateo, coppernickel and 
brass. 3 pcs. 

As above, but San Mateo/Anchorage only, 
coppernickel and brass, 2 pcs. 15.00 

All orders are now plus actual postage. Since we 

send most orders on approval, upon receipt, all 

you have to do is add the postage to your invoice. 


5.00 


100.00 


25.00 


CANDY WAUGAMAN ESTATE SALE 


The Candy Waugaman estate sale was held on Au- 
gust 21 and 22. Your editor was in attendance as the 
personal representative of the estate, and as a buyer. 
Sadly I was outbid on most items I was bidding on 
for resale (thanks Joe ;). I did manage to purchase a 
few items for the new house. 


The first item was a large bucket used to hoist gold 
bearing dirt in a drift mine on Babe Creek, a tribu- 
tary to Vault Creek about 30 miles north of Fairbanks. 
This was a compromise item as I really wanted the 
safe Candy had shipped in from Iditarod. It was a 
monster safe and took three tries to get it out of her 
basement! My wife said no to this, so it was easy to 
get her to say OK to the bucket! The art of negotiat- 
ing. It will be lawn art. 


The item that I was really after was a “folk art” frame. 
It states “Good Old Days In 40 Mile, N.C. Co., Xmas 
1901” and has the photo of a dog team in the center. 
Just way cool. 


Jim Robb had asked about an Alex McDonald gold 
poke. I had never seen it until I was previewing the 
auction, and it was in with 3 or 4 more gold pokes as 
a lot. I had the auctioneer sell it separately, and it 
brought $400. 


I also purchased a couple of lots to get just one item. 
Those items that I did not want were in our garage 
sale Sept 4-6. After the move to our new house, we 
just have too much stuff. But with much of that stuff 
gone from the garage, I should be able to melt gold 
and make tokens again! 


There were lots of gold scales, ranging from really 
nice to pretty bad. I did buy a couple of hand held 
gold scales. One is quite interesting, although in the 
really bad category. 
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This scale looks home made, except for the balance 

bar which is 5.75 inches long. The pans look like 

they were made from tin can lids, and they hang from 

thread. If you want a primitive gold scale, this is the 


gold scale for you. 
$35.00 


The second scale is much nicer, in a rusted oval metal 
case. The balance arm is 6.75 inches. Sorry, no 
weights. Not pretty, but nice scale for display pur- 
poses. 75.00 


RECENT PURCHASES 


BROOKS/LIVENGOOD 


B-3a Mahan and Gillis, 25¢, AU, 
stained reverse. 


CHATANIKA 


McGRATH 
B-3a McGrath Pool Hall, 25¢, VF with 
light corrosion. 325.00 


300.00 RUSSIAN RIVER 


B-3b Dempsey Hotel, 50¢, cleaned. 
Still available: 

B-3a Dempsey Hotel, 25¢, VF, corr. 
B-3c Dempsey Hotel, $1, VF, corr. 


FAIRBANKS 


Horseshoe Cigar Store encased Cent 


FLAT/IDITAROD 


B-la The Branch, Al Currie, 25¢, VF 


75.00 


150.00 
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B-la Henton’s Lodge, | drink, a few 
nicks and scratches. 100.00 


MOSQUITO FORK 


My “mint” is finally set up in the new house and 
garage, and I am back to making gold tokens. The 
first is from Mosquito Fork. 


Mosquito Fork is a major tributary to the South Fork 
of the Fortymile River. The first record of mining 
for placer gold on Mosquito Fork and upper South 
Fork was in 1905. Mosquito Fork has several placer 
gold-bearing tributaries, including Ingle Creek and 
Chicken Creek. 


The gold from which these tokens were made was 
assayed by General Refining Corp. at .872. 


I bought enough gold to make only 15 tokens, but 
hope to purchase more to get that number up to 20. 


The price of the gold token is $120. Silver die trials 
(about 1/10 oz.) are available for $5. 
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ALASKAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 


North of 60° ------- 


BERNERS BAY INDIAN LABOR TICKET 


While searching the internet for an image 
of the Red Onion restaurant meal check from 
Canyon City, I came across the Clarence L. 
Andrews papers on “Vilda,” the online cata- 
logue of the archives at the University of 
Alaska. Most of the paper items in the June 
issue, “Tokens of the Chilkoot Trail” are 
from that source. 


One item that did not relate to the Chilkoot Trail was not revealed at the time. This was an 
Indian Labor ticket from Berners Bay Mining & Milling Co. It is black on green (perhaps 
faded), approximately 75mm by 29mm. It is valid “when indorsed,” and is signed by Willis E. 
Nowell as Supr. (superintendent). 


In my mind, this is a major discovery in Alaska numismatics that was hiding in plain sight! 
One just had to get lucky and find it in the archives. How many other items of numismatic 
interest are hiding in various archives in Alaska? 


One can only assume that Indian labor was paid with these tickets instead of cash. Perhaps it 
was redeemable for cash, or only good in exchange at a company store. Presumably the Indian 
labor was at a lower rate than “white” labor. These are all assumptions, but assuming the worst 
for the times, probably correct. 


The Nowells were involved in the development of the Berner’s Bay region from the late 1880s. 
It appears from news items, the Nowells had financial difficulties and were always trying to 
secure funding for their projects. Problems were evident as early as 1901. 


The Nowells financial problems lead to a court proceeding. An interesting aspect of this court 
proceeding was that Judge Gunnison of the Ist Division recused himself because the plaintiffs 
accused him of bias. He was replaced by Judge Wickersham (of Fairbanks). This worked out 
because Wickersham had some problems with Dome Creek cases, and the two judges traded 
benches. Wickersham ruled against the Nowells in 1907. But that was not the end of it. 


The United States 9th Circuit Court of Appeals final ruling was issued on April 5, 1909. Nowell 
companies included in this suit include: Berner’s Bay Mining & Milling Co., Seward Gold 
Mining Co., Ophir Gold Mining Co., Northern Belle Gold Mining Co., Nowell Mining and 
Milling Co., and the Alaska Nowell Gold Mining Co. 


The transcript of these proceedings list Indian Labor tickets for Berner’s Bay Mining & Mill- 
ing, Seward Gold Mining Co., and Northern Belle Gold Mining Co. Presumably, the other 
companies involved also used Indian Labor tickets. 


Daily Alaskan, Skagway, Jan. 22, 1910 

Within a few days, Jan. 25th is the exact date, the rich quartz properties of the Berner’s Bay 
Mining and Milling company at Seward City will be sold to the highest bidder by the United 
States Marshal at Juneau. For years this property has been tied up by litigation and has lain 
idle. 


Daily Alaskan, Skagway, Jan. 26, 1910. 
BERNER’S BAY MINES SOLD 
Word comes to Skagway that Bart Thane, Superintendent of the Eagle River mines, yesterday 


continued on page 93 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


I planned the article on Berner’s Bay months ago. I 
had over 6 pages typed quoting articles from news- 
papers found on the LoC. After looking at that, I 
decided that it was TMI, and I condensed it to about 
a page and half that is much more readable. You’re 
welcome! 


The Berner’s Bay Indian Labor ticket was a signifi- 
cant find. Likewise, the report of a “ticket” used by 
Jack Dalton is important. Both give us insight into 
the financial transactions of the day. 


I like it when things just kind of tie together. Nowell 
of Berner’s Bay knew Jack Dalton and Jack Dalton 
knew Tim Vogel. And a reference to canneries not 
paying Indian labor in good money just kept the con- 
nections going. 


Every now and again we purchase items in bulk. For- 
tunately not 100s, but more than 10 or 20. Well, 1000s 
one time - can you guess which one? These can be 
found on pages 101 to 104. While the holidays are 
still a ways away, these would be great stocking 
stuffers. No more “mom always liked you best” as 
Tommie Smothers used to say.* You can give every- 
one the same thing. 


All subscriptions are now due. I will be sending sub- 
scription blanks to all subscribers, including those 
who receive this by email. Please use the subscrip- 
tion blank so that I can have a paper record. 


If you decide to not subscribe, I would like to thank 
you for your past support and hope that we can be of 
service in the future. 


As is our practice at the end of each year, we like to 
acknowledge and thank those who have contributed 
information. I apologize if I missed anyone. In or- 
der of appearance this year they are: 


JW Terrill 
David Phillips 
Dave Kiffer 
Ron Benice 


J.D. Williams 

Kaye Dethridge 
Tony Chibbaro 
Wade Moncrief 


It is my hope that in our 42nd year, this list will be 
longer. 


* Sadly, most of our subscribers are old enough to 
remember the Smothers Brothers Show. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, DD Club, 12'4¢, B-15allI 13.51 
Port Alexander, T.J. Jacobsen, $1, B-4b 22.72 
Sitka, R. Witz, 5¢, B-17a 26.55 
Skagway, J.F. Anderson, 6'4¢, B-la 7.580B 
Skagway, McCreedy & Elliott, $5, B-16f 10.55 
A.Y.P.E., encaced cent, round 24.51 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did 
Not Sell; FTR= see For the Record. 


THE oe a ciees 


Not a bad name. 
Most men and la- 
dies who partici- 
pated in the great 
Klondike and 
Alaska gold rush 
stayed no longer 
than three days to three years. BUT! 


They spent the rest of their lives talking (embellish- 
ing?) about their experiences. After all, they belonged 
to a special club - those who had been there! 


Many, after their return opened businesses with gold 
rush names and themes. So much so that their tokens 
appear to be from Dawson or Alaska. This one is from 
Indiana. A knowledgeable Alaskan token collector 
would know this token was not from the Klondike at 
first glance. Do you know how? See page 100 for the 
answer. 

JW Terrill 
a ee a ce ee ae 
Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 
Editor - Dick Hanscom 
Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 
Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 
Dawson Correspondent - Vic Tubman 
Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 
Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 


BERNER’S BAY, cont. 


purchased the Berner’ Bay Mining and Milling 
company’s property for $800,000 at the U.S. 
Marshal’: sale at Juneau. 


Mr. Thane is backed by the Mallorys, of the Mallory 
Steamship company of New York, and he will put a 
big crew of men to work at the mines. 


The mines are of known richness but they have been 
tied up by litigation and have lain idle for years. The 
working of the mines will rehabilitate Seward City 
and greatly benefit Juneau, Haines and Skagway. 


Certificates from some of the Nowell companies can 
be found on page 94. One confusing aspect of these 
certificates is that some say “Mines at Seward, 
Alaska.” The settlement around the mines at Berner’s 
Bay was known as “Seward City.” In 1904, when 
the terminus of the Alaska Central Railroad was es- 
tablished on the Kenai peninsula, the town was named 
Seward. Seward City was then renamed “Nowell 
City,” but the name did not seem to stick. In the 
1910 Marshal’s sale of properties at Berner’s Bay, it 
is still referred to as Seward City. Dictionary of 
Alaska Place Names by Orth identifies this location 
as “Comet,” and it can be found on USGS maps. 


The Berner’s Bay region has been explored and mined 
since the late 1880s. A newspaper report from April 
25, 1902 states, “The first operations for this season 
on the Nowell properties starts this month on the 
Kensington group, at Berner’s Bay.” 


Daily Alaskan, Skagway Sept. 7, 1911. 

WORK WILL SOON BE UNDERWAY 

Paul Frick, foreman at the Kensington mine at Seward 
City...says that within a month actual mining will 
commence, and that a big crew will be worked 
steadily the year around. 


“Historically, development and ore production oc- 
curred at the Kensington mine site from 1897 through 
1938.” (dnr.alaska.gov) 


Coeur d’ Alene Mines entered into a joint venture with 
Echo Bay Mines in 1987. As Coeur-Alaska, they 
gained control of the mine in 1995. In 2019, they 
produced 127,914 troy ounces of gold. 
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NOWELL CONNECTION 


This ad ran in nearly 
every issue from 1905 
to January, 1913 in the 
Daily Alaskan, the 
Skagway newspaper i 
(this add from March  « 


@ 

€ 

°). gSLECTRIC LIGHTED STEAM 
. HEATED STEAMER 


Georgia 


JUNEAU 8.58. CO’S, | 


10, 1908). Willis 4 
“Carrying U.S. Matt 

Nowell was the man- | For Haines, "Berners| Bay, Juseau, 

ager, while W.W. Hoons, Tenakee, Sitka and Wayports 


Bough-ton (B-5) was 
the Skagway agent. 


————— SAL ——— ze 


MARCH 3, 9, 165, 
' 21,27 


WILLIS NOWELL,| Mgr. Juneau — fa 


The Juneau S.S. Co.’s 
W. W. BOUGHTON, Agent 


ship Georgia serviced Broadway and Filth Ave, Phone 00 4 
Skagway, Haines, : eat EE 
Berners Bay, Ju- 
neau, Hoona(h), 
Tenakee, Sitka and 
Wayports. 


meres 


The Juneau Steam- 
ship Company 
went out of busi- 
ness May 9, 1916 
after losing the 
mail contract. 


SPEAKING OF INDIAN LABOR 
Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, June 25, 1910. 
FIRE THE FISH TRUST 


...the canneries cheat the government out of taxes 
every year; they employ almost exclusively Orien- 
tals; they do not benefit the territory in any essen- 
tial, and after robbing the government of just taxes 
they mistreat its wards, not only debauching and 
spreading diseases among them, but robbing them of 
their labor. Isn tit about time self-respecting people 
of Alaska raised their voices against such wrongs? 
Is the press doing its duty to know of these things 
and remain silent? One of the first necessary steps 
is to force the canneries to pay for Indian labor in 
good money. (from the Cordova North Star). 


This is an obvious reference to the tokens used in the 
canneries. See also page 224 of Tinnah & Seal Skins, 
Gold Dust & Bingles, “Token Use by Traders Sets 
off Probe, Authorities Charge Natives Being 
Fleeced.” 


NOWELL COMPANY STOCK CERTIFICATES 


ORGANIZED UNDER THE LAWS OF THE tiaiaaa © 
er ers 
—— — Sati at Lharetof helipad” 
Berner’s Bay MINING AND MILLING CoMPANY. trunifvalteonty 
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he inidersement ant jurrendet oh Mis ertilaniee the Company 
DMitnessMheteeh the sacd lompaniyphas caused this leificaio tottisealed and ug 
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STATE OF MAINE 


GTZ. / 
4 Yes Cowlifies Wel 
BN 8 hy cverier of 
A Alok of lhe 


Treasurer Pmsident 


P PHASE NON ASSESSABLE. 


Berner’s Bay Mining & Milling Com- 


pany 
Origin: ME 
Color, front: 
Color, back: 
Cap/Shares: Capital Stock- 25,000 shares @ $100 per 
share 

Vignette: None 

Size, MM: 

Printer: Brooks Bank Note Co., Boston 

Other Information: 

Source: 

Price Realized: 


Date: 18xx (unissued) 


SHARES 50€ 


NUMBER 
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Northern Belle Gold Mining Com- 
pany 
Origin: ME Date: 1897/1898 


Color, front: Violet with pale orange underprint 

Color, back: Black 

Cap/Shares: Capital Stock $5,000,000 @ $10 per share 
Vignette: none 

Size, MM: 259 x 172 

Printer: T. Groom & Co., Stationers, Boston 

Other Information: “Mines at Seward, Alaska” 


NON- ASSESSABLE. 


cl 
m4 
4 
i 
< 
e 
>) 
rt 


i a 
Sarat nputal Merkel the 
Mining, Conmpanny; 
poaryylyllhetelede Hivitf cn fits a 
ipunlé A 
Goritind Mnf 


Fewitent, 


LOKOorns 


Pictasutet: 


Seward Gold Mining Company 
Origin: ME Date: unissued 
Color, front: Green 

Color, back: 

Cap/Shares: Capital Stock $5,000,000 @ $10 per share 
Vignette: None 

Size, MM:259 x 175 

Printer: T. Groom & Co., Stationers, Boston 
Other Information: Mines at Seward 

Source: 

Price Realized: 
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The Nowell Gold Mining Company 
Origin: ME Date: 1886/1886 
Color, front: Violet with pale orange underprint 
Color, back:Black 

Cap/Shares: Capital Stock $2,500,000 @ $100 per 
share 

Vignette: none 

Size, MM: 265 x 180 

Printer: T. Groom & Co., Stationers, Boston 

Other Information: “Mines at Silver Bow Basin and 
Sheep Creek, Alaska” 


Alaska & Yukon Stocks and Bonds by Dick Hanscom can be found on page 106 
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THE DALTON TRAIL 


Not as famous as the Chilkoot or White Pass Trails, 
the Dalton Trail was an alternative route starting in 
Haines, Alaska and crossing over the Chilkat Pass. 
The Dalton trail was established by Jack Dalton, us- 
ing existing native American trails as a foundation. 


“Dalton’s Gold Rush Trail” by Michael Gates is a 
fascinating read, giving insight into the man and the 
trail. 


I read books like this because I like history, but also 
because I am looking for that one, maybe unknown, 
numismatic tidbit. And I found it on page 92: 


At Dalton House, Dalton’s trading post, “Dalton was 
greeted enthusiastically by all the villagers. The 
crowd implored him to trade with them for their furs, 
so he set aside his plan to depart immediately with 
the cattle herd and negotiated for furs, demonstrat- 
ing yet again his willingness as a businessman. In 
exchange for their furs, Dalton gave the village people 
colored tickets of different values, and they quickly 
redeemed these in his store. According to Jimmy 
Kane, a Native man who was young at the time, “we 
use tickets...We never see cash. I think one dollar is 
yellow, fifty cents, red, ‘two bits’, blue, ‘six bits’ was 
kind of green, no ten cents. Two bits was the lowest 
money.'°”” Mr. Gates foot note refers to Catherine 
McClellan, “My Old People’s Stories: A legacy for 
Yukon First Nations.” 


Dalton appears to have followed the practice of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company and other traders in north- 
erm British Columbia by using card or paper tokens. 
Sadly, paper and cardboard tokens are very fragile 
and do not survive well. No examples of these are 
known. 


Daily Morning Alaskan, Skagway, Jan 19, 1900. 

In addition to carrying on an extensive mining busi- 
ness and being the active manager of the Jack Dalton 
Transportation Company, Mr. Dalton conducts an 
extensive trading business. He maintains a trading 
post 125 miles from Haines on the Dalton trail, known 
as Dalton ’s Post, where he has a large trade with the 
Indians. All kinds of supplies are kept there for sale, 
and he purchases from the Indians great quantities 
of furs every year, including mink, marten, bear, ot- 
ter, beaver, fisher and three kinds of fox pelts. 


The name Nowell is mentioned twice in the book, 
once as “Fred Nowell,” a partner in the Dalton Trail 
Company. If you don’t recognize this name, read the 
lead article on Berner’s Bay again! 


John Lindsay had a long friendship with Jack Dalton, 
from days as watchman at a Chilkat cannery, to the 
gold rush at Porcupine, where Dalton had a hotel that 
was run by Lindsay (See Haines B-10 and B-11). 
Dalton also had a substantial store and warehouse in 
Porcupine. In 1901, Lindsay expanded the hotel to 
include card rooms and a bar. 


Daily Alaskan, Skagway, Sept. 16, 1904. 

The new hotel building being erected by the Porcu- 
pine Trading Company to be occupied by Jack Lind- 
say, is receiving a coat of paint. It will be ready for 
occupancy in a short time. 


Daily Alaskan, Skagway, Dec. 4, 1904. 

Haines now has one of the finest hotels in the north, 
the Hotel Lindsay, recently opened to the public. The 
building is three stories high, contains all conve- 
niences of a modern hostelry, and is second to none 
in the north in it appointments. It is well furnished, 
contains a commodious office, parlors, dining room 
and bar. 


The Lindsay has followed the plan of the modern 
metropolitan hotels and place the dining room on the 
top floor. It is well lighted and so arranged as to give 
those who occupy it a view of the mountainous coun- 
try surrounding it that is both beautiful and sublime. 


Jack Lindsay, long of the Porcupine hotel, is the pro- 
prietor and manager of the Hotel Lindsay, and Mrs. 
Lindsay has charge of the dining room. 


And Dalton had a run in with Tim Vogel (Haines B- 
5), who was warned to not sell alcohol to workers on 
Dalton’s mining claims. Vogel sold liquor to the work- 
ers, and Dalton gave him a severe beating. See the 
next page for more information on Tim Vogel. 
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TIM VOGEL 


Tim Vogel was reportedly a member of Soapy Smith’s 
gang in Skagway. He is mentioned one time in 
“Dalton’s Gold Rush Trail” by Michael Gates. He 
also turns up numerous times in the Library of Con- 
gress newspaper archive. 


Vogel was active in the saloon business in Haines, 
but he also had his hand in mining, roadhouses and 
general merchandise in the Porcupine mining district. 


Douglas Island News, Feb. 6, 1901. 

Tim Vogel of Haines, who owns and operates prop- 
erty in the Porcupine, has just received a shipment 
of 15 tons of supplies and six head of horses for that 
camp. 


Douglas Island News, Feb. 13, 1901. 
Tim Vogel is putting in an electric call bell system in 
his hotel at Haines. 


The Daily Alaskan, Skagway, April 8, 1904. 
George Vogel was acquitted by a jury this morning 
of maintaining a nuisance at Haines. Tim Vogel, who 
was indicted with George Vogel, is in the states visit- 
ing and has not been apprehended. 


The Daily Alaskan, Skagway, April 29, 1907. 
Tim Vogel has purchased the interest of his brother, 
George Vogel, in the Haines saloon business and is 
now the proprietor of the establishment. 


The Daily Alaskan, Skagway, June 12, 1908. 

Tim Vogel has remodeled his building in an up-to- 
date style and built an awning and sidewalk around 
the front that is certainly a credit to him and the town. 


The Daily Alaskan, Skagway, Nov. 19, 1909. 

Tim Vogel has purchased the Wells roadhouse from 
William Orenshaw, who recently left for Juneau. The 
death of Quentin Orenshaw caused his father to dis- 
pose of his interest. He was unable to remain so near 
the scene of the sad tragedy - Haines Pioneer Press. 
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The Daily Alaskan, Skagway, Sept. 25, 1913. 
Haines Ships Rutabagas to Market at Seattle. 
Haines, Sept. 24 - What the country around Haines 
is capable of producing was demonstrated Monday 
when Tim Vogel shipped one hundred sacks of ruta- 
bagas to a firm in Seattle on the steamship Humboldt. 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, July 30, 1914. 

Tim Vogel, R.H. Ferry, E.D. Wood, Steve Ragan, Tim 
Creedon and W-.B. Stout will be passengers on the 
Humboldt this evening for Juneau to attend court as 
witnesses in the matter of the saloon licence of Tim 
Vogel against the issuance of which protest has been 
made. 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, July 31, 1914. 
TWO GET LICENSES; TIM VOGEL’S HELD UP 
Judge R.W. Jennings at a night session of the district 
court held last night listened to the protests against 
and considered the applications for certain saloon 
licenses. C.M. Leines of Petersburg, and C.W. 
Hockett of Haines were each granted their respec- 
tive license to conduct saloons in their respective 
towns. The protest against granting Tim Vogel of 
Haines a license was heard and the matter taken 
under advisement. 


The Daily Alaskan, Skagway, Oct. 5, 1914. 
Frank Heller and wife, late of Seattle have arrived 
in Haines and have taken charge of the barber shop 
belonging to Tim Vogel. 


TIM VOGEL, cont. 


The Daily Alaskan, Skagway, Aug. 2, 1915. 

In the matter of the Haines saloon licenses, Tim Vogel 
and GW. Morrison had theirs granted and signed, 
while those of C.W. Hocket and the Brie Co., were 
continued over until 2p.m. Wednesday. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, Jan. 29, 1917. 

Seattle, Jan. 27 - It is unauthoritatively understood 
that the names of Peter Carlson and the Juneau Li- 
quor Company, Tim Vogel of Haines, and John Am- 
ber of Petersburg, all Alaskans, have been promi- 
nently mentioned in the big liquor probe now being 
made by the federal grand jury. No indictments, how- 
ever, have yet been returned against them, although 
it is learned that they were supposed to be the con- 
signees of the liquor which shipped from San Fran- 
cisco for reshipment here, and was kept here instead 
of being forwarded to its various supposed destina- 
tions. Whether or not these men are criminally guilty, 
in its opinion, has not yet been decided by the grand 
jury, as nearly as can be ascertained. 


The Daily Alaskan, March 5, 1917. 
Tim Vogel has had his cannery site surveyed at the 
site formerly occupied by the A.F-U. Co. 


Tim Vogel is hauling freight for the Glacier Mining 
Co., a new company who purchased some mining 
property from Mr. Samsel, who has spent the last two 
summers in the Porcupine country. 


The Daily Alaskan, Skagway, Dec. 6, 1917. 

Tim Vogel has sold his barber shop building to J.H. 
Chisel, and said Frank Heller has moved his barber 
shop to the Hotel Northern. 


“Hit ae y 
Daily Alaskan Empire, Juneau, May 17, 1920. 
W.R. Smith, nephew of Tim and George Vogel at 


Haines, has arrived at Haines and taken a position 
with Tim Vogel. 


The Daily Alaskan, Skagway, Dec. 17, 1921. 

Tim Vogel, head of the Vogel cannery at Haines, is in 
Seattle, returning north to spend the winter mining 
in the Porcupine section. 


HOISTED ON MY OWN 
PETARD! 


Last month we looked at what we believe to be a 
fraudulent Dyea token, exposed by an improperly 
oriented ampersand (&). 


Recently, I ordered some punches for my dies, and 
all was good, until... 


The moose and penguin punches work just fine, as 
orientation is not a concern. However, the same can- 
not be said for the map of Alaska punch :( as you 
can see below. 


I was just so excited to find an Alaska GER 
map punch I did not “think backwards” ae iy 


as required when making a die. wi 


NO GRUB CREEK 


It is that time of year when the 
miners are doing their cleanups 
and bringing in gold. 


No Grub Creek is a tributary to 

the Salcha River in the 
Richardson Mining District. 
Gold was first discovered in the Salcha River region 
in 1905. No Grub was reported as a major producer 
through 1915. 


Because my “Native Gold” die was damaged, I made 
a new, similar one. 


The GRC assay was .847. I made 19 gold tokens 
and they are $120 each. Silver die trials are $5. 
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BANARSI & ASHA LAL 


It takes more than love to keep a couple together for 
50 or 60 years. The couple must marry young, and 
then have a long life together. 


We recently purchased some items that commemo- 
rate such a long union. 


When Banarsi Lal passed away in December 2018, 
he was just a couple months shy of his 63rd wedding 
anniversary to Asha. 


Banarsi was born in Varanasi, India in 1932. He came 
to Fairbanks in 1972. He began work with the 
Fairbanks Native Association in 1975 as a social 
worker, responsible for creating and launching sev- 
eral innovative programs addressing addiction issues. 
In 2000, he retired as Director of Behavioral Health 
Sciences at FNA. 


To read about an incredible life, go to: 
www.blanchardfamilyfuneralhome.com/obituary/ 
Banarsi-Lal. 


For their 50th anniversary, Asha and Banarsi had ster- 
ling silver ingots weighing 10 grams as tokens for 
their guests. 


60th 
Wedding 
Anniversary 


- February 25th’, 
a 2016 


For their 60th anniversary, they had pure silver discs 
laser etched (about 10 grams). I just noticed that 
Banarsi is mis-spelled on this one! Sadly, I know how 
that happens. 


The total weight for the pair is .64 troy ounces, ASW 
a little less. We just could not put these in the melt- 
ing pot. Seven sets available. First to order gets a 
bonus. For the pair, $25 plus actual postage. 
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ALEXANDER PIHL 


SITKA B-10 

Daily Alaskan, Skagway, March 5, 1907. 

May Weds December 

Sitka March 4 - Alexander Pihl and Miss Polly 
Bolshanin were married here Saturday afternoon by 
United States Commissioner Edward deGroff. The 
groom was 66 years of age while the bride was 23 
years of age. 


Douglas Island News, March 20, 1907. 

Sitka has had a sensation. Alex Pihl, aged 66, was 
married to Miss Polly Bolshanin, age 23, on March 
2d. 


Daily Alaskan, Skagway, September 2, 1908. 
Captain’s Wife is Drowned. 

Sitka, Sept. 2 - Mrs. Pihl, wife of Captain Pihl of the 
steamer B, fell overboard yesterday from the steamer 
and was drowned. The body sank and has not been 
recovered. Captain and Mrs. Pihl were married only 
last year. 


NENANA BUSINESS IN 
NEW HANDS 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, Sept. 24, 1917 


By a deal consummated yesterday, Mrs. Maude 
Bishop disposed of the Terminal Cigar Store and Pool 
Room at Nenana to Mr. and Mrs. Walter Cline. The 
business was established by Mrs. Bishop in the early 
days of Nenana, and since that time has grown to 
considerable proportions. It includes a number of 
rooms over the store. 


MIONEY TO oe 
BURN alg) 


ONE wr 
by David Phillips 


CRIMSON DOVE INN WOODS 


The token could be one of two issues: Dove outlined, 
2,500 of which were purchased in 2014. These are 
red on one side and blue on the other; or a solid Dove 
(2,000 purchased in 2019). These are blue on both 


( 


Gai MSON ny oe Ss 


The Crimson Dove Inn is an historical gaming group, 
with its own tent within the overall entity of The 3 
Barons Renaissance Fair. This Fair is held in An- " —— 
chorage on the first weekend in June each year (al- 
though cancelled in 2020 due to Covid 19). 


Ifa player does not win, he/she receives a token, such 
as above, but with a small hole drilled through it, and 
which token is threaded on a string. These holed 
tokens are included in the numbers above. 


The holed tokens have no value, but may be saved as 
a souvenir, or traded up for prizes - candy or toys, or 
five holed tokens for a key chain. 


My sincere thanks to Jon Lang (aka Bearded Jon) for 
his willingness to answer my incessant questions. 
Truly appreciated. 


The Crimson Dove group teaches historical games 
(cards, dice and board) from 1650 and older. 


Wooden tokens are purchased for $2.00 each and used 
to “buy” into the games. If a player wins, he/she gets 
a token returned for a free play. 
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W.W. BOUGHTON 


W.W. Boughton was the Skagway agent for the Ju- 
neau Steam Ship Co., of which Willis Nowell was 
the manager. 


Boughton was in the saloon business in Skagway as 
a partner in the Idaho Saloon (B-14). 


Daily Morning Alaskan, Skagway, Mar. 21, 1903. 
ALASKAN CHOWDER 

The Idaho Saloon has received a large shipment of 
Alaskan clams from Elmer Lindquist, at Hoonah. 
Charley Walker, the clam chowder expert, has taken 
the bivalves in charge and he will serve them free 


tonight, commencing at 7 o’clock, to the patrons of 
the Idaho. 


Daily Alaskan, Skagway, March 28, 1905. 

Notice of Dissolution of Partnership 

Notice is hereby given, that the partnership between 
W.W. Boughton, and Joseph G Smith, proprietors of 
the Idaho Saloon, in the Town of Skagway, Alaska, is 
dissolved by mutual consent. 


Boughton then went on to run a cigar store and cir- 
culating library (B-S5). 


tial TFROG 


teeg You've Got [0 Cents 


W. W. Baca 


sHALER IN 


es Tobacco, 

Smokers’ Articles, 

Stationery and Fish- 
ing Tackle 


ee 
LARGE CIRCULATING LIBRARY 
INCLUDING LATEST COPY- 
RIGHTED BOOKS 
MAGAZINES, NEWSPAPERS AND 
OTHER PERIODICALS 


Daily Alaskan, Skagway, Aug. 27, 1908. 


OCT. 17, 2020 AUCTION 


Lot Price Realized 
275 Bethel tokens 25 
276 Chatanika token 45* 
277 Chisana token 25* 
278 Cleary token 30* 
279 Fairbanks tokens 35* 
280 Kobuk tokens 25 
281 Seward token 25 
282 Tanana token 68 
283 Tonsina token 40* 
284 Alaska $1 tokens 28* 
285 (20) Fairbanks Trade Dollars 55* 
286 AK & HI Official medals 550* 
287 Oxford/Alaska silver bar 35* 
288 AK Railroad gold medal 2,900* 
289 State of AK fractional medals 150* 
290 (6) Iditarod Race Champ medals 180* 
291 1994 AK RR medal 60* 
292 (3) Iditarod medals 88 
293 (2) Iditarod medals 70 
294 Joe Vogler medal 5/* 
295 100 Different AK medals 60* 
296 99 Different AK woods 100* 
297 First Nat’] Bank Bank 100* 
298 KUAC sterling pin 40* 
299 Advertising pens 10* 
300 10kt Gold Panner tie tack 118 


All bids were “mail bids” * = bid reduction 
Total bid reductions on Alaska lots: $809 


JOE ANICICH 


Alaskan Daily Empire, Juneau, July 6, 1918. 

Joe Anicich, a well known old-time saloon man of 
Tanana, and commonly known as “Austrian Joe,” has 
been arrested at the Yukon River town for selling li- 
quor to a soldier. It is understood that the trial was 
held last Saturday and that the saloon man was con- 
victed. 


Ed. Note. Anicich was in Rampart (B-1a) and then 
moved to Tanana. Alaska went “dry” on Jan. 1, 1918. 
Answer: 5¢ tokens were unknown during the 
Klondike and early Alaska gold rushes. 
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ALASKA-CANADA 1867 


The year of 1867 was impor- 
tant to both Alaska and - 
Canada. Alaska was pur- 
chased from Russia and the 
British North America Act 
creating the Dominion of 
Canada was enacted. 


features portraits of William ecigees 


H. Seward and Sir John A. 
MacDonald. Both were in- 
strumental in the achieve- 
ment of these acts in their 
respective countries. 


The obverse of this medal | 


The reverse features a map 
of Alaska and Canada, not- 
ing the centennial of both 
events. 


The medal is accompanied 

by a brochure describing 

both men and the events. It 

is littered with numerous ty- 

pographical and other errors 

(with which your editor is all too familiar), and they 
are still in the original packaging. It states that the 
medal is made of “Silver Nickel.” Usually, it is re- 
ferred to as “nickel silver,” when in fact it is a cop- 
per-nickel alloy. 


These were made for the United States Coinage Corp. 
of Medford, Mass. They are part of a series of med- 
als, noted on the inside cover of the brochure “Col- 
lect Silver Nickel “Dollar” Medals of Every State.” 


This is just one of over 100 medals issued to cel- 
ebrate the Purchase Centennial, but one of the few 
that originated outside of Alaska. 


* SILVER NICKEL 


OBVERSE (HEADS) RE 


First Premier, Dominion of 
Canada, Sir John A. MacDonald 
Sec. of State, Wm. Seward, 
led the purchase of Alaska. 


ALASKA-CANADA CENTENNIAL 
“DOLLAR” MEDAL 


2c (TAILS) 


Map of Canada and Alaska. 
Centennial 1867-1967. 


We have purchased a quantity of these and can offer 
them as follows: 

$4 each 5 for $15 10 for $20 
Similar “dollar” medals for New York, Califor- 
nia and Texas available for $2 each 


Many items are only one in stock. Please email or 
call to order to avoid disappointment. 


All orders are now plus actual postage. Since we 
send most orders on approval, upon receipt, all 
you have to do is add the postage to your invoice. 
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50 YEARS OF STATEHOOD ~— BOARD OF TRADE 
: ENCASED CENTS 


ALASKA 


50 YEARS OF | 
STATEHOOD 


We have purchased a bag of these encased cents. 
These are all mint state, with the cents starting to 
tone. The original “ball-chain” key holder is included. 
We can offer these as follows: 


$3 each 5 for $10 10 for $15 


ALASKA OVERLAND 


Anice brass medal that is now 11 years old. In origi- 
nal packaging. 
$5 each 3 for $10 


PENNY’ S C AFE, SEWARD A hundred years ago, about 1980, Walt Conant came 


into the store. Walt ran the private bus service that 
ran from downtown to the University before the bor- 
ough put him out of business with the publicly over- 
funded borough bus system. He asked if I was inter- 
ested in buying some tokens. These are still avail- 
able. 

$1 each 10 for $5 20 for $8 


All orders are now plus actual postage. Since we 
We offered these in the May issue. Let’s try again! send most orders on approval, upon receipt, all 
$1 each 10 for $5 Special - 100 for $25 you have to do is add the postage to your invoice. 
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AVIATION PIONEERS DOG MUSHERS 


From 1972 until 1981, the Fairbanks Coin Club is- Also as part of the Fairbanks Coin Club “Alaskan 
sued “Alaskan Pioneer” medals. In 1975 and 1976, Pioneer” medal series, two dog mushers were hon- 
they honored two pioneers of Alaska aviation. ored. 


The 1975 medal honored Noel Wien. An early avia- The 1978 medal honored Leonard Seppala. He was 
tion pioneer, he grew his business into Wien Airlines. part of the serum run to Nome in 1925, and he par- 
ticipated in the 1932 Winter Olympics. 


Bob Reeve (sadly we mis-spelled the name on the 

medal), honored on the 1976 medal, was the founder The 1981 medal honored Jeff Studdert. He is cred- 

of Reeve Aleutian Airways. ited with doing much to make dog mushing a living 
sport. 


These medals are offered in sets of sterling silver (about .88 oz., .80 ASW) and bronze. These are priced at 


$30 per set, single bronze for $5, plus actual postage. 
YES, VIRGINIA... 


There is a five troy ounce silver quarter! 


Beginning in 2010, the 
United States Mint 
started issuing “Amer- 
ica the Beautiful” quar- 
ter dollars. 


Deciding that they 
wanted a five ounce bul- 
lion coin, they just cop- 
ied the design of the quarters, right down to the de- 
nomination. Purity and weight are on the edge. 


A great “flipping” coin! $225 plus actual postage. 


103 


AUTHENTIC ALASKAN GOLD NUGGETS 


That’s what the holder says. We say smaller than flake, 
bigger than dust! The particles of natural, raw gold in 
this holder is course and rough. Not well worn like most 
placer gold. This really is unlike any of the gold I have 
purchased to make gold tokens. If I knew where the gold 
was from, I would open all the holders, melt the gold 
and make tokens. 


We purchased these from the estate of a man who worked 
at Clear A.F.S. The gold in these holders match the 
gold that is glued in the pan of the “Discovery of Gold” 
medals offered on page “C” of the August issue. 


We took one of these apart to weight the gold and it 
weighs about 16 grains (2/3 DWT, .0333 troy ounce). 
The gold is spread out in the holder. When vertical, it 
fills about the bottom 4 of the opening. 


The holders are a Capital Plastics type holder, with two clear pieces and a black center piece that holds the 
gold. We would guess that the holder would cost at least $15 to manufacture today. 


Here is the gift that says “Mom likes you best,” if that is your desire! Or you can buy several and treat 
everyone equally. Shown actual size. $85 plus actual postage 


THE ONLY KNOWN CURE FOR GOLD FEVER 


= = 
R THE ONLY KNOWN CURE 
for 


/ GOLD FEVER 


WILL ALSO CORE DOOME TAX BLUES 
HAS BEEN KNOWN TO CURE INSOLVENCY 


—Take 1 (me = eter 
eee WARNING! 
are MAY PRODUCE SISMPESe Ics -- 
EXTEEMAL CSZ OALT 


EACH CaPStizd CONTAINS PPE « Giales 
Locall? MUSED ALASAA GouD 
This gold sample comes in its own fold- xx 
ing mailer (shown above reduced). The 
folder shows mining at Olive Creek at 
Livengood. The capsule contains about 
4 grains of gold. Shown actual size. Only two available. $25.00 plus actual postage 
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RECENT PURCHASES - MODERN TOKENS & MEDALS 


ANCHORAGE 

Alaska Nat’! Bank encased cent, 1972 
American Legion Post 1, 25¢, plas. 

City of Anchorage parking token 
Diamond Alaska parking token, plas. red 
Elks 40th Convention, 1988 brz. 

Golden Ann., Pages of Progress, brz. 
As above, brass 

Shrine Circus, 25¢ 

Book Cache, wooden nickel 

Denali Bar, 1967, 70¢ 

Fur Rendezvous, brass, 1967 

Fur Rendezvous, brass, 1971 

Gold Rush Motor Lodge, 1967PC, brass 
Hirohito Visit, .97 oz. silver & bronze 
Howard’s Service, set of 3, brass 
Moose Gooser, right, 1967PC, brass 
N.F.B., 50¢, green alum. 

Pioneer Club, 1 drink, black plas. 

The Reef, $1, brass 

Richmond Cocktail wood, green 
Sourdough Bar, 25¢, brass 

Totem Coin Club, Convention, 1968 brz. 
Totem CC, 9th Ann. large wood, red 


CIRCLE CITY 
Yukon Trading Post $1 in trade 


FAIRBANKS 

Arctic Pancake House, $1, white plas. 1980 
Casey’s Place arcade token, brass, 25¢ 
Chena View Hotel, $1, 1976, brs or brz. 
Coin King laundramat, 2000 

Elks 1551, state conv., 1972, brz. 

As above, brass 

Eskimo Olympics, 1965, brz. 

Esk. Oly, set of silver & brz. 

as above, bronze only 

Fbks. Coin Club, 1965 convention, brz. 
FCC, Bob Bartlett silver & bronze (1972) 
As above, brz. only 

Fairbanks Curling Club, 1 drink, brs. 
Fairbanks Video, wood, black 

Fbks. Flood, 1967, brz, brs & alum. 

As above, aluminum only 

Gold Panners Mid-Sun game 1995 
Pioneer Hotel, 1976, $1, brass 

Roaring 20’s Hotel, $1, brass 

Sourdough Fuel, 3¢ per gal. discount, plas 


GALENA 
Yukon Inn, Hobo Benson 75¢, brass 


JUNEAU 
Alaska State Capital, brz. 


5.00 
3.00 
1.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
8.00 
3.00 
3.00 
5.00 
3.00 
5.00 
3.00 


30.00 


9.00 
5.00 
3.00 
5.00 
5.00 
3.00 
5.00 
5.00 
3.00 


5.00 


5.00 
3.00 
5.00 
2.00 
8.00 
5.00 
5.00 


30.00 


5.00 
3.00 


30.00 


3.00 


5.00 


KODIAK 

King Crab Festival, 1967, brass 3.00 
MAT-SU BOROUGH 

Wasilla Bar +4, 25¢ & $1, 10 pcs. plas. 15.00 
NOME 

Board of Trade Saloon, 12’%¢, modern 5.00 
NORTHERN COMMERCIAL CO. 

For Centennial, $1 replica 7.00 
SEWARD 

Cornerstone & Flag, brass, 1967 3.00 
As above, aluminum 3.00 
All-American City, 1963/65 brass 3.00 
As above, aluminum 3.00 
Gil’s Lounge, Gene Thorne, rain check 5.00 
Silver Salmon Derby, 1968 brz. 5.00 
New Seward Hotel, 25¢, wood 3.00 
SUTTON 

Debbie’s Old Coins, wood 3.00 
SPENARD 

FOE Aerie 3154 Bingo Darts, 1966 50¢ 5.00 
Olson Gas Service car wash, yellow lett. 5.00 
TOK 

Mukluk Land, arcade token, brass 5.00 
TUSTUMENA LAKE AREA 

Big T, 1967PC, bronze 8.00 
WRANGELL 

Elks Lodge 1595, brz. 8.00 
ALASKA, GENERAL 

A67, Alaska PC. Expo, capped nickel 10.00 


AK Purchase Centennial, Phila. Mint, silver 20.00 


As above, bronze 5.00 
Greatest Purchase, Bear/map brass 5.00 
Egan-Wade 1962-66, CN 3.00 
AK Aviation Committee, A67, brz. 5.00 
Alaska Earthquake, 1964, bronze. 5.00 
As above, CN 5.00 
Prudhoe Bay/Valdez, 1973, brass 5.00 
As above, 1973, brz. 5.00 
As above, aluminum 5.00 
Keystone of the North, 1947-1972, ox. CN 5.00 


Alaska Airlines Coconut Grizzly drink token 5.00 


Most items are only one in stock. Prices are plus 
actual postage. 


105 


BOOKS FOR THE COLLECTOR 


ALASKA 


TINNAHS & SEAL SKINS, 


Bg ees 


IGN) 


Private Coins of the Territories 


THIRD EDITION 


Projecting Alaska’s history through its money 


EDITED BY 
DICK HANSCOM 


RONALD J. BENICE 


ALASKA AND YUKON TOKENS: Private coins of TINNAHS & SEAL SKINS, GOLD DUST & 

the Territories, by Ronald J. Benice. 364 pages, 9x6 BINGLES: Projecting Alaska’s history though its 

inches. $43. money, by Dick Hanscom. 396 pages, 9x6 inches. 
$33. 


STRIKING GOLD 
IN ALASKA 


Making tokens from placer gold 


Dick Hanscom 
6th Edition 


STRIKING GOLD IN ALASKA: Making tokens 
ALASKA & YUKON STOCKS AND BONDS, by from placer gold, 6th edition, by Dick Hanscom. 221 
Dick Hanscom. 344 pages, 8%x11 inches. $20. pages, 9x6 inches. $22. 
Boo prices are postpaid via priority mail. 
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eCT Oo (2 Ee POLAR NUMISMATIST 


A.R.C.* P.O. Box 72832, Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 « (907) 452-6461 - akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


¢ 


P| VOLUME XLII INDEX ee 2020 VOLUME XLII 
Issues contain the following pages: January, 1-10; February, 11-20; March, 21-30; April, 31-40; May, 41-50; June, 51-60; 
July, 61-70; Sept., 71-80; October, 81-90; Nov./Dec. 91-104. 
Oo : Co. 91,93 Chibbaro, Tony 65 
Admiral Saloon 83 Bingle Search 11,49 Chilkat Pass 95 
Alaska... Bingle Fritz 11 Chisana, AK 8] 
neues 7) Bingle Kid Il Chisel, J.H. 97 
Dae te: 41 Bishop, Maude 98 Chitina, AK 81 
oo * Black, Martha 51 Circle, AK 18,19 
ne pane Co. 8 B.ME.WS. 10 Clinton Creek, Yukon 5 
Fuel Distributors 8,66 Bockfinger, E.M. 4“ Citston Crésk Mins 5 
Nowell Gold Mining Co. 91 Boggs, Jordan Wesley 50 Cleary, AK 25,25,26 
Fade me ssogialon 21 Bottle Deposit 64 Cline, Walter 98 
Visitors Association 74 Boughton, W.W. 93,100 Cloninger, Art 33 
Way MERON ACIICERDOS S2,01°- “Bp 10 Cloninger, Thomas W. 81.84 
SAD Branch, The (Flat & Iditarod) 68 Coghill, W.A. 1 
ee 67 Branch, The (Seward) 46 Collins & Strait 18,19 
Hotel 33 Breedman, Oscar 33 Comet, AK 93 
Allan & Waters 54 Brido, Frank 36 “Commerce, The B 
ines 78 Brie, Henry 72 Cordova, AK 4,13,21,73 
eiman leva 78 Brier, Louis 83 Cornerstone of an Empire 44 
seen 78 Bristol Bay Native Corp. 50 Cornwell, Miss Maida Al 
Allman, Ruth Coffin 78 Brittain, R.J. 55 Cox, N.G. 28 
Allman’s Silver Sides 78 British Columbia... see Crabb’s Corner 17 
Allman’s Silver Tips 78 Benrictt Creek, Mr. 4] 
Anchorage, nS er Cassiar Crimson Dove Inn 99 
Anderson, William 55 Tindeman Currency shortage 16 
Anderson Hotel 55 British Petroleum 10 Currie, Al 68 
yd Andrews, Clarence L. 56 Brooks, AK 27 CW. 55 
Anicich, 108 100 Brown, H.H. 43 Dalgity, Thomas 68 
Arcade Cigar Store 27 Burford’s Comer 49 Dalton, Jack 95 
eres : Camp Summit, AK/YT Dalton House, AK 95 
Circle Hot Springs 18> Garvesn Saloon 72 Dalton Trail 95 
canis 8 Canyon City, AK 53,54 Dalton Trail Co. 95 
Ym eu ecound 30 Carcross, YT 55 Dalton Transporation Co. 95 
Asbestos 5 Caribou Hotel 55 Dalton’s Post 95 
Ashland, Robert 33 Caribou House 55,57 Daniels, James 41 
Atlers & Ivory Woods 7 Cassiar, B.C. 5 Davies & Fiey 83 
eee __ 13° Cassiar Asbestos Co. 5 Dawson, Yukon 16,18,37,83 
Ballistic Missile Early Waring Cassiar Asbestos Corp. Ltd. 5 Day, Hugh 37 
System 10 Cassiar Lions Club 5 Dethridge, Kaye 64 
Pee aL CCM. 55 D.E.W. Line 10 
= Pence On Or6> Central, AK 17 Defence Early Warning Sys. 10 
shay dete 999767 Chalmquist’s 84,86 DeVighne, Dr. H.C. 41 
Bonet oe +) Chandquist 85 Diamond Tooth Gerties 18 
Benson, John Ben “Benny” 44 Chatanika, AK 11.28 Die: Sinker Eivors 8] 
puagal sue) cinap ___ 23 Chena, AK 13° Dies Laughing 16 
Berners Bay Mining & Milling Chena Hot Springs, AK i? “pie. Creck 10 


North of 60° South of 50° 


202 0 INDEX, cont. 


Doc’s The Yukon 84 
Dome, AK 27 
Dome Cigar Store 27 
Douglas, AK _7,11,35,36,41,62, 
72,83 
Douglas City Meats 35 
Douglas Shooting Gallery 7 
Dresser, Jan 77 
Dyea, AK 51,87 
Dyea and Dawson City 
Trans. & Trd. Co. 53 
Dyea Klondike Trans. Co. 53,54 
Eaton, Harry 42 
Ellamar, AK 68 
Ellamar Mining Co. 68 
Ester, AK 83 


Fairbanks, AK 8,15,17,19.36,66, 


67,71,75,81,98 
Fairbanks Coin Club 10 
Fairbanks Fuel 66 
Fairbanks, The 15 
Ferrel, Francis 33 
Ferrel, Robert 33 


First Nat?] Bank of Seward 48 


Fischer, Emil 36,83 
Fisher, Emil 83 
Flat, AK 68 
Floridora 18,19 
Fort Egbert, AK 18,19 
Fort Knox Mine 8 
Fortymile, AK 89,90 
Frank Brido’s Grocery 36 
Ft. Wrangel Beer Hall 5 
Ft. Yukon, AK 38 
Frey, Davies & 83 
Frobisher Bay, NWT 77 
Frobisher Bay, Nunavut 77 
Frobisher, Martin 77 
Fur Rendezvous 7,8 
Gambling 14,18 
Gandolfo, Joe 16 
Gates, Michael 2,95 
Georgia (steam ship) 93 
Gideon, Edwin & Bessie 56 
Gillis, Mike 27 
Gilmore, William H. 83 
Glacier Mining Co. 97 
Gold medals 16 
Gold Tokens 30,90, 97 
Golden Eagle 83 


Gordon Robinson Ed. Ctr. 77 


Gottschalk, Robert 33 
Graham, W.F. 41 
Great Circle Bar 18 
Greif, Bruno 5 
Griffin, McCutcheon & 81 
Haines, AK = 75, 76,93,95,96,97 
Harriman National Bank 

of Alaska 48 
Healy & Wilson 51,87 
Heller, Frank 96,97 
Heubner Drug Store 4] 
Hirshey, George 83 
Home of Alaska’s Flag 44 
Hoonah, AK 83,93 
Horton, Truman 38 
Horton & Moore 38 
Horseshoe 13 
Hotel Chitina 81 
Hotel Hunter 35 
Hotel Lindsay 95 
Hotel Portland 55 
Hubbard, R.R. 11 
Hunter Barber Shop 36 
Hunter Amusement Palace 84 
Hunter Hotel 35,36,83 
Hunte Hotel 83 
Hunter Pool Room 35 
Idaho Saloon 100 
Ide, S. 4 
Iditarod 7,8,68 


Improved Order of Red Men 5 


Indian Labor 91,93 
Indian Labor tickets 91 
Industrial Services, Inc. 50 
Inferno Club 68 
Influenza Pandemic 42 
1.0.0.F. 41,67 
Igaliut, Nunavut 77 
Juneau, AK 61,64,67,73 
Juneau Billiards Co. 61,64 
Juneau Liquor Co. 61 
Juneau Steam Ship Co. 93 
Karry, Dan 4 
Keist, Louis H. 13,35,84 
Kensington Mine 93 
Ketchikan, AK 6,49,50,74,83 
Kinzie, D.J. 4] 
Klondike Saloon 92 
Knik, AK 83 
Krau, George 15 
Lal, Asha & Barnarsi 98 


2 


Lathrop High School 81 
Lescure, Paul & Co. 3 
Lindeman, BC 55 
Lindsay, John (Jack) 95 
Livengood, AK 27 
Long, AK 25 
MacCormac (Hotel) 21 
Magnus, the Bingle Kid 11 
Mahan, William G 27 
Mahan & Gillis 27 
Mainliner Coin Club 88 
Marquam, Tom 78 
Matanuska Valley, AK 73 
M., C.C. 55 
McCutcheon & Griffith 81 
McGee, James “Pops” 46 
McPhee, William 17,19 
Meal Ticket 51,54,67 
Middleton Island, AK 68 
Military 18,30,68,72 
Miller House, AK 17,19 
Miller House Bar 17,19 
Money to Burn 7,76 
Moore, Billy 38 
Moore, Horton & 38 
Mosquito Fork, AK 90 
Mount Marathon Race 45,46 
Mules 88 
Murphy Dome, AK 72 
N.A.T.&T. Co. 65 
Navada Bar 81 
NavCanada 77 
Nabesna, AK 84,86 
Nebesna Trading Co. 84,86 
Nenana, AK 1,14,42,98 
Nenana Trading Co. 3 
Nenana Trading Post 3 
Nenana Valley, AK 74 
Newkirk, Emma (Willis) 21 
Nizina 2 
No Grub Creek, AK 97 
Nome, AK 68 
North American Trans- 
porationa & Trading Co. 65 
Northern (Seward) 42 
Northern Belle Gold Mining Co. 
91,94 
Northern Saloon 42 
North Pole, AK 8,66 
Northwest Territories...see 
Frobisher Bay 
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Pine Point 
Nowell, Fred 95 
Nowell, Willis E. 91,93 


Nowell Mining & Milling Co. 
91,94 
Nunavut...see 
Frobisher Bay 
Igaliut 
Odd Fellows 41,67 
Odiak, AK 21 
Ophir Gold Mining Co. 91 
Olnes, AK 27,28 
Olnes Hotel 28 
Osisko Metals 5 
Pacific Contract Co. 54 
Pack Train Inn 55 
Pack Train Saloon 55 
Palmer, AK 75 
Pandemic 42 
Patenaude, L.C. 69 
Peratrovich, Elizabet 30 
Peratrovich Dollar 30,32 
Petersburg, AK 83 
Peterson, William J. 43 
Phillips, David 7,66,76,99 
Pihl, Alexander 98 
Pinkiert, Aubrey 86 
Poker Creek Gold 6 
Polly (parrot) 56 
Pop’s Maggie 46 
Porcupine, AK 95,96,97 
Porcupine Hotel 95 
Porcupine Trading Co. 95 
Portage Creek, AK 30 
Port Chilkoot Distillery 76 
Prices Realized 2,12,22,32,42,50 
52,62,72,92,100 
Price Realized, Holabird 38 
Princess Sophia 56 
Prince of Wales wi 
Rainier Grand Hotel 33 
Rampart, AK 100 
Rappolt Bakery 3 
Red Onion Restaurant 53,54 
Rose, Daniel 37 
Rose, Townsend & 37 
Rose Cigar Co. 37 
Rosswog, Charles M. 33,62 
Royal Visit 77 
S & N Inc. 83 
St. Paul, Minnesota 67 


Salt Lake Bar 36 
San Mateo, CA 88 
Santa Claus House 66 
Seattle Bar 43 
Seattle, WA 42 
Seward, AK 14,43,44,48 
Seward City, AK 91,93 
Seward Bakery 43 
Seward, Bank of 48 
Seward Club 43 
Seward Gold Mining Co. 91,93 
Shakan, AK 8,82 
Shakan Lumber & Trd. 82 
Sheakley, Ross 83 
Silver (1oz., etc.) 50 
Silver Salmon Derby 45 
Simons, C.A. 81,84 
Sitka, AK 73,93,98 
Skagway, AK 55,74,93,100 
Smith, C.J. 84 
Smith, Jack 43 
Smith, W.R. 97 
Solly’s Corner 26 
Sons of Norway 83 
South Carolina 65 
Spring, Solly 26 
Squadron Club 67 
Star Cigar Store 69 
Strait, Collins & 18,19 
Stevenson, Capt. Dick 5 
Stikeen Tribe of Red Men 5 
Storey, Walter 31 
Sulphur Creek, Yukon 21,23 
Tagish Charlie 56 
Tanana, AK 84,85,100 
Tanana Valley College 8 
Tatsuda’s Supermarket 49,52 
Tar Team 10 
Taylor, Drury & Pedlar 18,19,57 
Tecklenburg, Charles A. 43 
Tenakee (Springs), AK 83,93 
Terminal Cigar Store 98 
Tierra del Fuego 30 
Tickets (trade) 95 
Tilliam Club 83 
Tillicum Club 83 
Tillikum Clug 83 
Tok, AK 8 
Tolovana, AK 27,28 
Townsend & Rose 37 
Townsend, Turner 37 


Trade Dollars 71 
Transportation 67 
University of Alaska Fairbanks 8 
Ushuaia, T del F, Argentina 30 


Valdez, AK 2,15 
Vogel, George 96 
Vogel, Tim 95,96 
Wacker, AK 67 
Wacker Bus Line 67 
Walmsley, William 55 
Waters, Allan & 54 
Waugaman Estate, Candy 72,89 
W.,C 55 
Welch, Thomas F. “Fritz” 11 
Wells, AK 96 
Werner, C. 43 
Westmark Tok Hotel 8 
White Pass & Yukon Route 67 
White Spot Cafe 88 
Whittemore, E.L. 43 
Wickersham, Judge James 78 
Williams, J.D. 64 
Willis, Edward (Eddie) 21,25,26 
Willis, Emma Newkirk 21 
Wilson, Healy & 51 
Woodchopper, AK 4 
Wooden tokens 7,8,17,18,66,76, 
99 

Wrangell, AK 5,69 
Wrangell Hotel 69 
Yukon... see 

Camp Summit 

Carmacks 

Clinton Creek 

Dawson 

Sulphur Creek 

Whitehorse 
Yukon, general 42 
Yukon Doc’s 84 
Yukon Dogs 84 
Yukon Mint 16 
Yukon Quest 17 
Yukon River 18,19 
Yukon Saloon 84 
Zaccarelli, John 37 
Zorn, Charles 55 
3 Barons Renaissance Fair 99 
40 Mile 89 
49’er Bar 50 
744SQD OM 72 


RECENT PURCHASES 


ANCHORAGE 


B-la A.H.S. Band-O-Rama, 1958, BU 20.00 
B-7a_ Anchorage Dairy, 1 pt. AU/BU 30.00 
B-7b Anchorage Dairy, 1 qt., BU 5.00 
B-T4a Area Transit, 25¢, BU 5.00 
B-T4b Area Transit, 50¢, BU 5.00 
BETHEL 

B-2b N.C. Co., 50¢, dark VF 50.00 
B-3, a-c Olsen Bros, 25¢-$1, VF-BU 15.00 
CHATANIKA 

B-la_ Bingle Fritz, 25¢, VG 25.00 
B-3a Dempsey Hotel, 25¢, VF, corroded 35.00 
B-3c Dempsey Hotel, $1, VF, corroded 45.00 
CHENA 

B-la B&K, 124%¢, AU 100.00 
CHISANA 

B-lb Lou Anderton, 50¢, EF 15.00 
B-ld Lou Anderson, $5, EF, stained 50.00 
CLEARY 

B-5a_ Willis & Welch, 25¢, VG or better 25.00 
COOPER LANDING 

B-Tla Russian River Ferry, round trip, AU —8.00 
EIELSON A.F.B. 

B-5a NCO OM Rocker Club, 50¢, AU 12.00 
ELMENDORE A.F.B. 

B-1 a,b,c,f Civilian Club, BU 35.00 
B-2aI NCO OM, $1, VF or better 4.00 
FAIRBANKS 

B-5a_ BPOE Bingo Darts, 50¢, AU 5.00 
B-6a Bentley Dairy, 10¢ bc, VF bent 6.00 
B-15a F&G, no denom., EF 110.00 
B-35a L.A. Meyer, 25¢, Fine, cleaned 125.00 
B-44 a-c Pastime Cigar, BU 12.00 
B-58a Zapel’s Restaurant, 10¢, AU 6.00 
FLAT 

B-2c William Kruhm, $1, AU 50.00 
FT. RICHARDSON 

B-2bI Officer’s OM, $1 AU 15.00 


FT. YUKON 

B-4a_ Ft. Yukon Hotel, 25¢, dug 75% OK = 12.00 
HOONAH 

B-1dI Hoonah Pkg. Co., 50¢, EF 25.00 
B-1dII Hoonah Pkg. Co., 50¢, VF 35.00 
B-le Hoonah Pkg. Co., $1, VF+ 25.00 
JUNEAU 

B-2b Alaskan Hotel Bar, 12'%2¢, F 30.00 
B-23 a,b Tom George, 50¢, $1, AU 7.00 
B-30a Imperial Pool Parlor, 5¢, F 5.00 
B-47 Masonic Penny, Mint State 150.00 
KETCHIKAN 

B-14a FOE Aerie, M+T, AU 5.00 
B-19a The Hub, 25¢, B-19a, VF or better 5.00 
B-42a Pioneer, Barclay, 5¢, EF 30.00 
B-46c Pioneer, T&M, $1, VF 18.00 
B-48a Quality Bakery, sm. If., VF 30.00 
KING SALMON 

B-2c, NCO OM, $1, F 15.00 
KOBUK 

B-la Harry Brown, 25¢, EF 5.00 


B-1 a-c Harry Brown, 25¢-$1, VF or better 18.00 


KOYUKUK 
B-3a_ Vernetti, 12'2¢, F 30.00 
B-3 a-f Vernetti, set with rare 25¢ F-AU 250.00 


KWIGUK 

B-lc Alstrom, $1, VG bent 5.00 
LONG 

B-2a Edward Willis, 25¢, VF+ 45.00 
B-2b Edward Willis, 50¢, AU 50.00 
MCCARTHY 

B-2b Golden Hotel, 25¢, F, clnd. 20.00 
MOUNTAIN VILLAGE 

B-la_ Sheppard Trd., 25¢, EF 10.00 
B-lc Sheppard Trd., $1, EF 12.00 
B-1d Sheppard Trd., $5, F 12.00 
B-1f Sheppard Trd., $20, AU 25.00 
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RECENT PURCHASES 


MURPHY DOME 


B-la Murphy Dome Gold,25¢, AU 3.00 
B-2b Open Mess, 10¢, AU 3.00 
NENANA 
B-3al Ghezzi, 25¢, VF 25.00 
B-3all Ghezzi, 25¢, VF, It. corr. 25.00 
NOME 
B-26a The Hoffman, (12’2¢), EF, dark, error, 
clipped planchet 75.00 
B-33a M. Mulloy, 25¢, Fine, clnd. 45.00 
B-41f Polet Stores, 25¢, EF 5.00 
PALMER 
B-la ARRC, 1¢, Good 25.00 
PORT ALEXANDER 
B-3b John Jacobsen, 50¢, AU 20.00 
RUSSIAN RIVER 
B-la_ Henton’s Lodge, | drink, corroded 50.00 
SEWARD 
B-8bII The Northern, 1242¢, VF-EF 25.00 
B-8bIII The Northern, 12'%4¢, EF 25.00 
B-8b? The Northern, 12'4¢, G/AG 12.00 
B-9c_ The Palace, 12'2¢, EF 25.00 
B-1l6a Solly’s, 1 snort, AU 6.00 
SHEMYA 
B-1 d,e,f NCO Club, EF or better 45.00 
B-le NCO Club, 50¢, EF 15.00 
B-1f NCO Club, $1, EF 15.00 
B-2cIl NCO Open Mess, 5¢, EF 12.00 
B-2dI NCO Open Mess, 10¢, AU 12.00 
B-2gI NCO Open Mess, 50¢, AU 12.00 
B-2kII NCO Open Mess, $1 20.00 
SKAGWAY 
B-la_ J.F. Anderson, 6%4¢, AU 35.00 
B-12aI Perry Hern, 12’2¢, EF+ 5.00 
B-14 a-c Idaho Saloon, EF-AU 50.00 
B-17a Mascotte, 5¢, VF 80.00 
B-17c Mascot Saloon, 12%2¢, VF 45.00 
SNUG HARBOR 
B-2a_ Pioneer Can., $1.25 box, EF 40.00 


TANANA 
B-10a Timothy’s Place, EF, dark, fire? 100.00 
B-10a Timothy’s Place, damaged, fire? 10.00 


B-10a Timothy’s Place, damaged, fire, better25.00 


THANE 

B-C3al A.G.M. Co, ID chit 12.00 
TONSINA 

B-la Jake Nafsted, 12%¢, AU 35.00 
VALDEZ 

B-4b_ Buffet, 12%¢, VF 25.00 
SOLLY’S TOKENS! 


KODIAK 

Solly’s Office, Earthquake & Tidal Wave, 
1964, One Snort, set of 3; numbered 
copper and aluminum and un-numbered 
aluminum, 25mm 

Solly’s Office, Plywood Palace Days, 1965, 
One Snort, set of 3; copper, brass and 
aluminum, 29mm 

Solly’s Office/Solly’s Beachcombers, One 
Snort, set of 3; copper, brass and alum- 
inum, 10-scalloped, 31mm. 

Solly’s Alaska, One Snort, set of 4; white 
on blue, red, black and green plastic, 
square, 29mm (39mm). 

Beachcombers, One Drink, 1967, set of 2; 
Pure silver (unmarked) and brass, matched 
numbers, 37mm. The brass has a blemish 


10.00 


10.00 


10.00 


10.00 


on the reverse. 35.00 
COOL MEDALS 
Alaska Earthquake, set of 3; coppernickel, 
oxidized copper nickel and bronze. 15.00 


Kodiak: King Crab Capital, 1967 Purchase 
Centennial, brass 3.00 each/10 for $12.00 
Fairbanks/Nenana Flood, set of 3; brass, 


bronze and aluminum. 10.00 
Alaska Command, Keystone of the North, 

1947-1972, 25th Anniversary, set of 

2: Sterling silver and oxidized CN 25.00 


Anchorage Glacier Pilots, National Baseball 
Congress Champions, 1969, 1971, 
runner-up 1970. 2 sterling silver, 1 bronze 
in custom holder. 45.00 
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MEDALS FROM CLEAR AFS 


In the 1970s, there was a very active coin club at Clear AFS, south of Nenana and north of Denali Park. A 
job at Clear was a pathway to financial independence - that is to say, they paid well. With that disposable 
income, several of the workers were responsible for at least three medal issues. Two are dated 1972, and the 
third is undated. 


Presumably the first was a issued under the name of 
the “Nenana Valley Chamber of Commerce,” in 1972. 
This area includes Nenana, Healy and Clear and all 
are represented on the obverse. The reverse states 
“Redeemable Souvenir Dollar” and has a dog musher 
heading towards the mountains. These were struck 
in sterling silver and copper-nickel. We have the cop- 
per-nickel version available: 


$4 each/5 for $15/10 for $20 


Also issued in 1972 was the “Discovery of Gold” medal. I have stated before that this is one of my favorite 
modern medals. They feature a gold panner on the obverse and a gold dredge on the reverse. Some have 
tiny gold nuggets in the gold pan. They were made in copper and .999 fine silver. Both are thicker than the 
usual medals. The silver weighs 1.07 troy ounces. We have the following available: 


Copper - $7.50 Copper with gold nuggets - $20.00 Silver with gold nuggets - $35.00(1 only) 


Finally, a “Souvenir Medallion” was made for Mount McKinley National Park. The obverse features the 
old Park hotel. This hotel burned down on September 3, 1972. One has to assume that this medal was made 
prior to the fire. The reverse shows “the mountain.” These were struck in sterling silver and copper-nickel. 
The sterling silver medal weighs .858 oz. and contains .79 troy ounces ASW. We have the following 
available: 


Copper-nickel - $4 each/5 for $15/10 for $20 Sterling silver - $25.00 
Prices are plus actual postage. We will ship on approval 
C Supplement to August, 2020. 


ALASKAN WILDLIFE MEDALS 


wrt reap 
PABA ARO 
i MSS cee 


— 


a 


By the Longines Symphonette, these are the (9) Alaskan animals in 
an 18 piece set of American animals. The reverse is shown to the 
left, each with different text. These medals are 24K gold electro- 
plate on sterling silver. Over 1 oz. of pure silver per medal. 


Included are: Wolverine, Musk Ox, Canada Goose, Walrus, Beluga 
Whale, Gray Wolf, Sea Otter, Snowy Owl and Polar Bear. 


Only 1 each available. 


$30 each plus actual postage or $225 for all 9 pieces, postpaid. 
or 
The complete set of 18, including: 


Red Fox, Swallow Tail Kite, Great Lakes Blue Pike, Green Turtle, Puma, 
Tule Elk, Black Footed Ferret, Ivory Billed Wood Pecker, and Key Deer. 


$400 postpaid, 
with the original display frame. 


(price subject to change if silver price exceeds $20 per ounce) 
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ALASKA MEDALS FROM SETS 


1959 


Franklin Mint History of the United States: 44.4mm (shown at a reduced size), Sterling Silver, 1.11 troy 
ounces actual silver weight (ASW). $30.00 each 


Franklin Mint States of the Union, Sterling Sil- 


Franklin Mint U.S. Bicentennial, 1976. ver, 4227 ASW. $12.00 


ver, .9861 ASW. 
Bronze 


Medallic Art Co., .999 fine silver, .815 ASW. 
Extremely high relief (that’s why it is out of Longines Symphonette, Sterling Silver, 1.02 ASW. 
focus). $28.00 $30.00 
Bronze $5.00 


Many items are only one in stock. Please Pe 
email or call to order to avoid disappoint- oY of 
ment. : SEY Alasiay 


‘ANCHORAGE. 
eusheet 


All orders are now plus actual postage. Since SESE 

we send most orders on approval, upon re- Franklin Mint Bank Ingot, 1000 grains Sterling 
ceipt, all you have to do is add the postage to Silver, 1.927 ASW. $42.00 
your invoice. 
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ONE OUNCE SILVER MEDALS 


ANCHORAGE: Tommy Moe, Olympic Skier, 
Lillehammer, 1994 


KENAI RIVER CLASSIC: 10th anniversary, 
2003, gold relief 35.00 SOTH ANNIV. OF STATEHOOD: 1959-2009. 
— Gold relief 45.00 


(a) 
OUTFITTERS © 
VALDEZ & NORTH POLE 


f '301N SANTA CLAUS LANE § 
NORTH POLE ALASKA ff 
’ 99705 y 


907-488-7372 
PAX 488-9003 


so 199% 
NORTH POLE/VALDEZ: Prospector Outfintters, 
with gold nugget, 1991. 30.00 


YUKON-N.W.M.P.: Centennial Celebration, 
1895-1995. 35.00 
All items on this page are only one in stock. Please 


call or email to avoid disappointment. All orders are now plus actual postage. Since we 
send most orders on approval, upon receipt, all 


you have to do is add the postage to your invoice. 
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AUCTION TO BE HELD IN FAIRBANKS 


OCTOBER 17, 2020. 


Bids accepted until 5:00PM, October 17 
By mail: Alaska Rare Coins, 551-B Second Ave., Fairbanks, AK 99701 
By phone: 907-452-6461 By email - akcoins@mosquitonet.com 
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Alaska Tokens: Bethel, Olsen Bros., set of 3; 25¢, 50¢ and $1, VF-BU. Three tokens. 25. 
Alaska Token: Chatanika, Bingle Fritz (Welch), 25¢, B-1a. A neat bimetal token, the aluminum 

center is VG, while the brass ring is Fine or better. See Cleary below. 25.+ 
Alaska Token: Chisana, Lou Anderton, 50¢, B-1b, EF or better. 25. 
Alaska Token: Cleary, Willis & Welch, 25¢, B-5a, VG or better. 25: 
Alaska Tokens: Fairbanks. Pastime Cigar Store set of 3, B-44 a-c, BU; Zapel’s Restaurant, 10¢ 

B-58a, stained AU. Four tokens. 25: 
Alaska Tokens: Kobuk, Harry Brown, set of 3; 25¢, 50¢ and $1, B-1 a-c, VF or better. 25% 
Alaska Token: Seward, The Northern, Native Copper, 12'2¢, B-8bIII, VF cleaned. 25. 
Alaska Token: Tanana, Timothy’s Place, 25¢, B-10a, dark from fire, otherwise VF. 100. 
Alaska Token: Tonsina, Jake Nafsted, Native Copper, 12'2¢, B-la, AU. 45. 


Alaska $1 Tokens: Included are Hoonah, Hoonah Packing Co., B-le; Kwiguk, Alstrom, B-1c; and 
Mountain Village, Sheppard Trading Co., B-1c. The Kwiguk is VG and bent, the other two are 


VF or better. 3 pieces. 45. 
Fairbanks Trade Dollars, 1959. These were issued and circulated in 1959 to celebrate Alaska 
Statehood. These were still being sold in 1974. Over 150,000 were issued. (20) pieces. 50. 


Alaska & Hawaii Official Statehood Silver & Bronze Medals, 1959. In 1959, both official medals 

were made by Medallic Art Co., the finest medallic sculptors in the country. Both medals have 

the state seal on the reverse. The Alaska medal has a map of Alaska superimposed over a map of 

the U.S. (eat your heart out Texas). Hawaii has an attractive map of the islands. The bronze has 

NITHAU spelled correctly, while the silver has the error NII HAU. The sterling silver medals 

contain just over 8 oz. ASW total. Housed in a custom Capital Plastics type holder. 450.+ 
Oxford/Alaska 1 0z. Silver Bar. This has the Alaska flag on the back and it is the large star variety. 

The back has been engraved HIPOW 1982. HIPOW is the local Catholic schools charity. They 

run and auction every year to raise money. It is the social event of the fall. Everyone who is 

anyone goes to these auctions. (I’ve never been). This was probably a presentation piece for 

special donors or volunteers. 45. 
Alaska Railroad 1 oz. Gold Medal, 1985. When the State of Alaska purchased the Alaska 

Railroad from the Federal government in 1985, we had medals made in one ounce gold and 

silver. An old diesel engine is depicted on the obverse with Denali on the reverse. Only 48 

gold were struck, numbered non-sequentially between | and 100. This is number 1! It has 

been closely held since 1985 and this is the first time it has been sold since then. We note 

some minor spotting on the reverse. 2,100.-2,300. 
State of Alaska Fractional Silver Medals, 1989, 1999 and 2002. Doug Lindstrand’s popular 

polar bear graced the obverse of the 1989, with a walrus on the 1990. These were the first two 

years for this popular series. The 2002 has a king crab. These early fractionals had low mintages 

and are tough to find. Includes: 1989 (2) 1/10 oz. anda % 0z.; 1990, (4) % oz.; and a 2002, 1/20 

oz. Eight pieces. 153. 
(6) Iditarod Race Champion 1 oz. Silver Medals. Included are 1993 Jeff King, 1995 Doug 

Swingley, 1996 Jeff King, 1998 Jeff King, 2002 Martin Buser and 2003 Robert Sorlie. These 

are harder to find than the official Iditarod medals. In capsules, no cases. Six pieces. 250. 
Alaska Railroad 1 0z. Silver Medal, 1994. This program started in 1990 and these early issues 

are hard to find. Current issues sell for $89.99. 1,500 were minted, featuring a passenger car 

on the obverse and the ARR logo on the reverse. 100.+ 
(3) Official Iditarod 1 oz. Silver Medals. Included are 1998, 2001 and 2005. In capsules, no cases. 150. 
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ALASKA MEDALS, cont. ESTIMATE 


293 (2) Official Iditarod 1 oz. Silver Medals. Includes the 2000 and the 2001, with original cases. This 

series started in 1989. New issues are $84.99 and we see the Alaska Mint currently selling these 

back dates from $125 each. 150.+ 
294 Joe Vogler 1 oz. Silver Medal. Not rare, but always popular. Great portrait of Joe with his fedora. 45. 
295 (100) Different Modern Alaska Tokens and Medals. There are about 40 from Anchorage, 

about 30 from Fairbanks, and the balance from other cities and towns. Included are brass, 

bronze, cupronickel, aluminum and plastic items. Most are larger than a half dollar. A 

really nice assortment. 200. 
296 (99) Different Alaska Wooden Nickels. Included here are about 40 each from Anchorage and 

Fairbanks and the remaining from other locations. While there may be more than one from 

a business, they are all different. 100. 
297 First National Bank of Fairbanks Bank. This is one of the neatest banks we have seen. It is in 

the shape of a book, with an ice blue and white vinyl cover featuring a dog team. Heavy, 

it appears to be brass. The key is missing, but Larsen’s said they could make a key for $5 

to $20. We hear a coin rattling around inside. We did not put it there, so it will remain a 

mystery until you have the key made. 40.+ 
298 KUAC Sterling Silver Pin. Made by Judy Gumm for our public broadcasting TV and radio. 

KUAC is topped by the aurora. Engraved on the back is “JGumm, Sterling, 1986.” 

Probably for special donors. In its original Judy Gumm Designs box. 50. 
299 Advertising Pens. Included are 30 pens from Fairbanks (a little duplication) and four other 

Alaska pens, circa 1970 to 2005. Included are many well known businesses (Nerland’s, 

Usibelli, banks, etc.). Also included is a small advertising tape measure, 1968/69 DAV 

miniature Alaska license plate, and a celluloid book marker from Adler’s Book Shop. 


A nice assortment of memorabilia. 35+ pieces. 25. 
300 10kt Gold Panner Tie Tack or Hat Pin. Well done with nice detail. About .06 troy oz. of 
gold. If new, the value would be about $300. 175.-250. 
MODERN PLASTIC DRINK TOKENS - $8 each 
ANCHORAGE FOX 
Hideaway Club, | drink, red plas. 30mm Turtle Club, beer, green plas., 39mm 
VFW 10252, 1 drink, gray plas. 38mm 
VFW 10252, 1 drink, pink plas. 38mm HOMER 
Sterling Bar, 1 drink, green plas, 39mm 
AUKE BAY 
Auke Lady, | drink, green plas. 39mm KETCHIKAN 
Fish Pirates Saloon, 1 drink, multi-color poker 
CLEAR chip style, 40mm 
Clear Sky Lodge, 1 drink, red plas. 38mm Nugget Lounge, | drink, blue plastic, 39mm 
FAIRBANKS ~ NORTH POLE 
Arctic Bar, 1 drink, black plas. 41mm Blackies Bar, .75 Drink, green plas. 39mm 
Boatel Bar, (1 drink), blue plas. 39mm Moose Lodge, beer, yellow plas. 39mm 
Club Manchu, draft beer, grn. poker chip 
Comet Club, | drink, white plas. 41mm PELICAN 


Leprechaun Room, | drink, red plas. 39mm Rose’s Bar & Grill, beer, red plas. 28mm 
Mecca Bar, | drink, red plas. 38mm 


Miner’s Home Saloon, 1 beer, Blk plastic,28mm Shipped on approval, pay upon receipt, plus 
Northward Lounge, 1 drk., blue plas. 39mm actual postage. 


H 


